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r 2 BO-Germany-Turkey~ Tanks 85-828 4248 
@2 898 ank intj bri frup 
“eC~Germany~furkey~ Tanks 
“Kepart: Germany ta reject sale of tanks ta Turkey ¢ 

BERLEM (86) The German government if poised ta reject an expe 
license far a German company ta sell 1,484 new tanks to Turkey 
becanee of cancerns over the human rights situation there, a 

jnewspaper reparted. 

7s Die Weit, in a report to appear Saturday, quoted Peter Struck, 
chairman Gf Chanceller Gerhard Schroeder's Social Democratic party’s 
patiliamentary factien, aS Saying that the government will “net gave 
the licensee for building this tank.’? 

Schroeder, Defense Ninister Madelf Scharping and other tap Seci 
Demecrats are “‘completely united’? that the government “*will not 
apprave this project, '’? Struck said. 

The prospect strained Schroederts coalition with the leftist 
Greens @ariy this year after the Mainz-based industrial concern 
Kranse-MNaffei-Wvegmann asked the German government for permission ta 
pravide Leopard {1 tanke ta Turkey, a NATO ally. 

No decision was made because Turkey never formally placed an 
ardet. 

Rut the gavernmment announced new guidelines tying arms exports 
mare Cclogely to human tights questions in the purchasing country. 

Strack taid Die Welt that while the Turkish government has made 
effarts, there are no Signs pointing te an actual improvement in the 
siteation there. 

Human Tights activists have accused Turkey of tarturing prisane 
and other rights abuses. 
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@2 42488 intj bri frup ank 
6 EOC Germany Turkey-Arms Exports 
“German caoalitiean strained again aver weapons sales to Turkey ¢ 
RERLIMN {FO Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder’s ygavernment came 
under attack Thursday from its own junior coalition partner, the 


Greens, after confirming that a German company had been granted a 


permit ta deliver camponents for an ammunition factory ta Turkey. 

““This is a clear violation of the arms export guidelines and 
politically wrong,’’ said Claudia Koth, a Greens lawmaker who chairs 
the human rights committee in parliament. 

An Ecanamics Ministry spokesman said the decision to approve the 
9@ million mark (dirs 42 million) contract for Fritz Werner, a 
company based near Wiesbaden in Geisenheim, had been made under 
former Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s cangservative gavernment and was 
legally banding on the current center-left government. 

Turkey’s Defense Ministry needs the new munition plant because 
MATG has changed the standard caliber for its bullets. 

Schroeeder’s @-year-Gld gevernment was severely strained last ye 
over a German campany'’s preliminary request to supply 1,46@ Leopard 
@ tanks to Turkey. No decision was made because Turkey never 
formally placed an order. 

The liberal Greens party strongly opposes any arms sales ta 
Turkey, even though it’s a fellow a NATO ally, citing the country’s 
paor human rights record in ite treatment of the minority Kurds. 
“{pfgo-ghb) ¢ 
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222 @8 intjw bri frup ank cap 
“RC-Germarny -Nea-Naz i 
“NeG-Nazi arrested after latest episode of anti-foreingner viclence in 
Germany ¢ 
“By WILFRIED GLOEDE= 
“Associated Fress Writer= 

EILSENACH, Germany (AFD — A AD-year-calid neo-Nazi was arrested 
shortly after a bamb went off Thursday in front of a snack bar auned 
by a Turkish immigrant, sending a new shudder through a nation 
struggling ta stop a wave of anti-~-foreigner viclence. 

Ne one wast injured in the early morning blast, which shattered 
the glass front door of the take-out restaurant. Police found 
remnants of a preseurized-gas cartridge, which they believe was used 
to hold the explosive. 

A shart time Later, a patrol car in the area spotted Patrick 
Wischke, ilecal leader of the youth wing of the extreme~-right 
National Democratic Farty of Germany, who was taken into custady. 

Folice said he was being questianed as their prime suspect. 
Waischke, a known rowdy, has been arrested several times on charges 
@f causing bodily harm stemming from previcus fights and attacks. 

The latest attack added to German concerns over the increasing 
frequency of xenophebic and anti-Semitic viclence, including 
bambings and three fatal beatings so far this year. Civic leaders 
have appealed for the legal system ta crack down on nea-Nazis and 
for the public to get involved in thwarting such attacks. 

in Eigsenach, residents stopped by the restaurant Thursday with 
flowers ta express their support far owner Yilmaz Alkan, 37, who has 
aperated the business since 1395. : 

““i've never had problems with Germans till now,'’?’ he gaid. ~~ Bu 
now [?m worried far my family and my two children.’?’ 

Two weeks aga, four skinheads between the ages of 17 and 21 were 
arrested after attacking two African men in Eisenach, about 166 
kilometers (i@@ miles) northeast of Frankfurt in former communist 
eastern Germany. 

They are being held pending trial on charges of CanRSing Seriou 
bodily harm, incitement ta racial hatred and slander. 7 

Hise Thursday, police in the southern state of Kaden-Wuerttember 
searched apartments near Stuttgart and Heidelberg after tracing tGwa 
teen-agers who had set up Web pages with swastikas, racist jokes and 
the names, addresses and phone numbers of foreigners Living in the 
ATE » 

The apartment of another youth whoa had sent racist text messages 
Yia mobile telephone to fereigqners on the list was among several 
others alisoa searched. 

Six computers were confiscated as well as a telescoping 
truncheon, hand grenade parts, two machine-gun munition belts with 
empty cartridges and blanke, as well as flags, neo-Nazi propaganda 
material and banned music CDs, police said. 

State police chief Erwin Hetger said his officers were stepping 
up surveillance of the neo-Nazi scene ahead of the anniversary of 
the death of Hitier deputy Kudoelf Hess, whe committed suicide on 
Rug. L7, 1987 in West Kerlin’s Spandau prisen. 

Neo-Nazis in and around Germany usually try to mark the date wit 
Spontaneous demonstrations. 

‘The right-wing extremists with their dull slonans will get to 
feel the pressure of the state,’"’ Hetger said. 
“<pfg-cb) ¢ 
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222 88 intjw bri frup ank cop — 
“EC-Germany~-Meo-Nazi, ist Ld-Writethru 
“Precede EISENACH <¢ 
“Government moves to ban suspected neo-Nazi party after latest 
bombing < 
“Ede: Als; Recasts and UFDATES with action on banning fringe party, 
additional incidents, quotes; Changes byline< 
“Ky PRUL GET TMER= 
“Aesociated Press Writer= 

BRERLIN (AFD — The government pressed ahead Thursday with efforts 
te ban an extreme-right party that has become a magnet for neo-Nazi 
Bhinheads as police questioned one of its youth leaders in 
cennection with the bombing of a Turkish-awned restaurant. 

No one was injured in the early morning blast, which shattered 
the glass front dear of the snack bar in the eastern city of 
Eisenach. But the latest outbreak in daily wave of anti-foreigner 
Viclence sent renewed shudders across Germany. 

“*T've never had problems with Germans till now,’'’ said Yilmaz 
Alkan as he surveyed the damage ta the business he’s run for the 
past five years. “‘“They’re really goad customers. But now I'm 
worried for my wife and my two children.’’ 

-Ghortly after the explosion, police took a i9-year-cld far-right 
rowdy inte custody after he was spotted by a patrol car near the 
SCENE. 

Folice spokesman Detlef Kasch said the youth, Patrick Wischke, 
was considered the prime suspect but had denied involvement. **We're 
following all leads,’’ he added. 

Wicchke is known to police as the Local leader of the youth wing 
ef the extreme-right National Democratic Party of Germany (NFD), 
with a record of several convictians for causing bodily harm 
stemming from past fights. 

German politicians have begun considering a ban on the fringe 
party as part of efforts to stem a recent surge in neo-Nazi 
violence. 

Electorally insignificant, the NFD nonetheless has become the 
most visible party on the far right through skinhead rallies and 
marches. Especially in the depressed, former communist east, 
unemployed and disillusioned youth attracted to the drunken 
camaraderie buy ianto the party’s anti-foreigner message. | 

‘*The NFD has completely changed in the past two or three years 
from an Gold man’s club to a collecting pool for aggressive | 
neao-Nazis,’’ said Bavarian Interior Minister Guenther Keckstein, who 
is leading the push for a ban ~*to take away this crystallization 
point of the viclence.’’ 

Uther state leaders, however, expressed skepticism about whether 
a ban would be effective. 

“*Gne can’t ban political middle-headedness,’ said Hesse a 
governor Koland Koch. 

After a second telephone conference call Wednesday night, a sta’ 
and federal working group led by the Interior Ministry in Berlin a 6 = 
to come together for the first time Friday to examine whether the 
NED poses enough af a threat to German democracy to justify a 
camplete ban. 

Interior Ninistry official Krigitte Zypries said it expected ta 
have its report ready by mid-October sa that a decision could be 
made at a conference in November. | 

Shocked by the increasing frequency of xenephobic and 
anti-Semitic viclence, including bombings and three fatal beatings 
60 far this year, civic leaders have appealed for police and courts 
to crack down on neo-Nazis and for the public toe get invelved in 
thwarting such attacks. 

e In a Sign of determination, a court in the Kerlin suburb af 
Fotedam convicted a 37-year-old man of inciting racial hatred and 
using iliegail Mazi slogans just 16 hours after he was arrested for 
shouting “*Sieg Heil’’ and *‘Jews out’’ from his apartment window in 
the middie of the night. 

The man was ordered to pay 1,40@ marks (dirs S@@) to charity anc 
put on eight months probation. 

Three youths, ages 17 to 26, were sentenced to seven months in 
prison for causing bodily harm and disturbing the peace during a 
memorial July 9 near the former Nazi concentration camp Kemna near 
Wuppertal. 








The three admitted they were among a group of 15 masked 
assailants who attacked people at the service with stones, clubs and 
tear gas as they prepared to lay a wreath for the camp’s victims. 
“{pfg-cb-te) ¢ 
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“RC-Germany-Neo-Nazi, @nd Ld-Writethru 
“Government moves to ban suspected neo-Nazi party after latest 
bombing ¢ 
“Eds: UPDATES with German soldier suspended from duty, Holocaust 
poll. Trims<¢ 
“By PAUL GEITNER= 
“ASsSOCiated Press Writer= : 

RERLIN (APD — The government pressed ahead Thursday with efforts 
to ban an extreme-right party that has become a magnet for neo-Nazi 
skinheads as police questioned one of its youth leaders in 
eonnection with the bombing of a furkish-owned restaurant. 

No one was injured in the early morning blast, which shattered 
the glass front door of the snack bar in the eastern city of 
Eisenach. But the latest outbreak in daily wave of anti-foreigner 
Violence sent renewed shudders across Germany. 

““i've never had problems with Germans till now,’"’ said Yilmaz 
Alkan as he surveyed the damage to the business he’s run for the 
past five years. “They're really good customers. Kut now I'm 
worried for my wife and my two children.?? 

Folice took a 19-year-old far-right rowdy inte custody after he 
was spotted by a patrol car near the scene. The youth, Patrick 
Wischke, was the prime suspect but had denied involvement, police 
said. 

Wischhe is known to police as the local leader of the youth wing 
of he extreme-right National Democratic Party of Germany (NPD), 
with several convictions for causing bodily harm stemming from past 
fights. 

German politicians have begun considering a ban on the fringe 
party as part of efforts to stem a recent surge in neo-Nazi 
violence. - 

Electorally insignificant, the MFD nonetheless has become the 
most visible party on the far right through skinhead rallies and 
marches. Especially in the depressed, former communist east, 
unemployed and disillusioned youth attracted to the drunken 
camaraderie buy inte the party’s anti-foreigner message. 

“The NPD has completely changed in the past two or three yeuee 
from an oid man’s club to a collecting pool for aggressive 
neo-Nazis,’’ said Bavarian Interior Minister Guenther Keckstein, who 
is Teading the push for “a ban **to take away this crystallization 2a 
point of the vioclence.’’ 

Uther state leaders, however, expressed skepticism about whether 
a ban would be effective. - 

““Gne can’t ban political muddle-headedness,'* said Hesse state 
governor Roland Koch. 

State and federal officials led by the Interior Ministry in 
Berlin were to meet for the first time Friday to examine whether the 
NPD poses enough of a threat to German democracy to justify a 
camplete ban. Interior Ministry official Brigitte Zypries said a 
decision couid be made at a conference in Movember. 

Shecked by the increasing frequency of xenophobic and 
anti-Semitic violence, including bombings and three fatal beatings 
s0 far this year, civic leaders have appealed for police and courts 
to\ecrack down on neo-Nazis and for the public to get involved in 
thwarting such attacks. 

Three youths, ages 17 to 26, were sentenced to Thursday seven 
months in prison for disrupting a memorial July 9 at the former Nazi 
concentration camp Kemna near Wuppertal. 

The three admitted they were among 15 masked assailants who 
attacked people at the service with stones, clubs and tear gas as 
they prepared to lay a wreath for the camp’s victims. | 

A German army staff sergeant suspected of applying for a **Heil 
Hitler’? Web site last week was suspended from duty, the Defense 
Ministry said. Frosecutors in the eastern city of Schwerin are 
examining whether to charge the 2&-year-old soldier, who registered 
an Internet page called www.heil-hitler.de under laws, against 
neo-Nazi activity. 

A new poll among German high schoolers pointed to widespread 
ignorance about the Holocaust. The survey, reported Thursday in the 
weekly Die Zeit, found that about two thirds of youths from ages 14 
to 18 don’t know that the term refers to the death of 6 million Jews 
under the Nazis. Four out of 14 had never heard of the Mazi death 
camps at Auschwitz, Dachau and Treblinka. 

The Emnid polling institute surveyed 356 German youths for the 
yet unpublished research, Die Zeit said, adding that the pollsters 
put the margin of error at pilus or minus three percentage points. 
“<(pyvs-te) ¢ 
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“AC-Germany-Arsan Attack 
“German court awards damages in xenephebic arsen attack ¢ 

WUPPERTAL, Germany {APD — A ceurt awarded damages Tuesday te 
three survivers of Germany's worst xenophobic arsan attack, in which 
twe Turkish wemen and three girls died in 1993. 

But chances the victims will be paid were remote. The four 
neao-Nazis whe set fire te the heuse in the western city ef Selingen 
as two Turkish families slept inside are serving leng prisen terms 
and had na inceme or assets. 

Bekir Genc was awarded 250, @@@ marks {dirs 116, @@@) and a manth 
Gisability pension fer burn injuries suffered in the blaze. 

Ahmet Ince, whe lest Ais 27-year-eld wife Gursun in the attack, 
wes awarded &,@@@ marks idirs 3, 7@@) by the state ceurt. His 
daughter, Gueidane, was awarded 18,@@@ marks {dirs 4,65@), 

in addition, the attackers must pay medical cests fer the 
treatment ef the survivers, Judge Velker Mengel ruled. 

Atnan Erdal, the lawyer for the victim families, said he had su 
for damages te disceurage similiar attacks. - 

‘“Even if these damaged won't see any money, potential criminal 
must know that in addition te leng prisen terms, they will have te 
recken with High financial restitutiaen,’’ he said. 

Jochen Ghliger, a lawyer representing the twe youngest men 
convicted in the attack, said he would net appeal the decision. 

The May 29, 1993 fire in Selingen, 46@ kKilemeters {25 miles) nor 
of Celeogne, was the werst in a series ef xenephobic attacks that 
reised international concerns follewing German unification in 1998. 

Durmus and Mevilude Genc, lengtime German residents as **guest 
workers, ’'’ iast the heart of their 14-member family in the attack _ 
twe daughters, twe granddaughters and a niece. The youngest was four 
years old. 

Feur young Germans, ages 18 te 25 at the time af the attach, we 
cenvicted an murder and atteapted wurder charges and received jail 
sentenced ef between 1@ and if years. 

Gartmann initially teld pelice that the four committed the cri 
then withdrew his confession saying police ferced it aut of him by 
threatening ta throw Aim inte a cell with Turks. Reher alse 
initially said all four set the Blaze, then recanted and insisted he 
had acted alone. Keehnen and Buchhelz maintained they were innocent. 

{gb-to?) 
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Yr 2 BC-Germany-ArsoenAttack IstLd-Writethru @S-16 @419 
23S 47 intjw ank fru Frup 
“AC-Germany-Arsan Attack, Ist Ld-Writethru 
“German court awards Gamages in xenophebic arsan attack ¢ 
“Eds: RECASTS and SUBS ages at time of attack, RESTORES full names in 
last two grafs¢ 

WUPPERTAL, Germany {AP) — A ceurt erdered four German arsonists 
Tuesday te pay damages te survivers of Germany's worst wenoephabic 
attack, which left twa Turkish women and three girls dead in 1993. 

Bekir Genc was awarded 250, @@@ marks {dirs 116, @@@) and a month 
Gisability pension fer burn injuries suffered when the neo-Nazi 
youths set fire te a house in the western city ef Selingen as twe 
Furkish families siept inside. 

Ahmet Ince, whe lest his 27-year-cld wife Gursun in the attack, 
wes awarded &,@@@ marks {dirs 3, 7@@) by the state court. His 
daughter, Gueldane, was awarded 18@,@@@ marks {dirs 4, &@@), 

In addition, the attackers must pay medical costs for the 
treatwent of the survivers, Judge Voelker Mengel ruled. 

But chances that the victims will be paid are remote because th 
arsenists ages 16 to £3 at the time ef the attack _ are serving 
lieng prison terms fer murder and had ne income er assets. 

Atnan Erdal, the lawyer fer the victim families, said he had su 
for damages te disceurage similar attacks. 

‘““Even if these damaged won't see any money, petential criminal 
must knew that in addition te leng prisen terms, they will have te 
reckon with high financial restitution, ’’ he said. 

Jechen Qhliger, & lawyer representing the two yeungest men 
cenviocted in the attack, said he would net appeal the decisian. 

The May 29, 1993 Fire in Selingen, 4@ kilometers (25 miles) ner 
ef Calegne, was the werst in a series ef xenephebic attacks that 
reised international concerns following German unification in 1998. 

Durmus and Mevlude Genc, lengtime German residents as * ‘guest 
workers, ’’ lest the heart of their 14-member family in the attack _ 
twe Gaughters, two granddaughters and a niece. The youngest was four 
years eld. 

Feur young Germans were canvicted eof murder and attempted murde 
charges in the attack and received jail sentenced of between 1282 and 
iS years. 

Markus Gartmann initially teld pelice that the four cemmitted ¢t 
crime, then withdrew his cenfession saying police forced it aut of 
Him By threatening te throw him inte a cell with Turks. Christian 
Reher alsa initially said all four set the blaze, then recanted and 
insisted he had acted alone. 

Felix Keehnen and Christian Buchhelz maintained they were 
innecent. 
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“HC-Germany~-Summit 
“Clinton, Blair among world leaders invited to Berlin summit in June < 

BERLIN (APD U.S. Presicent Baill Clinton and British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair are among 13 world leaders invited ta join 
Chancellor Gerhard techroeder for a summit in June, the German 
government said Thursday. 

The meeting continues Giscussions that began in Florence, 
among the leaders under the theme ‘‘Modern Governance in the lst 
Century, ’! aimed at developing dialogue between politicians anc 
academics. 

(ithers invitecd for the June i'-S summit are leaders fram 
Argentina, Grazii, Chile, France, [srael, Italy, ‘iouth Africa, the 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Fortugal and Sweden. 

H# meeting inclucing Clinton had originally been schedulec 
in Berlin, but was oostaoned after Blair said he couldn’t make it 
because it caincidecd with elections for Landon mayor. 
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“BCO-Ghermany- Summit, ist Le-Writethru 
“Clinton, Blair among world leaders invited to Berlin summit in June ¢ 
“bods: UPDATES with White House confirms Clinton attencing < 
BERLIN (AF) U.S. resident Bill Clinton and British Frime 
Minister tony Blair are among iS worid leaders invited to join 
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder for a summit in June, the German 
novernment said Thurscay. 
the meeting continues discussions that began in Florence, Italy, 
among the leaders under the theme “‘Modern Governance in the “1st 
Lentury,’? aimed at developing dialogue between politicians anc 
academics. 
jhe White House cenfirmec Thursciay that Clinton woulea attenc the 
SUMMIT aS Part of a longer ECurcpean tris. The U.S. president also 
Willi pack up the prestigious Charlemanne prire in Aachen anc take 
part in a European Union summit in Lisson, Portugal. 
(tthers invited for the June ¢-A summit are leaders from 
Mroentina, Brazil, Chile, irrance, Israel, Italy, South Africa, the 
etherlands, New Zealand, Fortugal anc Swecien. 
H meeting including Clinton hac originally been schedulec for May 
in Berlin, but was postooned after Blair said he couldn’t make it 
because it coincicecd with elections for Lancan mayor. 
“(bh—-oFa) ¢ 
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“AC-Germany-Gre ens 
“Greens reinforce eppositien te Turkey tank sale, but daen't threaten 
cealitiang¢ 

KARLSRUHE, Germany {AFD — Germany's Greens party en Saturday 
reinforced its oeppoesitien te selling tanks te Turkey, But delegates 
at a party convention stepped shert af threatening te leave the 
governing coalitian. 

The party has eppesed arms sales te Turkey, a NATO ally, citing 
the country’s peer Auman rights recerd by its treatment af the 
minerity Kurds. 

Last week, the Fereign Ministry confirmed a German company has 
sade &@ preliminary request for permission te supply 1,@@@ Leopard & 
tanks tea Turkey. 

The government has net acted en the request by the Mainz—-based 
industrial concern Krauss-Maffei-Wegmann. The Gelivery ef a single 
test tank te Turkey had already caused an uprear last year, but the 
company said tests with that tank were net yet cempleted. 

Greens general manager Reinhard Buetikefer said the reselutien 
Saturday was net a@ threat against the Secial Democrats, Chancellier 
Gerhard Schreeder's party. This was ‘“‘ne message te an eppenent, but 


rather @ message of suspicion te a pelitical friend,'’ he teid the 
7oS@ delegates. 
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“BC-Germany-Greens, Ist Ld-Writethru 
“Environment minister sends clear signal te industry en shutting dawn 
nuciear plants ¢ 
“Eds: UPDATES threughcut with comments frem environmental minister. ¢ 

KARLSRUHE, Germany {AFD _— Germany's Greens party sent a stroeng 
message te industry at a party cenvention Saturday te save along 
with stalled negotiations ever shutting dawn the country’s nuciear 
power plants. 

““End the delays, end the playing for time!" Envirenment 
Minister Juergen Trittin, a Greens member, said te the cheers of 
Gelegates, whe awarded him with minutes of applause after his 
speech. 

Germany’s governing cealitian has agreed that each nuclear plan 
Sheuld be shut down after 3@ years, and the Greens want the first te 
go eff-line before the nent federal electiaen in 2@a2. 

Trittin repeated Ais positiaen that 3@ years was an abselute lis 
For just the eldest plants, and there would be no extension ef time. 

The ether plants, he said, sheuld be shut Gaewn within 18 years. 

The Greens have made the nuclear issue their main poelicy goal, 
but that has been avershadewed by the party’s lesses in elections _ 
state, federal and Euvrepean Parliament _— ever the past twe years, 
which have alse set eff an acrimenicus leadership battle. 

The Greens en Saturday alse reinforced their eppesition te 
selling tanks te Turkey, But delegates stepped short of threatening 
te leave the governing cealitian. 

The party has eppesed arms sales te Turkey, a NATG ally, citing 
the country’s poor Auman rights record by its treatment of the 
minority Kurds. | 

Last week, the Foreign Ministry confirmed a German company has 
wade a preliminary request for permissian te supply 1,@@@ Leopard 2 
tanks ta Turkey. 

The gevernment has net acted en the request by the Mainz-basec 
industrial concern Krauss-Maffei-Wegmann. The delivery of a single 
test tank te Turkey had already caused an uprear dJast year, But the 
company said tests with that tank were net yet cempleted. 

Greens general manager Reinhard Buetikefer said the reselutien 
Saturday was net a threat against the Secial Democrats, Chancellor 
Gerhard Schreeder'’s party. This was ‘‘ne message te an eppenent, but 
rather @ message ef suspicien te a pelitical friend,’’ he teld the 
7S@ delegates. 
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28S intj Bri frup ank 
“AC-Germany-Greens, 2nd Ld-Writethru 
“Environment minister sends clear signal te industry an shutting dawn 
nuciear plants ¢ 
“Eds: UPDATES with party resolutions fer immediate nuclear shutdown 
Failing. ¢ 

KARLSRUHE, Germany (AFP) _ Germany's Greens party at a party 
cenvention Saturday urged the power industry te maeve aleng with 
stalled negotiations ever shutting down the country's nuclear power 
Plants. 

‘“End the delays, end the playing for time!’! Envirenment 
Minister Juergen Trittin, a Greens member, said te the cheers of 
delegates, whe awarded him with pinutes of applause after his 
speech. 

Germany's governing cealition has agreed that each nuciear plan 
sheuld be shut down after 3@ years, and the Greens want the first te 
go eff-line before the next federal electiaen in 2882. 

Trittin repeated his paesitien that 3@ years was an absolute lin 
for just the clidest plants, and there would be no extension of time. 

The ether plants, he said, sheuld be shut dawn within 18 years. 

Backing away from the demands cf in the party for an immediate 
shutdewn ef the plants, the delegates passed resolutions supporting 
Trittin’s ceurse of ceompremise with the Greens’ geverning partner, 
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder's Sacial Democrats. 

The Greens have made the nuclear issue their main policy geal, 
but that has been ecvershadewed by the party’s lesses in electians 
State, federal and Euvurepean Parliament _— over the past two years, 
which have alse set eff an acrimonicus leadership battle. 

The Greens en Saturday alse reinferced their eppositien te 
selling tanks te Turkey, But delegates stepped shert of threatening 
te leave the gaverning cealitiaen. 

The party has eppesed arms sales te Turkey, a NATO ally, citing 
the ceuntry’s peer Auman rights recerd by its treatment ef the 
minority Kurds. 

Last week, the Foreign Ministry cenfirmsged a German company has 
made & preliminary request for permission te supply 1,@@@ Leopard 2 
tanks te Turkey. 

The gevernment has net acted en the reguest by the Mainz-based 
industrial cencern Krauss-Maffei-Wegmann. The delivery of a@& singie 
test tank te Turkey had already caused an uprear last year, but the 
company said tests with that tank were not yet cempleted. 

Greens general manager Reinhard Buetikefer said the reselutien 
Saturday was met a threat against the Secial Demecrats. This was 
‘““ne message te an epponent, but rather a message cf suspicion te 2a 
Pelitical friend,'’ he teid the 75@ delegates. 
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“German president urges reapening ef theelegical scoheaol ¢ 
“Ae Khatas ¢ : 
ISTANBUL, Turkey (AP) — German President Johannes Rau en Saturds 
urged the reapening ef an Orthedex Christian thealegical scheel | 
closed down by Turkish autherities nearly J years aga. 
Rau Heid taiks with Ecumenical Patriarch Barthelemew I, the 
Spiritual leader cf the werid’s Orthedenr Christians, at the | 
patriarchate on the shere af Istanbul's Gelden Harn. 
Accerding to members ef the German delegation whe speke an 
cendition ef anonymity, Rau said he weuld werk for the reepening af 
the Theological Scheel of Halki, a training ground for many Greek 
GQrthedaew leaders. It was shut dawn by Turkey in 1972 under a law 
previding state contrel aver religicus higher education. 
The scheel was based on the island ef Heybeli, knewn in Greek 
Halki, just eff Istanbul. 
Rau seid he had discussed the issue with President Suleyman 
Demirel and Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit in Ankara. 
After a lunch with Turkish and German Business leaders, the 
German president was te return te Berlin later Saturday. 
“Csweh tik) 
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“German president says Turkey has Jeng way ahead te gain El 
membership ¢ 
“AE Fhates ¢ 
“By SUZAN FRASER= . 
“Associated Press Writer= 

ANKARA, Turkey {AFD — In the first visit ef a Eurepean head of 
state since Ankara’s acceptance as a candidate for the Eurepean 
“inion, German President Johannes Rau stressed Thursday that Turkey 
had te werk hard te become a member af the ecenemic alliance. 

President Suleyman Demirel welcemed Rau at the presidential 
Palace, saying his visit, the first by a German president in 14 
years, marked improving relations. 

“"F would ilike te enpress that we appreciate the German 
government’s determined stance toward Turkey taking its place within 
Euvrepe’s integration,’’ said a selemn-lecking Demirel, a day after 
the parliament rejected a constitutional amendment that would have 
allowed him te seek a secend term. Demirel'’s term enpires in May. 

But Rau cautiaened that the read te membership fer this 
predominantly Muslim ceuntry weuld be difficult. Human rights 
activists have accused Turkey ef terturing prisoners and ether 
rights abuses. 

“Friends always speak frankly... there is a leng way ahead 
before the El’ membership {fer Turkey), Beth sides shauld have te 
make & lot of effort,'' Rau said. 

Rau'’s visit follows a recent chill in Turkish-German ties aver 
the possible sale of 1,@@@ German tanks to the Turkish army. The 
issue strained relations between Germany's cealitioen partners last 
month, after the Mainz-based industrial cencern 
Krauss-Maffei-Wegmann asked the German government for permission te 
pravide the tanks ta Turkey. 

The Greens Party, a member of the governing cealition, oeppeses 
the sale, citing Turkey’s peer human rights recerd. The government | 
ied By Chanceller Gerhard Schreeder's Secial Democrats has net 
responded te the manufacturers’ request. 

As president, Rau has little say en the issue, which is entirel 
up toe Germany’s gevernment. 

Geed relations are important te beth ceuntries. Turkey needs 
Germany’s support in its Bid te become a full El! member. Germany 
eften deals with Turkey in questions relating te the more than 2 
Billion Turks living in Germany. 

Rau is scheduled te meet Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit an 
Thursday. He will meet with human rights greups on Friday before 
traveling te the quake-stricken nerthwestern province ef Bolu with 
Demirel te inaugurate prefabricated houses funded by the German 
gevernment. Demirel thanked Rau fer funding the homes. 

Rau is scheduled te leave Saturday. 

APL D-@4-@h-88 @9S4GMT ¢ 


LDS SD fone 
um msgé&istanbul 4-85 BaAlé 

ist Jens 
“ms g&é& istanbul 

ene @f the key issues is whether the turks invelved were 
galiatasaray fans. what are police saying about this? 
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“EOC-Turkey-Germany, @354 ¢ 

“German president visits Turkey 

ANKARA, Turkey {AFD — German President Jcehannes Rau arrived 
Wednesday on a three-day state visit ta Turkey, the first By a 
Eurepean head @f state since Ankara'’s acceptance as a candidate te 
the Eurepean Unien. 

Geoed relations are important fer bath ceuntries. Turkey needs 
Germany's support in its bid ta beceme a full member of the Eurepean 
“inion; Germany oeften deals with Turkey in questions relating te 2 
million Turks living in Germany, many as former ‘‘guest workers. ’? 

The visit follews a recent chill in relations ever the possible 
sale of 1,888 German tanks ta the Turkish army. The issue strained 
relatiens between Germany's cealitien partners last month after the 
Mainz-based industrial cencern Krauss-Maffei-Wegmann asked the 
German government for permission te previde the tanks te Turkey. 

The governing Green Party eppeses the sale, citing criticism of 
Turkey's Auman rights recerd. The government led by Chanceliar 
Gerhard Schreeder's Secial Democrats has net responded te the 
mRanuifacturer’s request. 

Rau has little er ne power on the issue, which is entirely up ft 
Germany’s gavernment. But the president is likely te stress the need 
for Turkey te impreve its human rights recerd —_ a key canditien fer 
ts integratian in Europe. 

‘‘We must be clear te Turkey that the European Unien is net enl 
a market, but alse a community of principles, ’’ Rau said Wednesday 
at the end ef his three-day visit te Turkey'’s regienal rival, 

Sree Ce. 
He reiterated the El/’s demands that Ankara abide by EUV 
Pregiuiations, including banning the death penaity and terture. 

Turkey still has the death penalty, but hasn’t executed anyene — 
since 1994; human rights greup say terture is widespread in Turkish 
police statians. 

Rau is expected te held talks with President Suleyman Demirel a 
Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit Thursday. He will meet with human 
rights groups Friday before traveling te the earthquake-stricken 
city @f Bolu te inaugurate prefabricated Aeuses Funded by the German 
government. 

The president is scheduled te leave Saturday. 
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“German president visits Turkey ¢ 

SNKARA, Turkey {AFD — German President Johannes Rau arrived 
Wednesday on a three-day state visit te Turkey, the First wisit of @ 
Eurepean head ef state since Ankara'’ts acceptance as a candidate tea 
the Eurepean Unian. 

Good relations are important fer beth countries. Turkey needs 
Germany's support in its bid ta beceme a Full member ta the Evrepean 
Union; Germany meanwhile eaeften deals with Turkey in questions 
reliating te twe million Turks living in Germany. 

The visit Fellows a recent chill in relations aver the possible 
sale of 1,@@@8@ German tanks te the Turkish army. The issue strained 
relations between Germany’s caalition partners last manth, after the 
Mainz-based industrial cencern Krauss-Maffei-Wegmann asked the 
German government fer permission te pravide the tanks te Turkey. 

The geverning Green Farty eppases the sale, citing Turkey's poe 
human rights recerd. The government led by Chanceller Gerhard 
Schroeder's Secial Demacrats has not responded to the manufacturers 
request. | 

Rau has little te no pewer on the issue, which is entirely up t 
Germany's government. But the president is likely te stress the need 
For Turkey te impreve it’s human rights recerd _ a key condition for “Y 
its Le gees OF in Eurepe. ae 

‘We must be clear te Turkey and the Eurepean Union is net ont y 
market, but alse a community ef principles,’’ Rau said Wednesday at | 
the end ef his three-day visit te Turkey’s regienal rival Greece. i 

He reiterated the EU’s demands that Ankara abide by Ev 
regulations, including banning the Geath penalty and terture. 

Turkey still has the death penalty, But hasn't executed anyane 
since 19843; human rights greup say torture is widespread in Turkish 
police shadtdons. 

Rau is expected te held taivts with President Suleyman Demirel a 
Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit Thursday... He will meet with Auman 
rights groups of Friday befere traveling te the gquake-striken city 
cf Belu te inaugurate prefabricated heauses Funded by the German 
government. 

The president is scheduled to leave Saturday. 
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“RC-Turkey-Germany, Ist Ld¢ 

“German president says Turkey and Ell have leng way ahead fer 
integration ¢ 

“EDS: RECASTS lead te update with German president saying both Turkey 
and the EWU have toe werk hard, ADDS Turkish president’s comment on 
tank sales, picks up graf 8 pvs¢ 

“AE Fhates ¢ 

“By SUZAN FRASER= 

“Associated FPress Writer= 

ANKARA, Turkey {AFD — In the First visit ef a Evurepean head af 
state since Ankara’s acceptance as a candidate fer the Eurepean 
Union, German FPresident Johannes Rau stressed Thursday that both 
Turkey and the El must werk hard fer Ankera's membership in the 
alliance. 

President Suleyman Demirel welcemed Rau at the presidential 
Palace, saying his visit, the first by a German president in 14 
years, Marked improving relations. 

““F weuld like te enpress that we appreciate the German 
government’s determined stance toward Turkey taking its place within 
Eurepe’s integration, ’’ seid a selemn-lecking Demirel, a day after 
the parliament rejected a constitutienal amendment that would have 
allowed him te seek a secend term. Demirel'’s term expires in May. 

But Rau cautioned that the read te membership for this 
predominantly Muslim ceuntry weuld be Gifficult. Human rights 
activists have accused furkey ef terturing priseners and ether 
rights abuses, 

“Friends @liways speak frankiy ... there is &@ leng way ahead 
befere the EU membership, beth sides sheuld have te make a let af 
effort,’ Rau said. 

Rau'’s visit fellows a recent chill in Turkish-German ties ever 
the possible sale of 1,@@@ German tanks te the Turkish army. The 
issue strained relations between Germany’s cealition partners last 
month, after the Mainz-based industrial cencern 
Krauss-Maffei-Wegmann asked the German government for permission ta 
preavide the tanks te Turkey. 

The Greens Farty, a& member ef the governing cealitican, eppeses 
the sale, citing Turkey's peer human rights recerd. The gevernment 
ied By Chancellier Gerhard Schreeder'’s Secial Democrats has net 
responded te the manufacturer's request. 

‘““Jurkey is a peaceful ceuntry. It dees net buy equipment te us 
against another country, and certainly net against its own peoeple,'' 
Demirel said. ‘‘Iit Buys them as a deterrent.'’' 

As president, Sth graf pve? 
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“AC-~Germany-Turkey-Tanks 
“German industrial firm requests permission te sell 1,@@@ tanks te 
Turkey ¢ 

BERLIN {AFD — A German cempany has made a preliminary request F¢ 
permission te supply 1,@@@ Leopard & tanks te Turkey, the Foreign 
Ministry confirmed Friday. 

The move was sure toe raise the ire ef the pacifist wing ef the 
Junier cealition partner Greens party. 

The government has not yet acted en the request frem the 
Mainz-based industrial concern Krauss-Maffei-Wegmann, which was 
received Tuesday, said Foreign Ministry spekesman Andreas Michaelis 
said. He preavided ne ether details. 

Chancellor Gerhard Schreeder'’s gevernment last year decided te 
previde Turkey a single advanced medei af the Lecpard ©& for testing, 
in cempetition with several other NATO ceuntries, including the 
l“inited States. 

That breught heated discussien from tep Greens, including 
Environment Minister fuergen Trittin, whe said the cealitian 
agreement stated that human rights issues should play a decisive 
rele In appreval of armas experts. 

Bath the Greens and Schreeder's centrist Secial Democrats have 
criticized Turkey for repressian ef their Kurdish pepulatian, mastly 
in the seutheast of the country, where they were fighting against 
the Turkish army fer autenemy for 14 years and seme 37, @@@ people an 
both sides were killed. 

Turkey has argued that by supplying the test tank it was 
understood that Germany was cemmitting itself te pravide the 1, @@a 
it wants te erder if the Leepard 2 wen cut in the testing, and that 
Human rights sheuld net be a facter in the cempetitiaen. 

{gh-ch) 
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“BC-Germany-Turkey-Tanks, 3rd Ld-Writethru 

“German industrial firm requests permission te sell 1,@@@ tanks te 

Turkey ¢ 

“Eds: RECASTS Grd graf with Turkish prime minister's comment ¢ 

“AP Phates FRAIQ@4, FRAI@S ¢ 

BERLIN {AFD _ A German company has made a preliminary request Fi 
permissian te supply 1,@@@ Leopard ©& tanks te Turkey, the Fereign 
Ministry canfirmed Friday. 

The move was sure te reise the ire of the pacifist wing of the 
Junier cealition partner Greens party. 

The government has not yet acted on the request Ffrem the 
Mainz-based industrial concern Krauss-Maffei-Wegmann, which was 
received Tuesday, said Fereign Ministry spekesman Andreas Michaelis. 

He previded nae aether details. 

Asked about the tanks by reporters at his party's headquarters 
where he attended national heliday festivities, Turkish Prime 
Minister Bulent Ecevit said: ‘There has been no official 
development yet.'’’ 

Neither efficials at Turkey’s chief ef general staff ner the 
Turkish defense ministry could cenfirm the tanks had been erdered. 
Government offices were clased fer the heliday pericad. 

Chancellier Gerhard Schreeder's gevernment last year decided tea 
Ppravide Turkey a single advanced model of the Leopard 2&2 fer testing, 
in competition with several ether NATO ceuntries, including the 
linzted States. 

That Breught heated discussion from tep Greens, including 
Environment Minister Juergen Trittin, whe said the cealitian 
agreement stated that human rights issues should play a decisive 
rele in appreval of arms exports. 

Both the Greens and Schreeder's centrist Secial Demecorats have 
eriticized Turkey for its treatment ef the ceuntry’s If wmiliian 
Kurds, particularly fer its policies in a 15-year war against 
Kurdish rebels fighting for autencay in southeast Turkey where 
speradic clashes centinue. 

Turkey has argued that by supplying the test tank it was 
understecd that Germany was committing itself ta previde the 1, @@@ 
it wants te erder if the Leopard 2 wen eut in the testing, and that 
human rights sheuld net be a factor in the cempetition. 

{gb-ch) 
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“BC-Germany-Turkey-Tanks, 4th Ld-Writethru 
“German firm seeks te sell 1,@@@ tanks tea Turkey? 
“Eds: UPDATES with reactien from Greens party, other details 
threughout, trims pyvs¢ 
“AP Phateas FRAI@4—-1a5 ¢ 

BERLIN {AFD _— A German cempany has made a preliminary request Ff 
permission toe supply 1,@@@ Leopard 2 tanks to Turkey, the Foreign 
Ministry coenfirmed Friday. 

The move was quickly criticized by the pacifist wing ef the 
Greens party, the junior partner in the geverning cealition, which 
cited Turkey's human rights recerd as unsatisfactory. 

The government has net acted on the request By the Mainz—-based 
industrial cencern Krauss-Maffei-Wegmann, which was received 
Tuesday, said Foreign Ministry spokesman Andreas Michaelis. 

He said that input en the pessible sale was still being awaited 
from the foreign, ecenemics and defense ministries. ‘‘I can’t name a 
concrete timetable.'!’ 

Asked about the tanks by reporters at his party's headquarters 
where he attended national holiday festivities, Turkish Prime 
Minister Bulent Ecevit said: ‘‘There has been no ef ficial 
development yet.'’’ 

A spokesman for Krauss-Maffei-Wegmann said that Turkey had not 
yet decided an erdering the tanks. Tests Turkey is conducting with a 
single Leopard © previded earlier wan't be cempleted until summer, 
he said. He said that reports the deal would be waerth some 14 
billion marks {dirs 7 Billian) “‘‘are net unrealistic. '’ 

Ant je Radcke, a Greens leader, told German television that a ta 
sale to Turkey ‘“‘cannot be reconciled’’ with government guidelines 
agreed with Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder's Secial Democrats. 

Her party colleague, Baerbel Hoehn, the envirenment minister of 
North-Rhine Westphalia state, said the Greens cannet accept export 
cof arms te a ceuntry in which human rights vielatiaens take place. 

‘““In my view there is currently noe possibility and alse noe apti 
for delivery of weapons te Turkey,’’ Heehn telid N24 television. 

Gevernment spckesman Liwe-Karsten Heye, trying te defuse the 
cutery, said nae cealitioen talks would be held on the issue. He said 
that officials had already made clear toe Turkey what policy was 
needed for any tank sale. 

Nething has changed about these conditions er expectations, Hey 
said. 

Schreeder's government last year decided te previde Turkey a 
single advanced model of the Leopard 2 for testing, in cempetitiaen 
with several other NATO ceuntries, including the United States. 

Both the Greens and Schreeder's centrist Secial Democrats have 
leng criticized Turkey for its treatment of the country’s 12 million 
Kurds, particularly fer its pelicies in a is-year war against 
Kurdish rebels fighting fer autenemy in southeast Turkey, where 
sporadic clashes continue. 

Turkey has argued that by supplying the test tank it was 
understood that Germany was committing itself te provide the 1, @@@ 
it wants te erder if the Leepard £2 wen eut in the testing, and that 
Human rights should net be a facter in the cempetitian. 
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“REPEAT te ADD FPhate Slug? 
“German industrial firm requests permission te sell 1,@@@ tanks te 
Turkey ¢ 

AP Phetes FRAIQS, FRAIG@S ¢ 

BERLIN (AP) _— A German cempany has made a preliminary request Fe 
permission te supply 1,@@@ Leepard © tanks te Turkey, the Fereign 
Ministry confirmed Friday. 

The move was sure te raise the ire ef the pacifist wing of the 
Junier cealition partner Greens party. 

The government has not yet acted en the request fram the 
Mainz-based industrial cencern Krauss-Maffei-Wegmann, which was 
received Tuesday, said Fereign Ministry spokesman Andreas Michaelis. 
He provided ne ether details. 

Chanceller Gerhard Schreeder's gevernment last year decided te 
Pprevide Turkey a single advanced medel of the Leaepard 2 fer testing, 
in competition with several ether NATO ceuntries, including the 
l“inited States. 

That breught heated discussion from tep Greens, including 
Environment Minister Juergen Trittin, whe said the cealitiaen 
agreement stated that human rights issues sheuld play a decisive 
rele in approval of arms experts. 

Beth the Greens and Schreeder's centrist Secial Democrats have 
criticized Turkey for repression ef their Kurdish populatien, mostly 
in the seutheast ef the country, where they were fighting against 
the Turkish army for autenemy for 14 years and same 37,@@8@8 peeple an 
Leth sides were killed. 

Turkey has argued that By supplying the test tank it was 
understeoaod that Germany was committing itself te previde the 1, @@@ 
it wants te erder if the Leepard 2 wen eut in the testing, and that 
human rights should net be a factor in the cempetitian. 
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“German industrial firm requests permission te sell 1,@@@ tanks te 
Turkey ¢ 
“Eds: RECASTS penultimate graf te clarify te Fighting Kurdish rebels; 
ADDS phete numbers ¢ 
“AF Pheates FRAI@4—-1a5 ¢ 

BERLIN (AP) _ A German cempany has made a preliminary request Fe 
permission te supply 1,@@@ Leopard & tanks te Turkey, the Fereign 
Ministry confirmed Friday. 

The mave was sure te raise the ire @f the pacifist wing of the 
Junior cealition partner Greens party. 

The government has net yet acted on the request frem the 
Mainz-based industrial cencern Krauss-Maffei-Wegmann, which was 
received Tuesday, said Fereign Ministry spokesman Andreas Michaelis. 
He previded ne other details. 

Chancellor Gerhard Schreeder's gevernment last year decided tea 
Pprevide Turkey a single advanced medel ef the Leapard & for testing, 
in competition with several ether NATO ceuntries, including the 
United States. 

That Brought heated discussion from top Greens, including 
Environment Minister Juergen Trittin, whe said the cealition 
agreement stated that Human rights issues sheuld play a decisive 
rele in appreval of arms exports. 

Both the Greens and Schreeder's centrist Social Democrats have 
criticized Turkey for its treatment ef the country’s If million 
Kurds, particularly for its policies in a is—-year war against 
Kurdish rebels fighting fer autenemy in seutheast Turkey where 
sporadic clashes centinue. 

Turkey has argued that by supplying the test tank it was 
understeaed that Germany was cemmitting itself te previde the 1, @@@ 
it wants te erder if the Leopard 2 wen eut in the testing, and that 
Human rights should not be a facter in the cempetitian. 

{gb-cob) 

OP -LD-@3-17-@@ 1243GMT ¢ 





GEH4S42<--—— 

re 2 BC-Germany-Turkey-Tanks IstLd-Writethru @i-1l? @286 
28S 88S inty ank fru frup 
“BAOC-Germany-Turkey-Tanks, ist Ld-Writethru 
“German industrial firm requests permissian te sell 1,@@@ tanks te 
Turkey ¢ 
“Eds: RECASTS penultimate graf te clarify te fighting Kurdish rebels ¢ 
“AP Phoates FRAI@S, FRAI@S ¢ 

BERLIN {APD — A German cempany has made a preliminary request Ft 
permission te supply 1,@@@ Leopard © tanks te Turkey, the Foreign 
Ministry caenfirmed Friday. 

The move was sure te raise the ire ef the pacifist wing of the 
Junier cealition partner Greens party. 

The gevernment has net yet acted en the request from the 
Mainz-based industrial concern Krauss-Maffei-Wegmann, which was 
received Tuesday, said Foreign Ministry spokesman Andreas Michaelis. 
He previded no ether details. 

Chancellor Gerhard Schreeder's gevernment last year decided te 
pravide Turkey a single advanced medel ef the Leopard & fer testing, 
in cempetition with several ether NATO ceuntries, including the 
linited States. 

That bBreught heated discussion from tep Greens, including 
Envirenment Minister Juergen Trittin, whe said the ceoalitian 
agreement stated that Auman rights issues sheuld play a decisive 
rele in appreval of arms enports. 

Both the Greens and Schreeder'’s centrist Secial Democrats have 
eriticized Turkey for its treatment ef the ceuntry’s 12 millian 
Kurds, particularly for its policies in a l&-year war against 
Kurdish rebels fighting fer autencmy in seutheast Turkey where 
sporadic clashes continue. 

Turkey has argued that by supplying the test tank it was 
understecad that Germany was committing itself te previde the 1, @@@ 
it wants te erder if the Leepard £2 wen cut in the testing, and that 
Human rights sheuld net be a factor in the cempetitian. 
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BERLIN {APD — A German company has made a preliminary request Ft 
Permission te supply 1,@@@ Leopard 2 tanks te Turkey, the Foreign 
Ministry confirmed Friday. 

The move was sure te reise the ire ef the pacifist wing ef the 
Junior cealition partner Greens party. 

The gevernment has not yet acted en the request frem the 
Mainz-based industrial cencern Krauss-Maffei-Wegmann, which was 
received Tuesday, said Fereign Ministry spokesman Andreas Michaelis. 
a pravided ne ether details. 

Neither efficials at Turkey's chief of general staff ner the 
Turkish defense ministry ceuld confirm the tanks had been erdered. 
Turkey is in a@& nine-day national heliday peried and government 
cffices were closed. 

Chancellor Gerhard Schreeder'’s government last year decided te 
provide Turkey a single advanced medel of the Lecpard & for testing, 
in cempetitien with several ether NATO ceuntries, including the 
linited States. 

That Breught heated discussien frem top Greens, including 
Environment Minister Juergen Trittin, whe said the cealitian 
agreement stated that Auman rights issues should play a decisive 
rele in appreval ef arms experts. 

Both the Greens and Schreeder's centrist Secial Democrats have 
eriticized Turkey for its treatment of the country’s If million 
Kurds, particularly fer its policies in a IS-year war against 
Kurdish rebels fighting for autenemy in seutheast Turkey where 
sporadic clashes continue. 

Turkey has argued that by supplying the test tank it was 
understecd that Germany was committing itself te provide the 1, @@@ 
it wants te erder if the Leepard 2 wen eut in the testing, and that 
human rights sheuld net be a facter in the competition. 
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233 Gf intyw Bel frup ank jer 
“AC-Germany-ENt renmi sm 
Pelitioally metivated crime dreps in Germany, But FRHK still active? 

BERLIN {9F0) — The number ef anti-fereigner and anti-Semitic 
effenses reported in Germany Geclined last year, But pelitioalily 
motivated crimes cemmitted By fereigners rose, mainiy due te 
motivities ef the Banned Kurdistan Werkers Farty, the gaevernment 
said Manday. 

Overall, 1I5,828 pelitically metivated effenses were recorded 1a 
year, & percent fewer than the year before, the Interier Ministry 
said. Extreme right-wing crime was down abeut 7 percent te &, 937 
recamded effenses, anti-fereigner effenses down 14 percent tae 2,243 
and anti-Semitic dewn if percent te 417%. Extreme left-wing effenses 
were down S percent te 3, @55. 

But Interior Minister Gtte Schily neted that the number of 
Vielent crimes, ranging from Killings te disturbing the peace, rese 
more than 7 percent ta 1, 7@&. 

A ‘significant’ pertien ef the increase could be traced te th 
banned Kurdistan Werkers Farty {FRK), and the pretests that erupted 
aocress Euraepe felilewing the arrest ef their leader By Turkey dJast 
year, he said. 

That means it is still tee sean te censider lifting the Ban en 
FRH activities in Germany, he said. 

The PRK declared a cease-fire last year in its leng Fight fer 
autencmy in seutheastern Turkey. Seme 37, @@@ people were Hilled in 
ciashes Between Turkish treenms and Kurdish rebels since 1984, 
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eos, Of 3nt jw bel frup ist 
“BC-Germany~-Reichstag-Suicide 
Wan KHilis himself by self-immolation in front ef Reichstag ¢ 
BERLIN {AFD ~ A 29-year-eld man committed suicide by setting 
bimselif on fire Wednesday in FfFrant of the main entrance of the 
Reichstag, the seat ef the German parliament. 
Felice said they didn’t knaw why the man, a Turkish national, 
Poured gasoline on himself and then iit the blaze that KHiiled him. 
Fassers-Gy and parliament werkers tried ta entinguish the fire with 
their ceats and a decter whe was at the scene alse tried te save His 
life, But the man had already died By the time he was transported ta 
a Hespital. ) 
Autherities were questioning visiters te the Reichstag in their 
investigation ef the suicide. The entrance is normally where 
Hundreds ef teurists line up every day te visit the medern glass 
dome that teps the redene building. 
{hA-t od 
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233 87 intjw orl cai ist frup 
“BC-Germany-EgyptAir Hi jacking 
“Man sentenced te & years for Aijacking EgyptAir jet frem Istanbul ¢ 

HAMBURG, Germany {APD — An Egyptian whe hijacked a jet fram 
Istanbul with SS peeple aboard using enly a pen was sentenced 
Wednesday te six years in prisan. 

Fadlalah Ahmad Qmar, 3i, teek centrel of the EgyptAir Flight 
19 and had eriginally teid the crew he wanted te go te Lendan. But 
the plane landed in Hamburg because of lack of fuel, and Qmar let 
the hestages geo after police said autherities would leek ever His 
apolication for asylum. 

Qmar had made a failed application fer asylum in Germany two 
weeks before the hijacking but had been sent back te Turkey. He had 
teld authorities his metive fer taking ever the plane was ‘‘leve fer 
Germany and {tennis star) Steffi Graf.'’ 

During the trial, Qmar had said he had felt threatened by an 
“international hestile erganization’’ that had been influencing his 
theughts since 1987 using a laser from a satellite. 

A psychiatrist whe evaluated Omar reported that he ceuld net 
cut that the sentence should be reduced because of Omar's mental 
prehlems. But the expert was unable te make an exact Giagneses of 
whet psyochesis OQmar suffered. 

Qmar’s lawyer said he hadn't yet cecided whether te appeal. 
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wdeo Gel 233 87 intjw Freup ist 
“HCo-Germany-Hacker Attacks 
“German hacker says he was cantacted By FAI abeut Internet attacks ¢ 
BERLIN {AFD — A German hacker whe wrete a pregram emplayed in 
dast week's Internet attacks said in an interview published Tuesday 
that he has offered te help the FRI track dawn the culprits whe used 
3t to shut dewn sites en the Werid Wide Web. 
The 2@-year-old student, identified anily by his hacker name oF 
Mixter, teld the Neue Fresse ews pa per in Hanever that FRI agents | 
Cailed Him Manday afterneen and *“‘I aeffered them my heip.’! 
He seid he did net knew whe was responsible For attacking seve 
commercial Web sites in the United States last week, but was trying 
te track the hackers down. =e 
Mixter defended his publishing of the program TFN, er Tribe Fle 
Network, saying it was meant te help analyze and cerrect security 
ijapses in oyberspace. ‘‘I neted in an attachment te the pregram that 
és use is iillegal,’’ he was gqueted as saying. 
Mixter, whe is preparing for his cellege entrance exams, receiv 
Ais First canviction fer hacking twe weeks age _ hreaking inte a 3 
company’s cempuiter in 1998 to surf the Internet at tts expense. ~*TI 
regret that teoday,’’ he teid the newspaper. | 
He lives in Hanever's BRemerode district with his mother, a form 
teacher, the paper said. His father is a law prefesser in Istanbul, = 
Turkey. 
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“EC-Germany-Turke y 
“Turkey still seeking German guarantee for delivery ef tanks ¢ 
“OD Khatas ¢ 
“By THOMAS RIETIG= 
“MSssaciated Fress= 
BERLIN {AFD — Turkish Fereign Minister Ismail Cem asked German 
te guarantee delivery af 1,@8@8@ Leapard-2 tanks if the German madedl 
surpasses these frem ether NATO natiaens cempeting for the bid. ; 
Cem seughet the guarantee Guring a meeting with German Foreign 
Minister TJaschka Fischer, whese Greens have adamantiy appeased the 
saie of tanks te Turkey citing human rights abuses. 
Fischer teid Cem that the precess was net autematic, adding tha 
he did net enpect the tank saie question te burden relatians with 
Turkey. 
Chancellor Gerhard Schreeder's Cabinet appraved sale Jast Fendt 
ene Leopard-2£ despite the Greens ebjectioans, But the ministers 
stipulated that Auman rights must be taken inte account hefere a 
Final deal is mace. 
Diplomatic seurces in Berlin on Monday said that Schreeder had 
Pestponed a trip te Turkey intended fer early March because af 
renewed debate aver the tank sales. | 
Schreeder’'s trip was te Focus on the Eurepean Union's decision 
December ta name Turkey a candidate far fuli membership, but there | 
were naw fears if weuld be evershadawed by guestiens an the tank 
issue, the seurces said. 
{gb-ob) 
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28S intj ank Fru 
“AC-Germany-Turkey-Arrest 
“Turkish weman arrested fer alleged membership in criminal gang¢ 

KARLSRUHE, Germany {AFD — A Turkish weman suspected ef membersh 
in a&@ criminal gang and helping te smuggle fereigners inte Germany 
with false decuments has been arrested, the federal presecutar'’s 
office said Friday. 

The weman, identified enly as Perihan C., 39, a Turkish citizen 
ef Kurdish ethnicity, was arrested Thursday, a statement from the 
Karlsruhe-based office said. 

Ferihan C. is suspected ef being the tep functionary for the 
banned Kurdistan Werkers Party ({FPRK) in the Bavarian city of 
Augsburg frem March 1998 te May 1999, when she teek ever the greup’s 
activities in Berlin. 

She is suspected ef arranging the illegal entry ef six peeple 
inte Germany in late August 1998, the statement said. 
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CSS intj fru ank bru osl 
“bU-bermany-Schroeder-Europe 
“sehroeder tacks Turkish EU membership, but Hoeids human rights in 
Balance ¢ 

BERLIN (APD — Chancellor Gerhard Gchreeder says he would back 
Turkey as a candidate for turopean Union expansion at an £U summit 
next week, but emphasized Friday that an invitation would he 
conditional on improvements in human rights. 

Schreeder's broad support for Turkey’s bic te join the ilS-member 
Dloc was agreeted by applause in parliament. 

““We want a& European Turkey, ’? Schroeder said in a statement on 
Germany’s goals for the Dec. 1-11 summit in Helsinki, Finland. 

‘Une cannot on the one hand emphasize the strategic importance af 
turkey and on the other hand not offer clear prospects.’? 

But he said Turkey must net view the EU only as source of income 
in the form of suosidies, and that it first must fulfill moral 
obligations to guarantee Human rights and protect minorities. 

““The European Union was always more than just simply an economic 
community. it has been from the benginnine a community of values, '!? 
Schroeder said. 

jhe Summit aims to increase the number of countries nenotiating 
for membership, but Gehroeder warned against “‘nourishing 
aLiusaions’’ of potential members who are not ready ta join. 

furkey has long hoped to become a member and has been rebuilding 
relations with the EU since it was denied candidacy in 1997. 

The 1iS-member EU is already holding formal membership 

egotiations with Foland, Hungary, Slovenia, Cyprus, the Czech 
Republic and “Estonia. At the summit, EU leaders are scheduled toa add 
Homania, Bulgaria, Maite, Lithuania, Latvia and Slovakia, as well as 
Geciding on furkey’s bid. 
(cb-bh) 
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233 47 intjw fru ank 
“Hoe-Germany- Sheatangs, ist La-Wratethru 
“Seven Killed in shooting in northern German town <¢ 
“kds: UPDATES with details ¢ 

FRANKFURT, Germany (AFD Police responding to reports of shots 
Fired fuesday night found six adults shot toe death in an apartment 
in the northwestern town of Bielefeld, officials said. A seventh 
Victim died a& short time later. 

Aili of the victims, three men and four women, were Turkish, 
police said. | 

Authorities said A&A Suspect, apparentiy known to the victims, hac 
Fled the scene in the town about 2d kilometers (125 miles) north of 
Frankfurt, and that a refused marriage proposal personal was 
Suspected as the motive. 
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2335 G7 intjw fru ank 
“BU-Germany-Shoeoetings, ist Ld-Writethru 
“Spurned suitor kills six in Germany, then shoots himself < 
“Eds: UPDATES with additional details; CORRECTS that family was not 
Kurdish ¢ 

BERLIN CARD A spurned suitor who killed six members of a 
Turkish family Living in Germany shot himself ta death Wednesday 
after & car chase with police, authorities said. 

Molaice said the man, a S4-year~-oclid Turk identified oniy as Mehmet 
M., Shot three women and three men Tuesday night in an apartment in 
the northern city of Bielefeld, apparentiy atter the family turned 
gown 35 request to marry one of the women. 

Menmet K., Aa Married father of four who worked as a Musliw 
religion teacher and prayer leader, nad lost his position in a 
mOsSqUe after His affair with the igf-year-oclid became known, 
prosecutor Klaus Metzler said. The woman and her family then refused 
to have any further contact with him after that. 

fhe lvr-year-Gcid woman was among the dead. Her i/- year-Gid sister, 
who had initially been reported dead, was in critical condition in a 
Mospiatal, police said. 

thear father, anecd 61, was aise killed aiong with ather four 
other adult relatives, police said. The 33-year-old mother; her 
three youngest children, anes nine, 13 and 15: and her two 
S-year-old grandchildren were also in the apartment but not harmed. 

Mehmet K. had fied the apartment building by the time neighbors 
alerted police to gunshots and the bodies were found. 

Hours later, police in Tuebingen, about S@a kilometers (Suu 
miles) to the south, spotted him in his car. After leading police on 
a chase, he shot Himself in the head, police said. 

The man had been living in Tuebingen with his wife and four 
children, police said, ° 

HMolygamy 15 practiced by some in rural areas of Turkey, although 
most of the additional marriages are religious ones, as Turkish law 
only aiiows one wife. 
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“BC-bermany-Shoeoatingas, end Ld-Writethru 
“Spurned suitor kills six in Germany, then shoots himself ¢ 
“eds: AlMs; RECASTS throughout ¢ 
“By PAUL GETTNER= 
“Hssociated Press Writer= 

BERLIN (ARP) — In the latest in a spate of unusually violent 
erimes that have shaken Germany, a spurned suitor who killed six 
members of a Turkish family shot himself to death Wednesday after a 
car chase with police. 

the bloodbath jarrec a country already shaken by a teen-ager’s 
shoating spree last week that left five people dead, including 
Hhimselr, and the fatal, multiple stabbing of a teacher on Tuesday By 
a stucent in front of his classmates. 

Lommentators questiconed whether extremes of viglence, usually 
Viewed here as a U.S. ohenomenon, were finding their way into German 
society, especially among youths saturated with bloody movies and 
Computer vames. 

We have to get away from crime shows every night with wile 
shootouts or gruesome, mutilated corpses,’’ said Frank -Josef Hanke, 
spokesman for a Kerlin human rights group Humanistic Union. 

the heac of the German teachers association, Josef Kraus, calle 
on movie houses not to show a new U.S. Film, “Teaching Mrs. 
fingle,’’ which opens in Germany Thursday with the title © Kill Pirs. 
tinoplie!’’ The movie is about three hioh school students wha take 
revenge against a tyrannical teacher. 

“it's almost perverse to let a film like that run in Germany 
now,’’ Kraus said. 

jhe conservative Frankfurter Alloemeine Zeitunn, in a commentary 
to appear Thursday, called for the legal system to crack down on 
youths who turn to weapons to settle arguments. ‘‘No tolerance for 
the intalerant,’’ it wrote. 

Legislators began urging that Germany’s already strict gun 
control laws be tishtened further after a 16-year-olda boy killed 
four geople in a shooting spree in Bavaria an Nov. 1, then shat 
himself. 

Investigators say the youth broke into his father's pun cabinet 
while his parents were away and opened fire from a window in Ais 
home in the Alpine town of Baci Reichenhall. 

Police founci swastikas ana other neo-Nazi paraphernalia in has 
bedroom, but said they were still at a loss for his motive. 
. Many schools acress Germany interrupted their reguiar lesson 
plans on Wednesday to allow students to discuss the staooing tie day 
berore in Meissen, near Drescen. 

ihe iS-year-olcd student told police that he stabbed Mis German 
and history teacher ¢&2 times with a kitenen knife because Ae Nated 
er. He was brought before a jucioe Wecinesciay and orcered hela 
pending trial on a4 Murder charge. 

The shootings in the northern city of Bielefelcac on Tuesday nignt 
were oOlamed on a personal dispute. Police said the gunman, a 
34-year-old Turk identified only as Mehmet K.. shot three women and 
three men in their apartment, apparently after the family turnea 
down his request to marry one of the women. 

vMienmet K., a marriec father of four who worked as a Musiim 
religion teacher and prayer leader, had lost his position ina 
mosque after his affair with the 19-year-old became known, 
eroesecutor Klaus Metzler said. The woman and her family then refused 
to have any further contact with him after that. . 

The 19-year-old woman was amonnm the ciead. Her 17-year-old sister, 
who had initially been reported dead, was in critical condition ina 
hospital, police said. 

Their father, aged 61, was also killed along with other four 
other adult relatives, police said. The S3-year-old mother; her 
three youngest children, anes nine, 14 ana iS; anc her two 
3-year old grandchildren were also in the apartment but not harmed. 

Menmet K. had flea the apartment building by the time neighbors 
alerted police to gunshots and the baddies were found. Hours later, 
police in Tuebingen, atout S@U kilometers (388 miles) te the sauth, 
spotted him in his car. After leading police on a chase, He shot 
hamseif in the head, police said. 

the man hac been livano in Tuebingen with his wite anc four 
children, golice said. 

Polyoamy 15 practiced by some in rural areas of Turkey. althoauun 
most of the additional marriages are religious ones, as Turkisn law 
oniy allaws one wite. 
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2838 rom romp intj ank 
“BU-Germany~-Turkey 
“Germany toa extradite murder suspect ¢ . 

BERLIN (APD A suspect in the 1979 shooting death of a prominent 
Turkish journalist could finally face extradition toa Turkey. 

Germany has refused to hand over Yalcin Gzbey in the past because 
he had applied for political asylum and could have faced the deati 
penaity, Interior Ministry spokesman Christian Arns said Tuesday. 

But a court recentiy rejected Ozbey’s asylum request after years 
of legal appeals, and Turkey changed its laws so he could no longer 
be executed for a crime that happened so iono ago, Arns said. 

QGzbey is suspected of participating in the killing of Hodi 
ipekci, the editor of the Milliyet daily. Turkey demanded his 
extradition, the Anatolia news agency reported Monday, but Hens said 
Germany had not received a& request yet. 

Mehmet All AgcaA, Currentiy serving a iite sentence in italy Tor 
sheoting and wounding Pope John FPaul II in 1941, was convicted in 
absentia of Ipekci's murder and sentenced to death. 

Hoce said he had asked Ozbey to join in the alleged piot to kiil 
the pontiff. Ozbey, who testified in the trial of seven men accused 
of complicity in the shooting, was never charged in the case. All 
defendants were acquitted. 

QOzbey is suspected of links to the far-right nationalist Gray 
Wolves, an armed group that battled leftists in street clashes that 
Killed thousands and lead to Turkey's 198@ military coup. 

He was arrested in Germany earlier this month, Turkish newspapers 
reported Monday. OQzbey has already served several sentences in 
Germany. 
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“BL~-iurkey- Germany ¢ 
“furkey asks Germany to extradite murder suspect ¢ 

HNKAKA, Turkey ( we) _ Turkey askec Germany on Moncay toa hanc over 
&a suspect in tne 1979 shooting death of a Prominent journalist. the 
HMHAtOLIaA News agency reported. 

The Justice Ministry demanded the extracition of Yalcin lirtbey, 
Suspected of warticisating in the killing of Hedi Ioekei, the editor 
of the Milliyet daily, Anatolia said. 

it is the thirct time Turkey has askec German authorities ta 
extradite Ozbey. Justice Ministry officials said Germany had refused 
to hanc him over in the past, arouing that he woula be tried in 
Turkey for a political crime and had refugee status in Germany, 
Hnatelia reporteci. 

Mehmet Ali Agca, currentiy serving a life sentence in Italy for 
shooting and wounding Pope Jonn Paul If in 1941, was convicted in 
absentia of Ipekci’s murder and sentenced to death. 

Agcae said he had asked OGebey toe join in the alleued pict ta kill 
the pontiff. Ozbey, who testified in the trial of seven men accused 
oF complicity in the shooting, was never charged in the case. All 
defendents were acquittec. 

Uzbey is suspected of links to the far-right nationalist Gray 
Wolves, an armed grouo that battled leftists in street clashes that 
Kiliead thousands and lead te Turkey’s 1984 military coup. 

He was arrestec in Germany earlier this month, Turkish newspapers 
reported Monday. Ozbey has already served several sentences in 
Germany. 
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238 833 intj brl ank 
“BU-Germany~-Turks 
“NeW MAQAZINe targets young Turks in Germany ¢ 

BERLIN (AR) A Lifestyle magazine aimed at young Turks living in 
Germany was unveiled Tuesday by publishers who said it fills a gas 
in the national mecia. 

The magazine, called Etap, recognizes the orowing economic clout 
oF young Turks whose parents or grandparents came to Germany in the 
l9v6us as Cheap Labor. 

the German-language publication is for the new generations of 
Turks have grown up virtually as Germans but are often still treated 
as outsiders. 

“*“young furks who have grown up in Germany straddling two 
cuitures are the target group,’’ said publisher CUizan Sinan. “‘ttap 
will take up their problems.’’ 

While Germany has a thriving Turkish language press for the © 
Million furks living in the country, their concerns are often 
1Oono0red by the mainstream media. 

The new magazine's target group wili be 1l.¢ million turks between 
is and 45, with initial print runs of 234, ww, 

It’s debut comes as the government is trying to intesrate Turks 
and other foreigners born in Germany with a new citizenship iaw, 
which wiil grant children born in Germany automatic German 
nationality for the first time. 

the government is stepping up publicity for the law, which takes 
effect Jan. 1, with billboards, newspaper advertisements and 
brochures. 

Renistrations of new citizens are expected to more than triple 
next year to about 1 million because of the overhaul, the government 
Says. 
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8S G86 intj fru ank 
“DLo-bermany~-lurkey 
“German helps Turkey Bbuiid chemical arms detection lab< 

BERLIN (HRD Germany has agreed ta heip turkey build a mobile 
laboratory for detecting chemical weapons, the Defense Ministry said 
Wednesday. 

the announcement, which followed a report on a& German TY 
investigative program, came amid a struggle in Chancellor Gernard 
scnroeder’s governing coalition over arms saies to Turkey. 

HMNnY SuNnmestion that Germany was helping Turkey build chemical 
weapons was false, the Defense Ministry said. 

it said the motile lab was “‘purely defensive,’’ aiiawing 
Turkey’s military to analyze chemical warfare anents and test 
COUNTErMeaSUres SUCH AS Protective suits. 

ne Alm was to pretect turkey, a& Tellow NHIO member. anainst 
countries in the region that Nave chemical weapons, the ministry 
SAG. 

scnroeder’s Social Democrats and the pacafist-minded breens 
recentiy Nave ciashed over a Government decision to let turkey test 
wermany’s too Battle tank. 

lin tuesday, the two governing parties compromised by aureeang to 
Graft new arms export rules that give greater weiahnt toa human rights 
considerations. 

the Greens say Turkey's war on rebei Kurds should disaqualiaity 
Hnkara From acquiring German tanks. 
“<£tG) ¢ 
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233 87 intjw orl ank 
“BL-bermany-lurkey-Tanks. ist Lo-Writethru 
“Controversy over furkey tank test drive splits Germany’s governing 
coalitions 
“kos: His. UFDATES throughout, adds byline < 
“By BURT HERMAN= 
“HSEsS0Clated Press Writer= 

BERLIN (AR) — It's just one tank — and only a test drive. But the 
prospect of a Future dirs 7 billion arms sale to furkey has sparked 
a new struggle in Germany’s governing coalition between the 
pacifist—-minded Greens and a NATO-minded Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroeder. 

The Greens say that Turkey’s human rights record, namely its 
continuing war on the Kurds, means that offering Germany’s top 
battle tank violates a coalition agreement that foreign policy needs 
to take Numan rights into consideration. 

Schreeder has pointed out that Turkey is a NATU member and should 
be treated as a partner. With its proximity to the Middle Cast, 
fjurkey is also of stratenic importance to NHIG. 

furkey wants to try out the sophisticated Leopard &HS to decide 
on a 1,W@@a@—-tank co-production project. 

Uthers vying for the deal inciude U.&.-based Generali Dynamics, 
France’s Giat industries and a Ukrainian manufacturer. 

The decision to send the tank was approved last week By the 
government’s security council. The debate now centers on how the 
noovernment will deal with such human rights issues in arms exports 
in the future. 

Environment Manaster Juergen Irittin, a Greens party member, said 
he expected agreement on how to mend the rift would be reacned at a 
ececalition roundtable Monday nignt. 

furkey has been ‘‘draogoing human raghts through the dart’? in its 
war against Kurdish separatists and such behavior “‘can’t be 
rewarded by delivering tanks,’’ Trittin toid SWK public radio. 

The meeting Monday came as Germany reportediy caved in to demands 
from China on an aerospace deal with Taiwan. 

The China Times reported that Germany, under pressure from 
Beijing, blocked the sale of a dirs 34 million satellite. A source 
an Berian, speaking on condition of anonymity, said the Dornier 
company would not get its permit. He did not elaborate oan the 
government's reasoning. 

Before the meeting, the government sought to downplay talk of a 
erisis in the alliance between Sehroeder’s Social Democrats and his 
breen junior partners. ' 

“The condition of the coalition is geod,'* said government 
spokesman Bela Anda. But he said that the ‘government was taking 
the situation seriously.’ 

the Greens haven’t always stuck so deeply to its dovish 
principles. During the Kosovo crisis earlier this year, Foreion 
Minister Josehka Fischer — the most prominent Green _ staunchly 
defended Germany’s role in NAIU airstrikes against strong opposition 
within mis own party. 

But with Kosovo now past them, the Greens are lacking for ways to 
assert their party’s profile onto policy. 

The tank debate is the latest example of the two soaverning 
Parties’ attempt to turn around recent election losses with 
contilictang iaceologies. 

the Hagh-tech battle tank, with its special smoothbore cannon 
that can fire improved armor-piercing rounds, will be given to 
Turkey for a year for the test run. Uther countries that already buy 
the tanks from Germany include Austria, twitzerland, the 
Netherlands, Spain and Sweden. 

fhe conservative opposition accused the government of pursuing 
contradictory policies by advocating bringing Turkey into the 
European Union, but wavering over arms sales. 

Business leaders also called for Schroeder to stick to his 
decision. 

“It's about time that the Greens see reason and deal with 
reality,’’ the head of the association of German industry, Hans-Olaf 
Henkel, told Berlin's BZ newspaper. 

Turkish Foreign Minister Ismail Cem was due in Berlin on Tuesday 
for talks with Fischer. But a German Foreign Ministry spokesman said 
he did not expect the tank debate to be a major topic of discussion. 

The turkish Foreion Ministry has repeatediy refused ta comment on 
the issue. Hnd some newspapers in furkey have been saying the fact 
that bermany was even considering aliocwing the tanks to be tested 
marked a positive sign in Turkey’s international SL aNISHge 

“apbh-te-ceb) 4 


PRP-LD -18-25-99 1LBdBEMT ¢ 


*GEHM/ed----- 
Yr i BC-Germany-Turkey-Tanks e&ndld-wWritethru i@-L25 Mews 

33 87 intjw orl ank 
“BC-bermany-Turkey-Tanks, end La-Writethru 
“Controversy over tank splits Germany’s governing coaliticn< 
“keds: UPDATES, REWRITES with end of government coalition meeting, 
parties still disagree on issue. TRIM. ¢ 
“By BURT HERMAN= 
“RSsocliated Press Writer= 

BERLIN (ARP) — It’s just ene tank _ and only a test drive. But the 
prospect of a@ dirs 7 billion arms sale to Turkey has sparked a new 
struopgle in Germany’s governing coalition between the 
pacifist-minded Greens and Chancellor Gernard schroeder. 

Hrter a coalition meeting Monday nignt, the Greens ana Social 
Democrats said they still disagreed over sending one of Lermany’s 
sophisticated Leopard ‘¢HS tanks for Turkey’s army to compare it to 
others. 

Whale they can’t reverse that decision made last week by the 
government’s s@eurity council, the parties said they would drart 
more clear guidelines for exports af sensitive arms tecnhnolany 
with a strong emphasis on Human rights. 

ine breens say lurkey’s human rights record, namely its war 
against the Kurdish minority, means that selling the furkish 
military Germany’s best tank violates a coalition agreement that 
Toreion policy needs to take Human rights inte consideration. 

furkey has been “‘dragoing human rights through the dirt’’ in ats 
war against Kurdish separatists and such behavior ~'can’t be 
rewarded by delivering tanks,’’ Environment Minister Juergen Trittin 
toldg OWR public radio. 

However, Schroeder has pointed cut that Turkey is a NHICG member 
and should be treated as a partner. With its proximity to the Middle 
fast, turkey is also of strategic importance to NHTO. 

Turkey wants to try out the armored vehicle to decide on a 
1,W¥Wd-tank co-production project. Others vying for the deal include 
U.S. -based General Dynamics, France’s Giat Industries and a 
Ukrainian manufacturer. 

Monday's meeting came as Germany reportedly caved in to demands 
from China on an aerospace deal with Taiwan. 

The China Times reported that Germany. under pressure from 
Beijing, blocked the sale of a dirs 34 million satellite to JTaiwan. 
H source in Beriain, speaking on condition of anonymity, said the 
Dornier company would not get its permit. He did not elaborate on 
the oovernment's reasoninea. 

ihe government sought to play down the tensicn in the alliance 
between Schroeder’s Social Democrats and his Green junior partners. 

“the condition of the coalition is need,’ said sovernment 

spokesman Bela Honda. Gut he said that the ~ government was taking 
the situation seriousiy.’’ 

the breens haven’t always stuck sa deeply to Govish principies. 
During the Kosovo crisis, Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer _ the 
most prominent Green staunchly defencedad Germany’s role in WHIU 
airstrikes against strong opvosition within his own party. 

But wath Kosovo now past them, and election losses mounting, the 
Greens are looking for ways to assert themselves. 

The high-tech tank, with its special smoothbore cannon that can 
fire improved armor -piercing rounds, will be given to furkey for a 
year for the test run. Other countries that buy the tanks from 
Germany include Austria, Switzerland, the Netherlands, Spain and 
Sweden. 

in addition to cpposition within the soverningo coalition, the 
conservative opposition has accused the government of pursuing 
contradictory policies by advacating bringing Turkey into the 
European Unicon but wavering over arms sales. 

the turkish Foreion Ministry has refused to comment on the issue. 
Some newspapers in furkey have been saying the fact that Germany was 
even considering allowing the tanks to be tested marked a positive 
SiQn. 
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233 4/ intjw arl ank 
“Bo-bermanyr-Turkeyr-danks, ora La 
“Cantroaversy over tank splits Germany’s governing coalition 
“eas: UFDATES with canmment from Greens party. ¢ 
“Sy BURT HERMAN= 
“HSsaciated Press Writer= 

BeWkLIN (He) It’s just ane tank — ana only a test drive. But the 
prespect of a dirs 7” billion arms sale to Turkey has sparked a new 
Struggie in Germany’s governing coalition between the 
pacifist-minded Greens and Chancellor Gerhard oschroeder. 
| Hrter & coalition meeting Monday night, the Greens and Social 
Democrats said they still disagreed aver sending one of Germany’s 
sophisticated Leopard 2AS tanks for Turkey’s army to compare it to 
others. 

While they can’t reverse that decision made last week by the 
government’s security council, the parties said they would draft 
more clear guidelines for exports of sensitive arms technolonuy 
with a strong emphasis on human rights. | 

“the cealition had to find their way back to a common policy,?? 
$aid Kerstin Pueller, the Greens party parliament leader. 

The Greens, 4th graf pvs< 
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“HC-Germany-Heroin Bust 
“Major heroin bust in Hamburg ¢ 

HAMBURG, Germany (AFD —§ Police arrested 46 suspects and 
confiscated Se kiles (115 pounds) of heroin after a yearlong 
anvestingation into international drug trafficking. 

H 46-year-cid Kurd whe allegediy ran the ring with his sons was 
among those arrested this week, but three Kurdish families were 
invoived, Hamburg police chief Machael Daleki said Friday. 

Ruthorities seized the heroin during a series of raids on apartments 
belonging to family members, including S35 kiles (77 pounds) found 
stashed in a suitcase. 

The Hamburger Morgenpost reported that a member of the Kurdish 
drug scene had turned state’s evidence and turned in many of his 
accomplices. Daleki refused to comment on the report. 
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233 87 intiw brl ank 
“BC-Germany-Turkey-Tanks 
“Schroeder defends decision to send tank to Turkey over coalition 
partner objections ¢ 

BERLIN (CARD  #$Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder on Friday defended his 
government’s decision to send a model of Germany’s tap battle tank 
to Turkey for testing amid mounting criticism from his junior 
coalition partner, the Greens. 

in an interview published in Der Tagesspiegel newspaper, 
Schreeder said that he cansidered arguments against sending the 
Lecpard-< tank toa Turkey °° far-fetched.’’ 

Upponents of arms sales to Turkey charge that the decision 
Wednesday by the Federal Security Council, a Cabinet committee 
headed by the chancellor, put business interests above human rights 

@recause oF Turkey's war with Kurdish rebels. 

But Schroeder noted that Turkey is a member of NHIOG and already 
uses the older Leopard -l. 

‘“*“We want to give Turkey a prespect for Eurcpe, and now il hear 
that the delivery of a test tank is at cross purposes to this 
policy,’’ he said. “‘“‘Wrong. If we hadn’t done that, the Turks would 
have said, “What’s wrong with them nowy?'’' 

DeTtense Minister Rudolf Scharping, a Social Vemocrat lake the 
chancellor, aiso called the criticism from the pacifist-leaning 
breens  ‘exaggerated’’ in Friday’s Berliner Morgenpost. 

““We can’t on the one hand follow Foreign Minister Joschka 
Fascher, who would like to admit Turkey to the circle of candidates 
for entry into the European Union, and on the other side cast doubt 
on their faithfulness to agreements and suitability for alliances,’’ 
he said. 


yf 


Fascher, the top-ranking Green in the Cabinet, also opposed the 
decision. 

Leading Greens members said the issue would not break the 
year-old, center-left government. 

But Reinhard Buetikofer, the party’s general manager, said the 
Greens would start a public campaign against weapons sales ta Turkey 
in hopes of creating political pressure on the government not to 
sell more tanks to Turkey. 

Turkey's army wants to test Germany’s Leopard-& against 
competitors from several other NATO countries before placing a major 
order for new tanks. 
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“BU-Germany-Turkey~-Tanks, ist Lad 
“Schroeder defends decision to send tank to Turkey over coalition 
partner objections ¢ 
“bds:s UFDATES with govt. sSpox saying matter to be discussed at 
coalition meeting < 

BERLIN (ABD Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder on Frigay defended his 
government’s decision to send a model of Germany’s top battle tank 
to Turkey for testing amid mounting criticism from his junior 
coalition partner, the Greens. 

In an interview published in Der lagesspiegel newspaper, 
Schroeder said that he considered arguments against sending the 
Leopard-2 tank to Turkey “far-fetched. ’' A government spokesman 
said Schroeder would seek tao resolve the dispute at the next 
coalition meeting on Monday. 

Opponents of, pickup Grd graf <¢ 
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“HC~Turkey~-Germany ¢ 
“German Interior Minister urges Turkey to improve human rights ¢ 


“He Fhotes Available ¢ 
HNKARA, Turkey (AF) = German Interior Minister Otte Sehily said 


Tuesday that Germany would support Turkey’s bid te join the European 
nion but stressed that Ankara must improve its human rights record, 

Gehily said that if the EU accepted Turkey as & candidate during 
its December meeting, Turkey would be encouraged ta pass laws needed 
to protect human rights. 

Schily spoke at the end of a& two-day visit to Turkey. 

Turkish-EU relations were severely strained in 1997 when the 
group refused toe consider Turkey’s membership bid, citing the 
eoeuntry’s pocr human rights recerd and troubled relations with 
Greece. 

Turkey Khas since passed a series of laws aimed at improving human 
rights, including a law that imposes tougher penalties for police 
atficers convicted of torture. 

“*We are happy that laws have been passed. But this is net 
enough, implementation is equally important,’’ Sehily telid 
reporters. 

Schily said he did not discuss wath Turkish officiais the case of 
Kurdish rebel leader Abdullah Ucalan who was convicted and sentenced 
to death in June on charges of treason and separatism. An appeals 
court is reviewing the case. 

““Jurkey knows well our position on that,’’ he saiag, referring te 
hermany’s strong opposition to the death penalty. 

Schaliy, who also visited regions that were devastated by an Hug. 
1/7 earthquake, said both Germany and the EU would centinue providing 
aid to repair quake damage. 

The quake killed more than 17,@U@ people and devastated lurkey’s 
industrial heartland. 
“sf—-ilm 
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“BC-Gbermany-Turkey~-Armas 
“German coalition spiits over arms sales to Turkey ¢ 
“By TONY CZUCZKR= 
“Hesociated FMress Writer= 

BERLIN (ARP) —§ Germany on Wednesday approved a request by Turkey 
to test the top German battle tank, despite objections by Cabinet 
members who oppose arms sales to Turkey because of 1t5 war with 
Kurdish rebels. 

Upponents included Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer, whose Greens 
party is Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder’s junior coalition partner, 
an “ye ome members of Schroeder’s own Social Democrats. 

Greens leaders charged that the decision by the Federal Security 
Council, a Cabinet committee headed by the chancellor, put ousiness 
above human rights, a core Greens issue. But they said it would not 
break the year-old government. 

Jurkey’s army wants to test Germany's Leopard-< anainst 
competitors from several other WNATU countries before placing a major 
order for new tanks. 

AH source close to the deliberations confirmed that the security 
council had given its approval that furkey could Nave one of tanks 
Tor a year for testing purposes. 

But the panel refused a sale of artillery parts to Turkey because 
of German concerns that the Turkish army could use the weapons 
against Kurdish guerrillas, said the source, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity. 

AH government spokesman refused comment, saying the council’s 
meetings are secret. 

The Greens assailed the tank deal as ‘‘the wrong decision.’ 
Angelika Beer, the party’s defense expert, accused the government of 
“pandering to the arms industry.’’ 

“Even if we send only one tank for testing now, we won’t be able 
to say no later when Turkey says it wants to order 1,W¥ua of them or 
manufacture them under license,’"* she said on West German Radic. 

Keinhard Buetikofer, the Greens general manager, said the 
decision breached a pledge in the coaliation’s contract to put human 
rights ahead of business. 

““We are still pursuing the goal of blocking the potential 
delivery of tanks to JTurkey,’’ he said. 
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“HU-Germany~-Turkey~-lTanks 
“Schroeder faces coalition showdown over sending tank ta Turkey < 
“Eds: ftaliks begin at i944 GMI, top prospects uncertain < 

BERLIN (8FP) —§ Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder faced a showdown 
Monday an has center-left coalition with Greens party leaders 
Getermined to block His decision supporting arms sales to Jurkey. 
Yet while Greens leaders insisted they would not back down if 
their opposition tao delivery of Germany’s tap battle tank toa lurkey 
Tor tryouts, they also avoided any suggestion that the year-oclia 
overnment was in danger of collapse over the issue. 

e Environment Minister Juergen Trittin said he expected agreement 
on Hew te proceed would be reached at a coalition roundtable Monday 
naght. 

| He ang other Greens ieaders pointed to the coalition agreement 

Siqned by both parties, which says human rights issues should play a 
decisive role in approving arms exports. 

Turkey has been “dragging human rights through the dart’’ in its 
war against Kurdish separatists and such behavior ‘‘can’t be 
rewarded by delivering tanks,’ Trittin told SWK public radis. 

Schroeder has defended his decision to aliow Turkey to test-drive 
the Leopard-2 tank by arguing that Turkey is a fellow NATO member 
and Germany must be a reliabie partner. 

Turkey, which already uses the cider, German-made Lecpard-1i, 
wants to test the Leopard-2 against competitors from several other 
NATU countries before piacing &a major tank order. 

The conservative opposition accused the government of pursing 
contradictory policies by advocating bringing Turkey into the 
European Union, but wavering over arms sales. 

Business leaders called on Schreeder to stand firm. 

“It’s about time that the Greens see reason and deal with 
reality,’’ the head of the association of German industry, Hans-Ulaf 
Henkel, tola Berlin's BZ newspaper. 

turkish Foreign Minister ismaiil Cem was due in Beriin on ftuescaay 
for talks with his German counterpart,- Joschka Fischer, another 
feading Green opponent of the tank deal. But a German Foreign 
Ministry spoekesman said he did not expect the subject ta be a major 
topic of GiscCUssioOnNn. 
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“BU-bermany~iurkeyrTanks, @sa6 ¢ 
“Schroeder faces coalition showdown over sending tank ta lurkey ¢ 
“kas: ia@ilks benin at 19uu Gril. ¢ 

BERLIN (HRD  Chancelior Gerhard tchroeder faced a showdown 
Monday in his center-left coalition with Greens party leaders 
determined to block His decision supporting arms sales to Turkey. 

Yet while Greens leaders insisted they would not hack Gown inf 
paheir opposition to delivery of fZermany’s top battle tank to Turkey 

or tryouts, they also avoided any suggestion that the year-ola 
government was in danger of collapse over the issue. 

Environment Minister Juergen Trittin said he expected agreement 
on how to proceed would be reached at a coalition roundtable Monday 
niant. 

He and other Greens leaders pointed to the caalition agreement 
signed by both parties, which says human rights issues should play a 
cdecisive role in approving arms exports. 

Turkey has been ‘dragging human rights through the dirt’’ in its 
war against Kurdish separatists and such behavior “‘can’t be 


rewarded by delivering tanks,’ %‘Irittin told SWRK public radic. 

Schreeder has defended his decision to allow Turkey ta test-drive 
the Leopard-2 tank by arguing that furkey is a fellow NATO member 
and Germany must be a reliable partner. 

lurkey, which already uses the older, German~-made Leopard-i, 
wants to test the Lecpard-< against competitors from several other 
NHIiU countries before placing a maTOCY tank order. 

the conservative eppoesition accused the government of pursing 
contradictory policies by advocating bringing Turkey inte the 
kuropean Unicon, Gut wavering over arms sales. 

Business leaders called on Gehrceder to stand fira. 

“it's about time that the Greens see reason and deal with 
reality.’’ the head of the association of German industry, Hans-Ulaf 
Henkel, toid Berliin’s BZ newspaper. 

Turkish Foreion Minister Ismail Cem was Gue in Berlin on Tuescay 
for talks with his German counterpart, Joschka Fischer, another 
leading Green cpponent of the tank deal. But a German Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said he did lg expect the subject te be a major 
tapic of Giscussicn. 
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“hMU-Germany-lTurkey-Arrests 
“Two furks facing terrorism charges in Germany ¢ 
BERLIN (AE)  j¢dIwo turks being held on weapons charges since Last 


year are facing additional terrorism charges because of their 
@allieged links tao a banned Marxist group, federal presecutors said 


onday. 
a fhe two were identified as Inan A., <5, who has political asylum 
in Britain; and Akin A., ee, who grew up in Germany. 

fhe federal prosecutor’s office in Karisruhe said lnan H. arrived 
in Germany in 1994 and took over the Cologne branch of the People’s 
Liberation Party-Front (DHKP-C), the most vicient left-wing 
underground group in Turkey. 

It is banned in Germany as a terrorist organization bKiamed for 
killing political opponents and committing arson attacks on furkish 
HDusinesses. 

By 1997, Inan A. was responsible for party activity across 
central Germany, prosecutors charge. 

RkKain A. Aaliegediy took over the Darmstadt office in 19¢6 ang by 
the following year Neaded the group’s youth branch, Dev Genc, Tor 
&ii of bturope, according to the charges dated June su. 

ine two were stopped tept. il/ at a traffic check and arrestea 
when police Tound a submachine gun and ammunition in their car. they 
have been held in investigative custody since then. 
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248 G48 intj Fru ank 
“BoU-bermany-kxplosion 
“Bomd tassed into furkish travel agency in Municn, twa injured ¢ 

MUNICH, Germany (HE) A bemGo was tossed into a Turkish travel 
agency and exploded Friday, injuring two people, police said. 

Dazens of police, aided by a helicopter, were Searching in 
Gowntown Munich for the man wha threw the device. Falice said the 
motive for the attack was unknown. 

One employee, a 25-year-old woman, was taken to a hospital 
suffering from shock and hearing damage, police said. The office 
manager was only slightly injured. 

the explosion aiso shattered glass and damaged & door, a police 
spokeswoman said. 

Jensions between the Sau, @au Kurds and 1.5 million Turks Living 
in Germany have grown since furkey arrested Kurdish rebel leader 
Hboduiiah Ceoaian in February. 

Ucalan was sentenced to death June £9 by a turkish court for 

@ading a iS-year guerrilla war for an autonomous homeland in 


southeastern Turkey; the sentence is being aporealed. 
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B38 B43 intj fru ank 
“MUsbermany-Explosion, ist Ld-Wratethru 
‘Boma tossed into Turkish travel agency in Munich, two injured < 
“bds: UFDHIES with additional details, backoround ¢ 
MUNICH, Germany (HR) —§ A grenade tossed into a Turkish travel 
agency exploded rriday, injuring two people, police said. 
Dozens of police, aided by a helicopter, were searching if 
downtown Munich for the man whe threw the device. Falice said the 
motive for the attack was unknown. 
One employee, a 5-year -old woman, was taken to a Hospital 
suffering from shock and hearing damage, police said. the 
42-year-old affice manager was only slightly injured. 
The explesion aiso shattered giass and damaned a door, a police 
spokeswoman said. 
lensions between the S@a, aaa Kurds and 1.5 miilion turks living. 
in Germany have grown since [Turkey arrested Kurdish rebel leader 
Hboduilanm Gcalan in February. He was sentenced to death June £9 by a 
Turkish court for leading a iS-year guerrilla war in southeastern 
jurkey: the sentence is heing appeatied. 
Another captured Kurdish rebel official was arraioned Fraday on 
harges of forming an armed gang against the state; German police 
Hecilaianed to speculate on whether that minnt have been the reason 
behind the attack in Munich. 
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Huepermanyrkxplosien, cna Ld-Wratethru 
Bomo tossed into furkish travel agency in Punich, two injured< 
“kas: UFDHIED with damane estimate, woman releasea from Nospitadl 4 

MUNICH, Germany (HR) — A grenade tossed into a lurkish travel 
agency exoploded Friday, injuring two people and Causing about std, wa 
Marks (Ggirs lo, @a4/isS, 4a euroeos) worth of damaoe. police said. 

Dozens of police, aided by a helicopter, were searching in 
downtown Munich for the man whe threw the device. Police said the 
motave for the attack was unknown. 

Une employee, a £5-year-old woman, was treated at & hospital for 
shock and Hearing damage and released, police said. fhe 4e¢-year-old 
office manager was only siightiy injured. | 

ihe explosion also shattered olass and damaged & Goor, a police 
spokeswoman said. 

Jensions between the S4@8,W@0UW Kurds and 1.0% million Turks living 
in Germany have grown since furkey arrested Kurdish rebel leader 
Abdullah Ocalan in February. He was sentenced to death June <9 by a 
turkish court for leading a iS-year guerrille war in southeastern 
Turkey; the sentence is being appealed. 

Hnother captured Kurdish rebel official was arraigned Friday on 
harges of forming an armed gang against the state; German police 
Geclined to speculate on whether that might have been the reason 
behind the attack in Munich. 
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“German foreign minister stresses Human rights issues on visit to 
jlurkey ¢ 
“Eds: UFDATES with quotes from press conference, Getaiis< 
“By SUZAN FRADER= 
“Hesociated Press Writer= 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — German Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer 
stressed Thursday that Human rights is the most important common 
value of the European Union as he visited Turkey, which aspires for 
tl membership. 

His counterpart, Ismail Cem, warned that Turkey could abandon its 
aim of joining the 1iS—-nation greup if the greup did net take action 
toward granting Turkey membership. 

“*‘] have tolid (Fischer) that Turkey may reduce its interest in 
the EU to the lowest level possibie,’’ Cem said. 

Turkey was exciuded from EU enlargement taiks in December 1997 
because of its poor Human rights record and disputes with EU-memoer 
Greece. Ankara retaliated, saying it would not discuss political 
issues with the EU. 

Germany 15 one of the strongest supporters of Jurkey’s aim of 
joining the EU. During an EU summit Last month, Germany supported a 
proposal to hold membership talks with Turkey once it met certain 
human rights condations, but failed to convince other members to oo 
alona. 

“Human rights is of central importance to the European Union,’' 
Fischer told a joint news conference with Cen. 

He said he discussed ‘‘hurdles standing in the way of Turkey’s 
membership’? during his two-day visit toa Turkey and urged the 
country to take steps toward finding a peaceful solution to the 
Kurdish conflict and lifting restrictions on freedom of expression. 

“‘We desire to see Turkey attain the status of candidate for fuil 
membership in the Helsinki summit,’’ Fischer said in reference toa 
the EU meeting set for December. 

Before starting talks with Turkish leaders, Fischer visited the 
independent Human Rights Association. The group’s former president, 

Bkin Birdal, is serving a prison sentence for calling for peace in 
Turkey’s southeast where Turkish troops are battling Kurdish rebels. 

Fischer added that all EU countries abolished the death penalty — 
&@ clear reference to the death sentence given tao Kurdish rebel 
leader Abdullah Ocalan. 

H Turkish court sentenced Ocalan to death last month on charges 
of treason for leading a iS-year old war in the southeast which has 
left 3/7,€4@@4 people dead, mostly Kurdish guerrillas and civilians, 

Hnalvsts Nave said Turkey’s relations wath the EU could worsen if 
the Turkish parliament votes to execute Ucalan. 

The sentence must be approved by parliament and the president 
before it 18 Carried out, a process that could take months. 

Fischer rejected Turkish accusations that the is-member group’s 
refusal to start membership talks was Gased on religious 
considerations, a claim frequently made in overwhelmingly Musiim 
Turkey. 

“*4t is not a Christian union, it 15 a union based on common 
Values, based on human rights, democracy and economic freedoms,’’ he 
said. 

Fascher’s visit is the first by a top German official since ties 
were strained last year after Turkey accused Germany, then led by 
Chancelior Helmut Kohl, a Christian Democrat, of biecking Turkey’s 
entry into the EU to keep it a ‘Christian club.’’ 
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“S@,@22 join Kurdish demonstration in Germany ¢ 
BONN, Germany (AP) —§ More than 5@,@@@ people gathered Saturday in 
Bonn for a demonstration demanding more democracy in Turkey and the 
release of jailed Kurdish rebel leader Abdullah Ocalan. 
Organizers said participants came from around Europe to the 
daylong event, held on a meadow across the Rhine River from Bonn’s 


government quarter. Through chants and banners, the crowd called for 
a@ political solution to Turkey’s Kurdish problem and the release of 
Ocalan, who was arrested in February and faces treason charges in 
Turkey. 


Police, who had stepped up security around the city, reported no 
disturbances or arrests by early afternoon. 
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“82,202 join Kurdish demonstration in Germany < 
“Eds: UPDATES with higher number, traffic tie-ups < 

BONN, Germany (AP) — More than 8@,@@@ people gathered Saturday in 
Bonn for a demonstration demanding more democracy in Turkey and the 
release of jailed Kurdish rebel leader Abdullah Ocalan. 

Organizers said participants came from around Europe to the 
daylong event, held on a meadow across the Rhine River from Bonn’s 
government quarter. Through chants and banners, the crowd called for 
a political solution to Turkey’s Kurdish problem and the release of 
Ocalan, who was arrested in February and faces treason charges in 
Turkey. 

Folice, who had stepped up security around the city, reported no 


isturbances or arrests, although traffic was tied up considerably 
for a time. 
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“Germany arrests Islamic leader as terror suspect ¢ 
“Eds: RECASTS, ADDS background ¢ 

KARLSRUHE, Germany (AP) _ The leader of a fundamentalist Islamic 
group blamed for plotting a failed kamikaze attack on the tomb of 
Turkey’s founder last October was arrested Thursday on federal 
charges of forming a terror organization and inciting followers to 
commit criminal acts. 

Muhammed Metin Kaplan, leader of the Cologne-based Hilafet 
Devleti, or Islamic State, is suspected of forming a terrorist group 
within the larger organization of 1,2@@ and of ordering militant 
followers to silence critics and defectors, including the murder of 
a rival in 1997. 

Kaplan's father, Cemaleddin Kaplan, founded Islamic State in 1984 
after gaining political refugee status in Germany with his family. 
He was known for preaching the overthrow of Turkey's secular 
constitution instituted by Mustafa Kemal Ataturk in 1913, and fled 
Turkey with his family following a 198@ military coup. 

Metin Kaplan tock over leadership of the group after his father’s 
death in May 1995. Taking a cue from his father, known as the 
77 Khomeini of Cologne,’’ the son started calling himself ''’the 
caliph of Cologne.’’ 

Last year, Turkish authorities arrested 23 members of Kaplan’s 
group in Turkey, after they uncovered a plot te attack Ataturk’s 
mauscleum during Oct. 28, anniversary celebrations. Officials said 
the suspects confessed they planned to crash a plane into the 
structure when Turkish leaders, foreign dignitaries and thousands of 
others were paying their respects. 

Turkey has been weighing asking for Kaplan’s extradition, hawever 
German authorities have refused because he faces a possible death 
sentence in his homeland. 

Prosecutors also say the suspect Kaplan ordered the murder of 
Berlin doctor, Halil Ibrahim Sofu in May 1997, after Sofu angered 


him for proclaiming himself ‘‘the caliph of the Muslim nation,’’ or 
top Muslim religious leader in Germany. 
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“Germany arrests Islamic leader as terror suspect 
“Eds: UPDATES with rioting after arrest, other details < 

KARLSRUHE, Germany (AFP) — Islamic fundamentalists rioted Thursday 
after German police arrested their leader on charges of forming a 
terror organization. 

Muhammed Metin Kaplan, leader of the Cologne-based group Hilafet 
Devieti, or Islamic State, also is wanted in Turkey for treason and 
an attempted terror attack. 

Anticipating violence after his arrest, police commandos called 
to Cologne arrested 42 members of the group. Officials said 14 
officers were injured in clashes with the fundamentalists. 

Federal prosecutors in Karlsruhe say Kaplan, who calls himself 
““the calif of Colegne,'’ formed a terror cell within the 1, 2@@ 
members of his Islamic group to wipe out critics and defectors. 

They suspect he ordered the Berlin murder of Halil Ibrahim Sofu 
in May 1997, after Sofu proclaimed himself ‘‘the caliph of the 
Muslim nation,’’ or the top Muslim religious leader in Germany. The 
murder is still under investigation. 

Kaplan's father, Cemaleddin, fled Turkey following a 198@ 
military coup and founded Islamic State in 1984 after gaining 
political refugee status in Germany with his family. His father was 
Known as the **Khomeini of Cologne.’’ 

After his death in 1995, his son took over the group and 
Continues its fight to overthrow the secular Turkish government and 
restore Islamic rule. 

Kaplan also is suspected of plotting a failed suicide attack on 
the tomb of Turkey’s founder, Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, during the 
nation’s 7Sth anniversary celebrations last October. 

Turkish officials who uncoverd the plot and arrested £3 members 
of Kaplan’s group said the suspects confessed to planning to crash a 
plane into the mauscleum when Turkish leaders, foreign dignitaries 
and thousands of others were paying their respects. 

Turkey has been weighing asking for Kaplan’s extradition, but 
Germany is unlikely to agree because German law prohibits the 
extradition of suspects to countries where they could face a 
possible death sentence. 
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“BC-Germany-Kurdish Leader 
“Kurdish leader Ocalan says international trial would help his cause ( 

FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) — Kurdish rebel leader Abdullah Ocalan 
told a German news program Sunday he wants to stand trial on terror 
and murder charges before an international court. 

Such a court could determine ‘‘if we or the Turkish government 
are responsible for the war against each other, in which many 
thousand people have died on both sides,’’ he explained in an 
interview with station ZDF. 

Ocalan, the leader of the outlawed Kurdish Workers Party, or PKK, 
was arrested Nov. 15 in Rome, where he remains under police guard as 

taly weighs his request for asylum and European leaders work toward 
setting up an international court. 

Italy and Germany agreed last month to push for a neutral 
tribunal for Ocalan’s controversial case. 

The PKK has fought a 14-year war for Kurdish autonomy in Turkey, 
in which about 37,@2@2 people have been killed. Ocalan faces murder 
and terror charges in his native Turkey as well as in Germany, but 
his fate remains uncertain. 

Italy by law cannot extradite him to Turkey because he faces the 
death penalty there. Germany has no death penalty, but Chancellor 
Gerhard Schroeder ruled out seeking his extradition for fear of 
stirring unrest among the nation’s Turkish population of 2 million, 
one-fifth of which are Kurds. 

Thousands of Kurds have protested in Germany in support of Ocalan 
since his arrest, and thousands of Turks have protested urging his 
extradition to Turkey. 

Even as Ocalan gave his interview, 5,@@@ angry Turks were 
demonstrating Sunday in Frankfurt and Hamburg urging that the 
Kurdish leader been sent home for trial. 

Police said both protests were peaceful, although witnesses said 
some demonstrators showed their rage at Italy by storming a 
Frankfurt pizzeria and chanting ‘‘No more pizza.’’ Other 
demonstrators in Frankfurt laid a black wreath in front of the 
Italian consulate. 

Ocalan faces charges in Germany in connection with bombings and 
other attacks on Turkish and Germany targets. Germany banned the FKK 
in 1993 after a string of arson attacks. 
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“Hundreds of Kurds protest Italy’s arrest of Kurdish rebel leader ¢ 

FRANKFURT, Germany (AF) —§ More than 2,@22 Kurds around western 
Germany rallied Saturday to protest Kurdish rebel leader Abdullah 
Ocalan’s arrest in Italy and possible extradition to Turkey. 

About 1,@@2@ protesters gathered in Sauerbruch and 9@@ in 
Wiesbaden. [In Cologne, 4@@ Kurds protested in the square around the 
city’s 14th-century cathedral, many of them carrying signs 
emblazoned with PKK, the initials of Ocalan’s outlawed rebel group, 
the Kurdistan Workers Party. 

Police said the protests were peaceful. 

Gealan was arrested on Thursday after stepping off a plane from 
Moscow, where he had sought asylum after recently fleeing his 
hideout in Syria. His group has been fighting for autonomy in 
southeastern Turkey since 1984. Nearly 37,@@2@ people have died in 
the conflict. 

The Turkish army claims it all but wiped out the PKK within 
Turkey, but the rebels have hideouts in Iran, Syria, and Iraq and 
the fighting continues. 
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“RETRANSMITTING to fix garble < 
“Deported Turkish juvenile delinquent placed in Istanbul youth home <¢ 

MUNICH, Germany (AP) —§ A German-born Turkish juvenile delinquent 
deported to Istanbul, Turkey, over the weekend was placed in a youth 
home after German diplomats failed to contact his relatives. 

Muhlis Ari _— known in the German media as *‘‘Mehmet'*’ — was flown 
to Istanbul from Munich on Saturday, one day after Germany’s highest 
court upheld Bavarian state officials in revoking the boy’s 
residency permit for his long history of vandalism, fights and petty 
thefts. 


ry 
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The controversial deportation followed months of debate and legal 
wrangling over whether the state had the right to deport the 
14-year-old, who feels himself to be German but is not a citizen. A 
1913 law bases citizenship on German blood ties and not place of 
birth. 

Seeking to better integrate the foreigners who make up one-tenth 
of Germany’s 75 million people, the newly elected government 
recently agreed to ease the law to allow dual citizenship. 

*“*Mehmet had had double citizenship, he would have been treated 
like any other German youth,''’ said a member of German parliament, 
Cem Ozdemir, who is of Turkish decent. 

The new law has yet to be drafted and approved, but Ozdemir said 
many of Germany’s © million Turks — such as Arvi’s parents, who have 
lived and worked for 3@ years in Germany _ are eager to take 
advantage of it. 

The legal expert for the ruling Social Democrats, however, said 
the new law could not be applied retroactively to help Ari’s case. 

Prosecutors questioned Ari briefly on arrival in Istanbul and 
released him after determining he had committed no crimes in Turkey, 
police at Istanbul Ataturk said Sunday. 

He was put in a juvenile home until relatives, believed to be 
living in Tekirdag, Turkey, about 13@ kilometers (78 miles) from 
Istanbul, come to claim hin. 
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MUNICH, Germany (AFP) —§ A German-born Turkish juvenile delinquent 
deported to Istanbul, Turkey, over the weekend was placed in a youth 
home after German diplomats failed to contact his relatives. 

Muhlis Ari _— Known in the German media as **Mehmet’’ — was flown 
to Istanbul from Munich on Saturday, one day after Germany’s highest 
court upheld Bavarian state officials in revoking the boy’s 
residency permit for his long history of vandalism, fights and petty 
thefts. 

The controversial deportation followed months of debate and legal 
wrangling over whether the state had the right to deport the 
14-year-old, who feels himself to be German but is not a citizen. A 
1913 law bases citizenship on German blood ties, not place of birth. 

Seeking to better integrate the foreigners who make up one-tenth 
of Germany’s 75 million people, the newly elected government 
recently agreed to ease the law to allow dual citizenship. 

““If Mehmet had had double citizenship, he would have been 
treated like any other German youth,’’ said a member of German 
parliament, Cem Ozdemir, who is of Turkish decent. 

The new law has yet to be drafted, but Ozdemir said many of 


Germany’s ©& million Turks — such as Ari’s parents, who have lived 
and worked for 3@ years in Germany _ are eager to take advantage of 
it. 


The legal expert for the ruling Social Democrats, however, said 
the new law could not be applied retroactively to help Ari’s case. 

Prosecutors questioned Ari briefly on arrival in Istanbul and 
released him after determining he had committed no crimes in Turkey, 
police at Istanbul Ataturk airport said Sunday. 

He was put in a juvenile home until relatives, believed to be 
living in Tekirdag, about 13@ kilometers (78 miles) from Istanbul, 
come to claim hin. 
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“Politican:s Turks in Germany welcome planned citizenship law change < 
“Eds: AMS. RECASTS to lead with citizenship law; ADDS background, 
byline; CHANGES overline to conform < 

“By UTA WIRKHAUS= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

MUNICH, Germany (AP) — Germany's 2 million Turks are eager to 
gain dual nationality under a planned easing of the nation’s strict 
citizenship law, a lawmaker said Sunday, one day after the 
controversial deportation of a German-born juvenile delinquent of 
Turkish decent. 

Mublis Ari — known in the German media as **Mehmet’'’ — was flown 
to Istanbul from Munich on Saturday, after Germany’s highest court 
upheld Bavarian state officials in revoking the boy’s residency 
permit for his long history of vandalism, fights and petty thefts. 

His deportation followed months of debate and legal wrangling 
over whether the state had the right to deport the 14-year-old, who 
feels himself to be German but is not a citizen. A 1913 law bases 

itizenship on German blood ties, not place of birth. 

Seeking to better integrate the foreigners who make up one-tenth 
of Germany’s 75 million people, the newly elected government 
recently agreed to ease the law to allow dual citizenship and to 
give citizenship to those born in Germany. 

“If Mehmet had had double citizenship, he would have been 
treated like any other German youth,’’ said Cem Ozdemir, a member of 
German parliament who is of Turkish decent. 

The new law has yet to be drafted, but Ozdemir said many of Turks 
are eager to take advantage of it after years of living caught 
between two cultures. 

Ari’s parents, for example, have lived for 3@ years in Germany. 
His father, Yusef, worked for BMW, and his mother, Guelsen, was a 
hotel maid. They have never been in trouble with the law, yet 
Bavarian officials also sought to deport them, accusing them of 
endangering public safety by failing to raise their son properly. 

Courts blocked the deportation of Ari’s parents, but after a 
Swift trial, Bavaria’s highest court last month upheld the state's 
decision to deny him a new residency permit, clearing the way for 
deportation. 

Ari’s relatives living outside Istanbul were expected to take him 
in, but they have not yet contacted the boy, his lawyer Alexander 
Eberth said. Ari spent Saturday night in a state-run juvenile home 
and then moved Sunday into an Istanbul hotel with his 16-year-old 
girlfriend, who flew with him from Germany. She is expected to 
return to Munich in a week. 
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“Germany deports Turkish juvenile delinquent < 

MUNICH, Germany (AFP) — Bavarian state officials on Saturday 
deported a 14-year-old Turkish juvenile delinquent born and raised 
in Germany, despite critics who said the state should help the 

roubled boy instead of sending him away. 

Muhlis Ari, known in the German media as **‘Mehmet’’ departed on a 
12:21 p.m. (1181 GMT) Lufthansa flight for Istanbul, Turkey, 
accompanied on the plane by three federal police officials and his 
16-year-old girlfriend. 

His lawyer, but not his parents, tock him to the Munich airport. 
Germany’s highest court on Friday cleared the way for the 
deportation when it rejected his lawyer's arguments that Ari’s 
rights were being violated. 

‘*The judges’ decision ... may be legally correct, but it is 
regrettable as far as promoting a policy of integration’’ of 
foreigners,’’ said Cem Ozdemir, domestic policy spokesman for the 
Greens party. 

The Mehmet case made headlines this summer when Bavarian 
officials sought to deport not only the boy, but also his parents, 
who have lived and worked in Munich for 3@ years. 

The case became an election-year issue, with liberals accusing 
the ruling conservatives of using a family tragedy to show they were 
cracking down on ‘‘criminal foreigners.’’ 

Courts have blocked the deportation of the parents, who were 
accused of endangering public safety by failing to raise their son 
properly even though they had never been in trouble with the law. 

After a quick, abbreviated trial, Bavaria’s highest court last 
month upheld the state’s decision to deny Ari a new residency permit 
because of a string of violent offenses, thus clearing the way for a 
deportation. 

Ari’s lawsuit seeking to have his residency permit renewed is 
still pending. That appeal has yet to have a full trial, but the 
high court said Friday the case could continue even with Ari in 
Turkey. 

“<Caet) ¢ 


AP-LD-11-14-98 1156GMT < 





Ete7i 7--—--= 

ui BC-Germany—-Deportation istLd-Writethru 11-14 @416 
288 888 intj fru ank 
“BC-Germany-Deportation, ist Ld-Writethru ¢ 
“Germany deports Turkish juvenile delinquent ¢ 
“Eds: UPDATES thruout with quotes, plans for teen-ager on arrival in 
Turkey ¢ 

MUNICH, Germany (AP) — Bavarian state officials on Saturday 
deported a 14-year-old Turkish juvenile delinquent born and raised 
in Germany, after months of controversy and legal wrangling over 
whether the state should help the troubled boy instead of sending 
him away. 

Muhlis Ari, known in the German media as ‘‘Mehmet'’’ left ona 
12:21 p.m. (11281 GMT) Lufthansa flight for Istanbul, Turkey, 
accompanied on the plane by three federal police officials and his 
16-year-old girlfriend. 

Ari's lawyer was at the airport to say good-bye to the Turkish 
teen-ager, who has a long history of fights, vandalism and petty 

hefts. Lawyer Alexander Eberth said the boy's parents were too 
upset to be there. “‘They are completely undone,’’ he said. 

Once Ari arrives in Istanbul, German diplomats there will arrange 
for him to meet his Turkish relatives, with whom he is expected to 
live. His girlfriend will return to Germany. 

The **Mehmet’’ case made headlines this summer when officials in 
deeply conservative Bavaria sought to deport not only the boy, but 
also his parents, who have lived and worked in Munich for 32 years. 

The case then became an election-year issue, with liberals accusing 
the ruling conservatives of using a family tragedy to show they were 
racking down on ‘‘criminal foreigners.’’ 

Courts have blocked the deportation of the parents, who were 
accused of endangering public safety by failing to raise their son 
properly even though they had never been in trouble with the law. 

After a swift, abbreviated trial, Bavaria’s highest court last 
month upheld the state’s decision to deny Ari a new residency permit 
because of a string of violent offenses, thus clearing the way for a 
deportation. 

Ari’s lawyer had tried block the deportation arguing the boy's 
rights were being violated, but Germany’s highest court rejected the 
appeal Friday. 

‘*The judges’ decision ... may be legally correct, but it is 
regrettable as far as promoting a policy of integration’’ of 
foreigners,’'’ said Cem Ozdemir, domestic policy spokesman for the 
environmentalist Greens party. 

A lawsuit seeking to have Ari’s residency permit renewed is still 
pending. That appeal has yet to have a full trial, but the high 
court said Friday the case could continue even with Ari in Turkey. 
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By UTA WINKHAUS= 
“Associated Press Writer= 
MUNICH, Germany (AP) — Bavarian state officials on Saturday 
deported a 14-year-old Turkish juvenile delinquent born and raised 
in Germany, after months of legal wrangling over whether the state 
should help the troubled boy instead of sending him away. 
Mublis Ari, known in the German media as *‘*Mehmet,’’ flew from 
Munich to Istanbul, Turkey, accompanied on the plane by three 
federal police officials and his 16-year-old girlfriend. 
The controversy over whether to deport him was a heated issue in 
recent elections, with liberals accusing conservatives of using a 
family tragedy to show they were cracking down on ‘‘criminal 
foreigners.’’ 
More broadly, however, the case reflects Germany's angst over its 
changing society and its struggle to integrate the foreigners who 
make up about one-tenth of the population of 75 million. 
Despite Ari’s long history of fights, vandalism and petty thefts, 
critics argued that Germany must take responsibility for him because 
e has lived here since birth. Ari considers himself German and 
speaks only a little Turkish, his lawyer Alexander Eberth has said. 
Eberth was at the Munich airport to say good-bye to the teen-ager 
but said the boy's parents were too upset to be there: “They are 
completely undone.’’ Eberth also said the teen-ager was calm as he 
boarded the flight. 
‘“*I prepared him for this in recent weeks,'’' the lawyer said. 
*““He’s become more mature. He has learned to reflect.’’ 
German diplomats in Istanbul will arrange for Ari to meet his 
Turkish relatives _— he has an uncle there _ but it remained unclear 
where he will live. He may have to live in a juvenile home if his 
relatives do not take him in. 
His girlfriend, whose presence on the flight was a surprise to 
German officials, told reporters at the Istanbul airport that she 
plans to stay in Turkey for a week before returning to Munich. 
The *‘Mehmet’’ debate started this summer, when officials in 
deeply conservative Bavaria sought to deport not only the boy but 
also his parents, who have lived and worked in Munich for 3@ years. 
State officials accused his parents, who have never been in 
trouble with the law, of endangering public safety by failing to 
raise their son properly. 
Courts blocked the deportation of his parents, but after a swift, 
abbreviated trial, Bavaria’s highest court last month upheld the 
state’s decision to deny Ari a new residency permit, thus clearing 
the way for deportation. 
Ari's lawyer tried to argue that the boy’s rights were being 
Violated, but Germany’s highest court rejected his appeal Friday. 
‘““The judges’ decision ... may be legally correct, but it is 
regrettable as far as promoting a policy of integration’’ of 
foreigners, said Cem Ozdemir, domestic policy spokesman for the 
environmentalist Greens party. 
With unemployment at over 1@ percent, some Germans blame 
foreigners for taking jobs. During elections, a strident 
anti-foreigner party won an unexpected victory in an eastern state. 
And a Forsa poll during the peak of the *‘*Mehmet’’ controversy found 
that Se percent of Germans said there are too many foreigners in the 
country. 
Waves of foreigners flowed into Germany after the fall of the 
Iron Curtain. Many new arrivals are refugees from regional 
conflicts, taken in by Germany until the situation at home settles 
down. There are also ethnic Germans from the former Soviet Union 
with legal claims to citizenship, and, many fear, criminal gangs 
from the former eastern bloc. 
Of Germany's 7 million foreigners, 2 million are Turkish. Many of 
hem, like Ari’s parents, were among the ‘“‘guest workers’’ invited 
here in the 196@s and 197@s. 
Some Turks boarding the plane with Ari were in full support of 
his deportation. ‘‘At home, he will be beaten up by our people,’’ 
said Sedat Yildrim, 43, a shop owner in Munich. 
A lawsuit seeking to have Ari’s residency permit renewed is still 
pending, but the high court said Friday the case could continue even 
with Ari in Turkey. 
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KARLSRUHE, Germany (AFP) —§ Germany’s highest court refused Friday 
to block Bavaria’s attempts to deport to Turkey a 14-year-old 
Turkish juvenile delinquent born and raised in Germany. 
The Constitutional Court ruled unanimously that arguments filed 
by the boy, known as *‘Mehmet,’’ that his rights were being violated 
were inadmissable, thus closing his case. 
But it was not immediately clear when or if he could be deported, 
ince his parents have had his passport invalidated by Turkish 
officials. 
The Mehmet case made headlines this summer when Bavarian 
officials sought to deport not only the boy, who was born and raised 
in Munich, but also his parents, who have lived and worked in 
Germany for 38 years. 
Although the parents had never been in trouble with the law, they 
were accused of endangering public safety by failing to raise their 
son properly. 
Courts have blocked the deportation of the parents. But the 
entire case became an election-year issue, with liberals accusing 
the ruling conservatives of using a family tragedy to score points 
with voters who blame foreigners for rising crime. 
Bavaria’s highest court last month upheld the state’s decision to 
deny Mehmet a new residency permit because of a string of violent 
offenses, thus clearing the way for a deportation. But his lawyer 
had appealed to the Constitutional Court. 
In the meantime, his parents have had Mehmet’s Turkish passport 
@eciared void and refuse to grant permission for a new one to be 
issued. Without valid travel documents, the boy can not be deported. 
Bavarian officials have asked the Foreign Ministry to take the 
issue up with Turkish officials in Ankara, but Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Martin Erdmann said last month that his office would not 
do so until all legal avenues in Germany are exhausted. 
Although a passport for a minor can not be issued without the 
parents’ consent, Bavarian officials could ask a German court to 
force the boy’s parents to comply. 
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“German high court refuses to block Turkish boy’s deportation < 
“Eds: RESTORES dropped overline; UPDATES with details from ruling, 
boy’s name ¢ 

KARLSRUHE, Germany (AP) —§ Germany’s highest court refused Friday 
to block Bavaria’s attempts to deport to Turkey a 14-year-old 
Turkish juvenile delinquent born and raised in Germany. 

The Constitutional Court ruled unanimously that arguments that 
the boy’s rights were being violated were inadmissible. It said his 
lawyer should have challenged the immediate implementation of the 
deportation order in a lower court. 

But it was not immediately clear when or if Muhlis Ari, known as 
‘“*“Mehmet’’ in the German media, could be deported, since his parents 
have had his passport invalidated by Turkish officials. 

The case made headlines this summer when Bavarian officials 
sought to deport not only the boy, but also his parents, who have 
lived and worked in Munich for 380 years. 

Although the parents had never been in trouble with the law, they 
were accused of endangering public safety by failing to raise their 
son properly. 

Courts have blocked the deportation of the parents. But the 
entire case became an election-year issue, with liberals accusing 
the ruling conservatives of using a family tragedy to show they were 
cracking down on ‘‘criminal foreigners.’’ 

Bavaria’s highest court last month upheld the state’s decision to 
deny Ari a new residency permit because of a string of violent 
offenses, thus clearing the way for a deportation. But his lawyer 
had asked the Constitutional Court to block it. 

In the meantime, his parents have had his Turkish passport 

eclared void and refuse to grant permission for a new one to be 
Gi vices. Without valid travel documents, Ari cannot be deported. 

Bavarian officials have asked the Foreign Ministry to take the 
issue up with Turkish officials in Ankara, but Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Martin Erdmann said last month that his office would not 
do so until all legal avenues in Germany are exhausted. 

Although a passport for a minor can not be issued without the 
parents’ consent, Bavarian officials could ask a German court to 
force the boy’s parents to comply. 
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“German high court refuses to block Turkish boy’s deportation < 
“Eds: UPDATES with boy to be deported Saturday, passport problem 
resolved; reax ¢ 

KARLSRUHE, Germany (AP) —§ Germany’s highest court refused Friday 
to block Bavaria’s attempts to deport a 14-year-old Turkish juvenile 
Gelinguent born and raised in Germany. 

Bavarian officials said they would put Muhlis Ari, known in the 
atekn media as *‘*Mehmet,’*’ on a plane to Turkey on Saturday. 

*“*We’'ll now act without delay and prepare the deportation of 
Mehmet,’’ said Bavarian Interior Minister Gunther Beckstein. He said 
problems with the boy’s lack of a valid passport had been resolved. 

Critics, meanwhile, renewed their attacks on Bavaria’s ruling 
conservatives, accusing them of shirking their responsibility to the 
boy by deporting him rather than helping hia. 

**The judges’ decision ... may be legally correct, but it is 
regrettable as far as promoting a policy of integration’’ of 
foreigners,’’ said Cem Ozdemir, domestic policy spokesman for the 
Greens party. 

“*It will be the new (federal) government's task to solve the 
problems of youth crime where they develop in our society — and 
not to export them through deportations.’!’ 

The Mehmet case made headlines this summer when Bavarian 
officials sought to deport not only the boy, but also his parents, 
who have lived and worked in Munich for 3@ years. 

Although the parents had never been in trouble with the law, they 

ere accused of endangering public safety by failing to raise their 
B:. properly. 

Courts have blocked the deportation of the parents. But the 
entire case became an election-year issue, with liberals accusing 
the ruling conservatives of using a family tragedy to show they were 
cracking down on ‘‘criminal foreigners.’’ 

Bavaria’s highest court last month upheld the state’s decision to 
deny Ari a new residency permit because of a string of violent 
offenses, thus clearing the way for a deportation. His lawyer had 
asked the Constitutional Court to block it. 

But the high court ruled unanimously Friday that arguments that 
the boy’s rights were being violated were inadmissible. It said his 
lawyer should have challenged the immediate implementation of the 
deportation order in a lower court. 
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“German high court refuses to block Turkish boy’s deportation < 
“Eds: ADDS boy could return to Germany if he wins original lawsuit, 
still pending < 

KARLSRUHE, Germany (AP) —§ Germany’s highest court refused Friday 
to block Bavaria’s attempts to deport a 14-year-old Turkish juvenile 
delinquent born and raised in Germany. 

Bavarian officials said they would put Muhlis Ari, known in the 
German media as **Mehmet,’’ on a plane to Turkey on Saturday. 

‘“*We'll now act without delay and prepare the deportation of 
Mehmet,’’ said Bavarian Interior Minister Gunther Beckstein. He said 
problems with the boy’s lack of a valid passport had been resolved. 

Critics, meanwhile, renewed their attacks on Bavaria’s ruling 
conservatives, accusing them of shirking their responsibility to the 
boy by deporting him rather than helping hin. 

““The judges’ decision... may be legally correct, but it is 

egrettable as far as promoting a policy of integration’’ of 
foreigners,’’ said Cem Ozdemir, domestic policy spokesman for the 
Greens party. 

“It will be the new (federal) government’s task to solve the 
problems of youth crime where they develop _§in our society _ and 
not to export them through deportations.’!’ 

The Mehmet case made headlines this summer when Bavarian 
officials sought to deport not only the boy, but also his parents, 
who have lived and worked in Munich for 3@ years. 

Although the parents had never been in trouble with the law, they 
were accused of endangering public safety by failing to raise their 
son properly. 

Courts have blocked the deportation of the parents. But the 

ntire case became an election-year issue, with liberals accusing 
the ruling conservatives of using a family tragedy to show they were 
cracking down on ‘‘criminal foreigners.’’ 

After a quick, abbreviated trial, Bavaria’s highest court last 
month upheld the state’s decision to deny Ari a new residency permit 
because of a string of violent offenses, thus clearing the way for a 
deportation. His lawyer had asked the Constitutional Court to block 
it. 











But the high court ruled unanimously Friday that arguments that 
the boy’s rights were being violated were inadmissible. It said his 
lawyer should have challenged the immediate implementation of the 
deportation order in a lower court as well. 

It also noted that Ari could return to Germany if he wins his 
lawsuit seeking to compel Munich officials to renew his residency 
permit. That appeal has yet to have a full trial, but the court said 
the case could continue even with Ari in Turkey. 
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Turkey denies death of German terrorist suspect ¢ 

BONN, Germany (AP) — Turkey has denied reports that Turkish 
troops killed a captured German terrorist suspect who had been 
fighting alongside Kurdish guerrillas, the German foreign ministry 
Said Friday. 

Dismissing the reports as Kurdish propaganda, the Turkish 
government told Germany its soldiers had not captured Andrea Wolf, 

33, and that it did not know her whereabouts, ministry spokesman 
Martin Erdmann said. 

The Kurdish Information Center in Cologne said Tuesday that 
Turkish troops killed Wolf on Oct. 22 after she was caught with a 
group of 39 Kurdish rebels. 

Two German magazines, Der Spiegel and Focus, carried similar 
reports earlier. 

German police have sought Wolf as a suspect in the 1993 bombing 
of a prison by the left-wing Red Army Faction. 

Erdmann said the foreign ministry would continue its probe into 
reports of her death, but said its means were extremely limited. If 
Turkey’s version of events were to be disproved, that could have 

“serious consequences,’’ Erdmann said. He refused to elaborate. 
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“German official says EU door open for Turkey ¢ 

BONN, Germany (AP) —§ In a shift of German policy, a senior 
foreign ministry official was quoted Thursday as saying that Turkey 
‘“*naturally’’ could join the European Union one day. 

Turkish~-German relations have been strained since the EU refused 
to open membership talks with Ankara last year. Turkey accused 
former Chancellor Helmut Kohl of wanting to keep the trade bloc a 
club of Christian nations. 

‘*The former government’s stand toward Turkey was wrong and 
damaging,’*’ Guenter Verheugen, a deputy foreign minister in the new 
center-left government, told the Rheinische Fost newspaper. 

“*It is in our interest to anchor Turkey firmly in the western 
democratic camp. We reject the notion that the European Union cannot 
open up to a country because it does not belong to the Christian 
culture. 

‘*Turkey naturally is a country that could be considered for full 
nembership,’’ Verheugen said, but he added it was ‘‘much too early’’ 
to talk about including it in the current round of EU expansion 
talks. 

Still, to promote ‘‘western standards of the rule of law,''’ the 
EU must offer Turkey a perspective for the future, he said. 
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“Lawmaker urges nationwide Islamic teaching in Germany ¢ 

BONN, Germany (AP) —§ Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder’s government 
should come up with a nationwide concept to introduce Islamic 
Feaching in schools, a lawmaker of Turkish origin said in an 
interview published Wednesday. 

Cem Qezdemir, quoted in the weekly Die Zeit, criticized a Berlin 
court ruling allowing Islamic classes in public schools because it 
granted one Islamic group the power to organize the curriculum. 

The ruling, which overturned a lower court decision, intends to 
give Muslim families access to voluntary religious classes in public — 
schoalis for their children, as are already available for Roman 
Catholics and Protestants. 

But Oezdemir, a Greens lawmaker, said the Islamic Federation’s 
close ties to a fundamentalist Islamic group had created the danger 
of fundamentalism creeping into the curriculum. The Islamic 
Federation represents just 12 of the 7@ mosques in Berlin. 

To counter the trend, the government should propose a nationwide © 
Islamic teaching plan, said Oezdemir. He called on culture minister 
Michael Naumann to lead the effort. 

‘“*The federal government and the states should draw up lla sa 
for Islamic instruction which will avoid the danger of 
fundamentalism, ’’ Oezdemir said. 

‘“*“The goal must be to develop a ‘German Islam,’'’’ he said. **We 
need teachers of Islam who have been trained in German universities 
ancd who teach in German.’!? 

Germany’s new center-left Social Democrat-Greens coalition 
government is keen to develop new policies acknowledging the 
multiethnic quality of modern Germany. It has proposed relaxing 
citizenship laws to make it easier for foreign nationals to become 
Germans. 
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“Criticism over ruling on Islamic classes in Berlin schools <¢ 

BERLIN (AP) _—§ A Berlin-based Islamic group that won the right to 
offer religion classes in public schools called Friday on the city’s 
divided Islamic community to unite behind the effort. 

A Berlin court ruled Wednesday that the Islamic Federation, an 
umbrella group representing 12 of 7@ mosques in Berlin, had the 
right to organize voluntary religious instruction in public schools, 
just like Catholic and Protestant churches. 

The decision has unleashed controversy not only from German 
conservatives skeptical of moves toward what they term 
“*“multiculturalism,’’ but also from two other Islamic associations 
that consider the Islamic Federation too radical. 

Its chairman, Nail Dural, also serves as vice-chairman of Milli 
Gorus, a group that advocates creating an Islamic state in Turkey. 

The liberal Turkish Union called on Berlin’s Muslim parents to 
keep their children out of the religion classes, which are expected 
to begin next summer. 

*“*The Islamic Federation is not a religious organization, but a 
political one,’*’ Turkish Union chairman Kenan Kolat told the BZ 
newspaper. 

But the court, overturning a lower court’s ruling, found that the 
Federation’s members represented a broad enough spectrum of Islam to 
qualify it to be accepted by the school system as a religious 
community. 

The Islamic Federation called in a statement Friday on all 
Islamic groups to join them in ‘‘putting together the religion 
lessons and filling them with life.’’ 

Although Germany has by far the largest population of foreigners 
in Europe _§7 million, including 2 million Turks _ it has long had 
difficulties coming to terms with the increasingly multi-ethnic 
nature of German life, especially in big cities like Berlin. 

In an attempt to promote integration, Germany’s newly elected 
center-left government last month announced plans to make it easier 
for foreigners living here to acquire German citizeship. 

Berlin’s commissioner of foreign affairs, Barbara John, welcomed 
the court ruling as another step toward promoting integration and 
overcoming prejudices among some Germans who view Islam as a 
militant threat. 

She also called on all three Islamic groups to form a single 
group that can work out a lesson plan with school officials modeled 
on those taught by the Christian churches. 

But Berlin’s conservative interior minister, Joerg Schoenbohno, 
criticized the ruling as contradictory to Germany’s western cultural 
tradition. 
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Turkey urges new German leaders to improve relations (¢ 
BONN, Germany (AP) —§ A senior Turkish official urged Germany’ s 

new government Friday to improve relations between the two 

countries. 










Relations have been cool since Turkish premier Mesut Yilmaz 
accused former Chancellor Helmut Kohl of masterminding the European 
Union’s refusal to consider Turkey’s bid for membership last year. 

Turkish deputy foreign minister Korkmaz Haktamir said the 
election of Gerhard Schroeder as chancellor offered ‘‘a very 
important chance’’ to overcome the strains. 

He said Foreign Minister Ismail Cem has invited his German 
colleague, Joschka Fischer, for talks as soon as possible. No date 
has been set, German officials said. 

“*We believe in the strength of our ties,’'’ Haktamir told 
reporters. 

However, his German counterpart, Hans-Friedrich von Floetz, said 
it was “‘absolutely irresponsible’’ to name a target date for 
Turkey’s EU membership. 

He also said Schroeder's government would stress concerns about 
human rights in Turkey ‘“‘at least as much’? as Kohl’s did, 

Both officials attended a Bonn meeting of the German-Turkish 
Cooperation Council, a grouping of business and political leaders 
from both countries that was launched in 1993. 
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German Frotestant leader welcomes citizenship law changes <¢ 

MUENSTER, Germany (AP) — The leader of Germany’s Protestant 
churches welcomed on Sunday Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder’s plans to 
leosen German citizenship laws, adding that religion should not be a 
reason to keep someone from becoming German. 

“*“Just because the number of Muslims in Germany will rise 
considerably must not be a reason to decide against it,’'’ said 
Manfred Kock, chairman of the governing council of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (EKD). 

Proposed changes, such as allowing for dual citizenship, will 
mean greater security for those affected, he said in a report to the 
Synod, the EKD'’s main legislative body, which is meeting in 
Muenster. 

Many of Germany’s © million Turks, the largest group of 
foreigners in Germany, are expected to take advantage of easier 
citizenship rules planned by Schroeder's new center-left coalition. 

Former chancellor Helmut Kohl’s conservative government had 
resisted changing the ethnicity-based law during its 16 years in 
power, arguing Germany should not become a multicultural land of 
immigrants. 


The EKD comprises 24 largely independent Lutheran, Reformed and 


United regional churchs. 
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“German foreign ministry says won't intervene in ‘Mehmet’ case _ yet<¢ 

BONN, Germany (AP) — Germany’s Foreign Ministry said Saturday it 
will not intervene to help secure a new passport for a Turkish 
juvenile delinquent that the state of Bavaria wants to deport until 
state officials exhaust all other legal means. 

Bavaria’s highest court this month upheld the state’s decision to 
deport the 14-year-old boy, known only as Mehmet, because of a 
string of violent offenses. But his lawyer has asked Germany’s 
highest court to block the deportation; a ruling is expected in the 
next few days. 

In the meantime, his parents have had Mehmet’s Turkish passport 
declared void and refuse to give permission for a new one to be 
issued. Without valid travel documents, the boy can not be deported. 

Bavarian officials said they would ask the Foreign Ministry to 
take the issue up with Turkish officials in Ankara. 

But Foreign Ministry spokesman Martin Erdmann said his office 
would not do so until all legal avenues in Germany are exhausted. 

Although a passport for a minor can not be issued without the 
parents’ consent, Bavarian officials could ask a German court to 
force the boy’s parents to comply. 

The Mehmet case made headlines nationwide this summer when 
Bavarian officials sought to deport not only the boy, who was born 
and raised in Munich, but also his parents, who have lived and 
worked in Germany for 3@ years. 

Although the parents had never been in trouble with the law, they 
were accused of endangering public safety by failing to raise their 
s0n properly. 

Courts have so far blocked the deportation of the parents, but 
the case became an election-year rallying point for conservatives 
demanding a crackdown on foreigners who break German law. 
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“Schroeder pledges good relations with Turkey ¢ 

BONN, Germany (AP) — Gerhard Schroeder, Germany’s new chancellor, 
said Thursday he will work for closer ties between Turkey and the 
European Union. 

Schroeder's statement, two days after taking office, came at a 
tense time in German-Turkish relations. Turkish Prime Minister Mesut 
Yilmaz had blamed former Chancellor Helmut Kohl for leading the EU’s 
refusal to open membership talks with Turkey. 

Schroeder stressed that the new Social Democrat-led government 
plans to naturalize many Turkish residents with a change in German 
citizenship law. He called it ‘‘a big chance to deepen further the 
traditional friendship between Germans and Turks, between Turkey and 
Germany.’! 

Germany strongly supports ‘‘bringing Turkey still closer to the 
European Union,’’ he said in a statement. He did not elaborate. 

Since being rebuffed by the EU last year, Turkey _ a secular 
Muslim country _— charges that the union wants to stay a Christian 

lub. 

Yilmaz had made a thinly veiled appeal for Turks in Germany to 
vote against Kohl in the Sept. £7 election that Schroeder won. 

Schroeder's message was linked to Thursday’s 75th anniversary of 
the founding of modern, secular Turkey by Kemal Atatuerk. 

“*I am convinced that Turkey will progress on its way into the 
European family of nations also in future if it faces up to today’s 
challenges in the spirit of Atatuerk,’'’ he said. 
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“Turkish consul refuses to issue passport to Bavarian officials 
trying to deport youth < 

MUNICH, Germany (AP) — The Turkish consul general in Munich 
refused Friday to issue a second passport for a 14-year-old Turkish 
boy requested by Bavarian officials who want to deport the youth 
because of his record as a juvenile delinquent. 

Turkish Consul General Ali Yakital said he declined to issue the 
passport at the request of the boy’s parents. Yakital also said he 
stamped the boy’s original passport ‘‘invalid,’’ also at the 
parents’ request. 

Bavarian officials’ efforts to deport the boy, known only as 
*““Mehmet,’’ became an election-year symbol for conservatives 
demanding a crackdown on foreigners who commit crimes. 

The Turkish consul’s refusal to issue a new passport angered 
mMavarian Minister Guenther Beckstein, who said the state’s efforts 
to deport the boy would not end there. 

“*It can't be that applying German law on foreigners is dependent 
on the desires of Turkish parents,’’ Beckstein said. He said that he 
would take the issue up with incoming Foreign Minister Joschka 
Fischer. 

Fischer is a leader of the Greens party, which has criticized the 
deportation and pushed for an agreement with the Social Democrats 
that will liberalize citizenship laws for German-born foreigners 

nder the new center-left government, which takes office next week. 

However, Beckstein insisted that when Fischer’s cath of office 
will require him to act in the interest of the Germans. 

Mehmet is accused of committing more than 6@ offenses, but has 
been convicted of only one, beating up and robbing a 19-year-old 
student in July with three German youths. The conviction carries a 
one-year sentence, which legally allows deportation under German 
law. 

Bavarian officials also want to expel the parents, who have lived 
in Munich for 3@ years, arguing they have endangered society by 
failing to properly raise their son. 

Courts in Bavaria have blocked efforts so far to deport the 
parents, but on Tuesday upheld the state’s refusal to renew the 
boy’s residency permit. 

The Constitutional Court in Karlsruhe said Thursday it was 
reviewing the boy’s case and would rule in the next few days. 
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“Germany’s highest court to decide whether teen can be deported < 
KARLSRUHE, Germany (AF) _— Germany’s highest court said Thursday 
it would decide soon whether to block the deportation of a Turkish 
teen-ager, born and raised in Germany, who is accused of more than 
6@ offenses. 
A Constitutional Court spokesman said Judge Berthold Sommer was 
reviewing the 14~-year-old’s case and would rule in the next few 
days. 









Officials in Bavaria began proceedings this summer to deport the 
boy, known simply as Mehmet, and his parents to Turkey. The case 
became an election-year symbol for conservatives demanding a 
crackdown on foreigners who commit crimes here. : 

Although the parents have lived and worked in Munich for 3@ years 
without problems, Bavarian officials accused them of endangering 
society by failing to properly raise their son. 

Courts in Bavaria have blocked efforts so far to deport the 
parents, but on Tuesday upheld the state’s refusal to renew the 
boy’s residency permit. 

State officials had said Mehmet could be put on a plane to Turkey 
as early as next week. 

Guido Westerwelle, general secretary of the liberal Free 
Democrats, accused Bavarian officials Thursday of seeking to deport 
Mehmet as a “diversionary tactic’’ to cover up the failure of 
social services there to help a problem child. 
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“Turkish Kurds faces terror-related charges in Germany < 
FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) — An alleged leader of the banned Kurdish 
Workers Party (PKK) in Germany went on trial Wednesday on charges of 
participating in a terrorist organization and attempted arson. 
Halit Y., 41, has been jailed since April. 
Prosecutors charge he directed arson attacks in southern Germany 
against Turkish businesses and other targets after Kurdish prisoners 
in Turkish jails went on a hunger strike in the summer of 1996. 
He also is charged with fraud for allegedly collecting about 
3, 1@@ marks (dirs 3,222) in German welfare while actually living in 
Paris. Prosecutors say he used the money to support the PKK. 
The PKK has been fighting since 1984 for a homeland in 
Kurdish-populated southeast Turkey. About S@a,@@@ Kurds live in 
ermany. 
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“Turkish Kurds faces terror-related charges in Germany ¢ 
“Eds: UPDATES with defense denying charges < 

FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) — An alleged leader of the banned Kurdish 
Workers Party (PKK) in Germany went on trial Wednesday on charges of 
participating in a terrorist organization and attempted arson. 

Halit Y., 41, who has been jailed since April, denied the 
charges. 

Prosecutors charge he directed arson attacks in southern Germany 
against Turkish businesses and other targets after Kurdish prisoners 
in Turkish jails went on a hunger strike in the summer of 1996. 

He also is charged with fraud for allegedly collecting about 
~,1@2@ marks (dirs 3,2@@) in German welfare while actually living in 
Paris. Prosecutors say he used the money to support the PKK. 

The PKK has been fighting since 1984 for a homeland in 
Kurdish-populated southeast Turkey. About S@Qa,@@a@ Kurds live in 

ermany. 
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“Bavarian court confirms deportation of convicted Turkish juvenile ¢ 

MUNICH, Germany (AP) —§ A Bavarian court on Tuesday upheld a lower 
court’s order to deport a 14-year-old Turkish delinquent whose case 
became an election-year symbol for Germans demanding action against 
“criminal foreigners.’!’ 

The Bavarian administrative court denied a defense appeal to 
force Munich city officials to renew the youth’s residency permit. 

The decision clears the way for officials in the southern state to 
deport the boy, known simply as Mehmet, to Turkey. 

Mehmet was sentenced to one year in jail two weeks ago on a 
conviction of robbery and causing bodily harm. Though suspected of 
more than 6@ offenses, he only has been tried for the one case _ the 
only one committed after he turned 14, the age of legal 
responsibility under German law. 

Munich officials had refused to renew the residency permit based 
on the 68 offenses, and the conviction only strengthened their case. 
German law allows deportation of any foreigner sentenced to a year 
or more in prison. 

The liberal Greens’ party cited the Mehmet case as an example of 
problems in Germany’s citizenship laws during election-year 
campaigning. 

Those laws are set to change under the incoming federal 
government of Social Democrats and Greens, to take office next week. 

The future partners on Tuesday signed an agreement that will grant 
automatic citizenship to some German-born foreigners to promote 
integration of the 7 million foreigners, including & million Turks, 
living here. 

Though born and raised in Germany, Mehmet would not be eligible 
for automatic citizenship under the proposed new laws. That right 
would be granted only to German-born foreigners who have at least 
one parent who is a permanent resident and was either born in 
Germany or has resided here since age 14. 
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Turkish delinquent who became political symbol faces deportation <¢ 

MUNICH, Germany (AP) — A Turkish boy who became an election-year 
symbol for Germans demanding action against ‘‘criminal foreigners’’ 
faced a new deportation threat Friday after being convicted of 
robbery. 

Although born and raised in Munich, the 14-year-old boy, known as 
Mehmet, remains Turkish because of German citizenship laws. 

Conservative officials in Bavaria created a nationwide stir this 
summer by seeking to deport not only Mehmet, who has a long record 
of juvenile delinquency, but also his law-abiding parents, who have 
lived and worked in Munich for 3@ years. 

Bavarian officials charged the parents with endangering public 
safety by failing to properly raise their son. Mehmet’s lawyer, 
pointing to September's elections, accused the government of making 
a Campaign issue out of a family tragedy. 

A state court has since blocked the deportation of the parents, 
but Munich officials refused to renew Mehmet’s residency permit, 
meaning he could theoretically be sent back to Turkey. 

That likelihood was strengthened by Friday’s conviction and 
Bentence to one year in prison _ his first after turning 14, the age 
at which youths can be prosecuted. 

Mehmet and three other German youths were convicted of robbery 
and causing bodily harm stemming from a July 3 fight with a 
19-year-old student. 

German law allows deportation of any foreigner sentenced to a 
year or more in prison. 
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“Fair official says travel ban on Turkish publisher lifted < 

FRANKFURT, Germany (AF) —§ In a reversal, Turkey has decided to 
&allow a controversial publisher to go to Germany to pick up a 
*“Freedom to Publish’’ award at the Frankfurt Book Fair, organizers 
said Wednesday. 

Ayse Nur Zarakolu, who had been trying for five years to get her 
passport back from Turkish government officials, got it unexpectedly 
on Wednesday. She is expected at the world’s largest book fair on 
Thursday, said Gerhard Kurtze, president of the German Book 
Publishers’ Association. 

He said organizers had protested the travel ban through 
government and U.N. channels. 

The 42-year-old publisher was named to receive the book fair'’s 
first **Freedom to Publish Award,’’ worth 14,@@@ marks (dirs 6, @@@). 
It was presented to her son Sinan on Wednesday in Zarakolu’s 
absence. 

In Ankara, friends of Zarakolu confirmed in a telephone call wit 
The Associated Press that the publisher had gotten her passport back 
and had gone to the Germany Embassy to obtain a visa. | 

Ayse Nur Zarakolu has been a publisher with Belge Publishing 
House based in Istanbul for 2@ years. She has served a total of 
almost 16 months in prison for releasing books raising the issues of 
the Kurdish war and human rights violations in Turkey. 

Other court cases are still pending against her. The latest is 
about a book on executions by military coup leaders in 198@, which 
went on sale early last year. 

Ragip Zarakolu, the publisher’s husband, who was also in 
Frankfurt, complained that freedom of speech in Turkey has been 
limited, and publishers were also being held responsible for the 
contents of books they published. 
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“Fair official says travel ban on Turkish publisher lifted < 

“Eds: CORRECTS age Sz < 
FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) — In a reversal, Turkey has decided to 

allow a controversial publisher to go to Germany to pick up a 


‘“Freedom to Publish’? award at the Frankfurt Book Fair, organizers 
said Wednesday. 


Ayse Nur Zarakolu, who had been trying for five years to get her 
Passport back from Turkish government officials, got it unexpectedly 
on Wednesday. She is expected at the world’s largest book fair on 
Thursday, said Gerhard Kurtze, president of the German Book 
Fublishers’ Association. 

He said organizers had protested the travel ban through 
government and U.N. channels. 

The S@-year-old publisher was named to receive the book fair’s 
first *‘‘Freedom to Publish Award,'’’ worth 18,882 marks (dirs 6, 222). 
It was presented to her son Sinan on Wednesday in Zarakolu’s 
absence. 

In Ankara, Sth graf pvs < 
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“Turkish delinquent who became political symbol goes on trial(¢ 

MUNICH, Germany (AP) —§ A Turkish boy who became an election-year 
symbol for Sanwans demanding action against ‘‘criminal foreigners’’ 
went on trial Thursday for a robbery that could result in his 
deportation. 

The 14-year-old boy, who was born in Munich but because of German 
citizenship laws is still Turkish, is charged with three other 
German youths of robbery and causing bodily harm. 

They allegedly beat a 19-year-old student with a slat July 3 
after a fight over cigarettes, then took his money and a radic 
before fleeing. ; 

The Turkish boy, known only as Mehmet, had a long history of 
“run-ins with the law, but this was the first since he turned 14, the 
age at which a juvenile can be prosecuted. 

Conservative officials in Bavaria created a nationwide stir by 
seeking this summer to deport not only Mehmet, but his law-abiding 
parents, who have lived and worked in Munich for 38 years. 

Bavarian officials charged them with endangering public safety by 
failing to properly raise their son. Mehmet’s lawyer, pointing to 
September’s elections, accused the government of making a eaapeign 
issue out of a family tragedy. 

A state court has since blocked the deportation of the parents, 
but Mehmet could theoretically be sent back to Turkey alone, 
depending on the outcome of his trial and other appeals by his 
lawyer. 
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“Turkish publisher can’t travel to Germany to get Book Fair prize (<¢ : 
FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) — Turkish publisher Ayse Nur Zarakolu has 
been been banned from traveling to Germany to pick up an award from 
hie this year’s international Book Fair, an official said Tuesday. 
Gerhard Kurtze, president of the German Book Publishers’ 
Association, said that Zarakolu was to be the first recipient of the 
newly~established ‘*Freedom to Publish Award’’ to be presented at 
the fair annually. 
Fair officials have strongly protested the travel ban through 
government channels, because hundreds of publishers, authors 
journalists and book dealers were being hindered in their work 
worldwide, Kurtze said. ; | 
Zarakolu, 42, has been a publisher with Belge Publishing House 
based in Istanbul for 2@ years. She has served a total of almost 16 
months in prison for publishing books raising the issues of the 
Kurdish war and human rights violations in Turkey. 
Other court cases are still pending against her. The latest is 
about a book on executions by military coup leaders in 1988, which 
went on sale early last year. 
“*I have been trying te get a passport since 1993,°" said 
Zarakolu in a telephone interview with The Associated Press in 
Ankara. She said police were returning her application without an 
explanation. 
‘“*They are after us for our struggle for peace,’’ Zarakolu said. 
Kurtze said the award would be accepted Wednesday for Zarakolu by 
her husband Ragip Zarakolu, a columnist and writer, who was allowed 
to travel to Frankfurt with their son. 
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“By ED REAVIS= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

FRANKFURT, Germany (AFP) _— The annual international Book Fair in 
Frankfurt was founded to boost the publishing business, but has also 
become a powerful human rights forum pushing for freedom of 
expression around the world. 

Book fair sponsors used this year's event to initiate a prize 
Wednesday called “*‘The Right to Publish Award’’ to commemorate the 
=@th year of the Declaration of Human Rights. 

Right in the middle of the award ceremony worth 18, @22 marks 
{dirs 6,@@@) for embattled publisher Ayse Nur Zarakolu, who was 
banned by Turkish officials until Wednesday from. traveling to 
Germany, a cry for help from Bangladesh arrived. ; 

Taslima Nasrin, the author who enraged her countrymen in 1994 for 
allegedly saying the Koran should be rewritten, has gone into hiding 
as Islamic extremists seek her death and offer 282,200 takas (dirs 
3, @22) for anyone whe kills her. 

Nasrin’s appeal for help from the international community was 
read by Gerhard Kurtze, who said the Association of International 
Publishers would lodge a protest to the Bangladesh government 
immediately. 

A petition was circulated at the fair, where some 3@@, @@a@ 
Visitors are expected, to add weight to the protest. 

. Nasrin returned to Bangladesh last month -after a self-imposed 
four year exile in Europe and the United States to attend her mother 
who has colon cancer. 

Another persecuted writer, British author Salman Rushdie made a 
surprise appearance at the fair’s opening ceremony on Tuesday and 
Visited his German publishers exhibition on Wednesday. 

With Iran’s government recently distancing itself from a dirs 2.5 
million bounty placed on the head of Rushdie by a semi-official 
Iranian foundation in 1989, a seemingly relaxed Rushdie, who has 
largely been in hiding, appeared unannounced at the fair. 

*“*We knew he was coming but couldn’t announce it. We are taking 
no chances,’’ a spokeswoman for Droemer publishers said. 

Rushdie said he was glad to have his life back. He said he felt 
he has been living in a tunnel or underground for the last 1@ years. 

Oppressed writers, artists, and journalists have recently gained 
another safe haven in this city on the Main River. 

Frankfurt’s Multicultural Affairs office started a so-called 
“*City of Refuge Program,’’ intended to get persecuted writers back 
on their feet. 

The first person taken into the program was Iranian dissident 
author, Faraj Sarkuhi. He arrived in Frankfurt in May after spending 
a year in prison for signing a petition to his government asking for 
more freedom of expression. 

Sarkuhi said he was tortured during his prison stay while his 
wife and two children in Berlin were fed stories of his death from 
official Iranian sources. 

| At the Zarakolu’s award presentation that was accepted by her son 
Sinan, former French minister of culture, Jack Lang, criticized how 
democratic states waffle on human rights. 

““Im not sure democratic countries do all they could do to 
protect human rights. For example, we, the French government, 
entered an agreement with Turkey three years ago although we were 
well aware of the suppression in the country.’? 

Lang said this year there were 7@@ authors arrested around the 
world, 31 were murdered, 2@ disappeared and 3@ expelled from their 
homelands. 
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“Schroeder: Europe open ta Turkey, but rights problems persist 

PARIS (AP) —§ Germany’s future chancellor Gerhard Schroeder said 
Wednesday that Turkey shouldn’t be barred indefinitely from joining 
the Europe Union, but he said the Ankara government has a long way 
to go te resolve human rights and other problems. 

‘“The European door for Turkey must remain open,’?’ Schroeder told 
a news canference after meeting with French leaders, 

““It is up to the Turks alone’’ to work out their problems, which 
could take a long time, he said, referring to econamic and human 
fights issues that have so far prevented the European Union from 
cansidering Turkey as a member. 

On human rights, “‘it’s an issue where there is much ta da,’’ 
Schroeder said. **But people know that about Turkey.’? 

The 1lS-nation EU blocked Turkey from its first round of expansion 


talks in December, angering Turkey, which put relations with the EU 
on held. 


Germany, however, has long valued Turkey as a trading partner and 
has a large population of Turkish immingrants. 
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“Federal prasecutor reports arrest of Turkish terrorist suspect ¢ | 

KARLSRUHE, Germany (AF) — The Chief Federal Prasecutor’s office 
an Manday said a Turkish terrerist suspect has been arrested as an _ 
alleged member of a banned terrarist organization. 

The man, identified only as Ertugrul ¥., 39, was arrested in 
Hamburg on Friday based on an arrest warrant issued on April 3, 
1997, a prasecutor’s statement said. 
It said the suspect belonged ta the Yagan wing of the outlawed 
Turkish extremist organization group, Devrimei Sol, and was 
responsible for obtaining weapons and forged passports for the 
yroup. | 
The Interior Ministry banned Yagan and its rival splinter group, . 
Karatas, on Aug. 13, saying they finance their activities Leruery hy 
blackmailing Turkish residents and businesses in Germany. 

Both groups split off from Devrimei Sol in 1992 and have ioug 
used violence and murder ta gain daminance in Germany, home ta some 
2 million Turks, the ministry said. — 

Both have a combined membership of about 1,38@@ and have adapted 
Devrimei Soal’s goal of overthrowing the Turkish government to 
replace it with a Marxist regime, accarding to the ministry. 

The latest arrest follows the arrests of several Karatas members 
in June for blackmail, murder and attempted murder. 

Prasecutors at the time said the leader of the Karatas wing 
ardered members to attack and sametimes kill Yagan wing members wing. 
and Turks unwilling to contribute money. They also blame the group 
for arson attacks against Turkish businesses in Germany. 

Germany banned Devrimei Sol in 1983. 

nb) 

AM—-LD-@9-21-9a L7IaGNT < 


GETIIG 34 = 
¢ 2 RC-Germany~ Deportation @9-@7 G2L2E6 

288 fru iantj ank 
“ERC-Germany~Deportatian < 
Court backs German attempt to expel Turkish juvenile delinquent ¢ 

MUNTCH, Germany (AFD — A court gave new ammunition MNanday to city 
efficials whe want to deport a FuREL ND juvenile suspected of mare 
than 60 offenses. 

The case _ ‘the focus of. much election-year attention — has came 
amid a growing clamor in Germany to crack down on forest gner® who 
commit crimes here. 

The administrative court said that Munich was within its a te 
refuse the 14-year-old a new residence permit because af serious 
assault charges against the boy, identified only as Mehmet. 

The city first ordered him and his family deported to Turkey in 
Aprid, citing his alleged offenses and saying the parents endangered 
public safety by failing to raise their son properly. . 

Kavaria’s state administrative court rejected that deportation 
attempt Friday, saying the teen-ager was never convicted and that 
the. parents couldn’t be punished for their son’s wrongdoing. — 

But the hboy’s residence permit ran out on July #21 and city 
afficials refused to extend it, providing a new opportunity ta 
deport him. 

Mehmet started getting in trouble at age 1@, but children in 
Germany cannot be prosecuted until age 14. This summer, after his 
14th birthday, he was jailed pending a robbery charge. 

The alleged roabbery was No. 62 on a rap sheet that includes 
offenses ranging from breaking someone’s nose and assaulting a 
counselor ta snatching the hat off a schoolmate’s head and demanding 
money for its return. 
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“German court overturns departation arder far Turkish family <¢ 

MUNICH, Germany (APD o§ A Bavarian state court on Friday 
overturned orders ta have a juvenile delinquent and his parents 
deported ta Turkey, saying the teen-ager had never been convicted 
and the parents had done nothing wrong. 

& The case — the focus of much election-year attention — came amid 
growing clamor in Germany to crack down on foreinners who commit 
crimes here. It was the first time a German state had sought to 
expel an entire family because of a child’s offenses. 

The boy, known as “‘*MNehmet,’'’ started getting in trouble at aye 
14, but children in Germany cannot be prosecuted until age 14. This 
summer, after his 14th birthday, Mehmet was jailed pending a robbery 
charge. 

The alleged robbery was No. G2 on a rap sheet that includes 
affenses ranging from breaking someone’s nose and choking a 
counselor to snatching the hat off a schoolmate’s head and demanding 
money for its return. . 

On July 28, a city court in Munich upheld the deportation order 
for Mehmet and for his parents, whom Bavarian authorities accused af 
endangering public safety by failing to properly raise their son. 

But the state administrative court said a minor cannot be 
deported unless he or she has been convicted af a serious crime or 
the parents are here illengally — neither of which applies in 
Nehmet’s case. 

It also voided the deportation order for Nehmet’s parents, saying 

hey could not be punished for the crimes of their son. 
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Kohl party criticizes Turkish premier’s election appeal < 

RONN, Germany (AFP) —§ Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s party criticized 
Turkish premier Nesut Yilmaz on Wednesday for reportedly urging 
Turks in Germany to vote against Kohl in Sept. 27 elections. 

Karl Lamers, foreign policy spokesman in parliament for Kohl’s 
Christian Democrats, called Yilmaz’s remarks emotional, ** very 
unwise’”’ and contrary to diplomatic custom, according to an 
interview for Thursday’s edition of the Sueddeutsche Zeitung daily. 

The newspaper quoted an unnamed government official as calling 
the comments ‘**an outrage.’’ 

The Turkish newspaper Milliyet this week quoted a thinly veiled 
appeal by Yilmaz for Turkish voters in Germany to cast a ballot 


against Kohl because relations between the two leaders had broken 
down. 


Yilmaz blames Kohl, Europe’s senior statesman, for spearheading 
the European Union’s refusal to open membership talks with Turkey as 
it has with several former communist countries. 

Turkey, a secular Muslim country, charges that the EU wants toa 
stay a Christian club. 

Some 156,866 Turks are eligible to vote in Germany. 
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“Kohl party criticizes Turkish premier’s election appeal < 
BONN, Germany (AP) — Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s party criticized 
Turkish premier Mesut Yilmaz on Wednesday for reportedly urging 
Turks in Germany to vote against Kohl in Sept. 27 elections. 
Karl Lamers, foreign policy spokesman in parliament for Kohi’s 
Christian Democrats, called Yilmaz’s remarks emotional, ** very 
unwise’’ and contrary to diplomatic custom, according to an 
interview for Thursday’s edition of the Sueddeutsche Zeitung daily. 
The Turkish newspaper Milliyet this week quoted a thinly veiled 
appeal by Yilmaz for Turkish voters in Germany to cast a ballot 
against Kohl because relations between the two leaders had broken 
down. 










Yilmaz blames Kohli, Europe’s senior statesman, for spearheading 
the European Union’s refusal to open membership talks with Turkey as 
it has with several former communist countries. 

Turkey, a secular Muslim country, charges that the EU wants to 
tay a Christian club. 

Only about 156,606 of the 2 million Turks in Germany are eligible 
to vote. | 
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“Germany bans two left-wing extremist Turkish groups <¢ 

RONN, Germany (AFD —§ Germany banned two rival left-wing Turkish 
extremist groups Tuesday as threats to damestic security, citing 
growing violence and criminal activity aimed particularly at 
Germany’s Turkish residents. 

The splinter groups of the previously outlawed Turkish extremist 
organization Devrimei Sel must cease all activity in Germany 
immediately, including meetings and publication of propaganda. 

The Interior Ministry said the rival Karatas and Yagan wings both 
finance their activities largely by blackmailing Turkish residents 
and businesses, and have for years used violence and murder to gain 
dominance in Germany, home to some 2 million Turks. 

The groups, which splintered from Devrimci Sol in 1992 and have 
about 1,300 members combined, both adopted Devrimei Sol’s gaal of 
averthrowing the Turkish government to replace it with a Marxist 
regime, the ministry said. 

Arn Interior Ministry report on the groups said they both appear 

oO be experiencing financial problems, tringerinyg a rise in threats 
and violence against Turkish residents and businesses that refuse toa 
give money. 





“"An end to the conflict is not in sight,’ the report said. 
The violence reached a critical point last summer when members of 
both gangs were seriously injured in shoatouts in Hamburg and 
Frankfurt, according to the ministry report. 
‘““The ban is a direct response to the serious criminal activity 
e. two left-wing extremist Turkish criminal groups that have nat 






esitated to cammit murder an open streets,’’ Interior Minister 
anfred Kanther said in a statement. 
The Interior Ministry action comes several weeks after federal 
authorities arrested several Karatas members on charges of 
blackmail, murder and attempted murder. 

Frasecutars at the time said the leader of the Karatas wing 
ordered members to attack and sometimes kill members of the rival 
Yagan wing and Turks unwilling to contribute money. They also blame 
the group for arson attacks against Turkish businesses in Germany. 

Germany banned Devrimci Sel in 1983. 

“(ceb-pfqg) ¢ 


AF~LD-@S8-13-98 LISEGMT < 


GEGSS167--~-- 
yr a BC-Germany~-Asylum G@i-i2 @197 
233 87 intjw fru ank mad 
“EC~Germany~-Asy lum 
“German high court rules families can be separated during asylum 
Case ¢ 


KARLSRUHE, Germany (AFD — Family members who apply for asylum in 
different European countries don’t have a basic right to live 
together while their cases are being decided, Germany’s highest 
court ruled Wednesday. 

The Federal Constitutional Court said such a temporary separation 
did not violate the constitutianal protection accorded marriage and 


family. 


The court ruled on a case involving a Turkish Kurd wha went ta 
Spain in October 1995 and applied there for asylum. His family was 
already in Germany and had applied for asylum here; their case is 
still pending. 
The father went back to Turkey and then flew to Germany, where he 
applied for asylum again. His application was not accepted because 
under the European Union’s Schengen treaty, his case must be decided 
in the first EU country he entered — namely, Spain. 
Kut he appealed his deportation toa Spain and remains in Germany. 
Meanwhile, Spain denied his asylum application in 1996, sa the 
court said he had te go back to Turkey now to apply to join his 
family in Germany. 
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“Bavarian court blocks deportation of delinquent minor ¢ 

MUNICH, Germany (APD —§ A BKavarian court on Tuesday blocked the 
deportation to Turkey of a 14-year-old juvenile delinquent and his 
parents, who have lived in Germany more than 3@ years. 

The state administrative court ruled that there were °° serious 
doubts about the legality of the decisian’’ to send the parents back 
along with their son. The court said it will issue its own ruling in 
the case as early as September. 

A Munich court last month approved the deportation of the bay 
because of his criminal record. His parents, accused of failing to 
properly raise the boy, were also ordered expelled. 

But because of the seriousness of the case, Munich Mayor 
Christian Ude gave the family a chance to appeal toa a higher court 
before acting on the order. 

The ruling came amid a growing election-year clamar in Germany ta 
crack down on foreigners who commit crimes here. 

The boy, known as Mehmet, has committed more than 66 offenses. He 
has been in police custody in Munich since allegedly committing 
another rabbery in July. 

The Munich court that ordered the deportation ruled that the 
teen-anger’s “*‘years~-long serious criminal behavior’? and the public 
security interest justified expelling him, despite his age. It said 
private counseling the boy received through a church had apparently 
been “‘campletely unsuccessful. 7? 

It also saw nothing wrong with expelling his parents with him. 

While the decision was welcomed by Ude and other city and state 
officials, the liberal Greens Farty accused the state of trying to 
make an entire family liable for the crimes of one member. 
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“Bavarian minister wants expulsion of Turkish youth for repeated 
crime ¢ 

MUNICH, Germany (AP) — Bavarian Interior Minister Guenther 
Beckstein said Saturday that a Turkish boy that he wants expelled 
from Germany for repeated crimes along with his parents, was 
involved in another robbery and beating overnight. 

The 13-year-old youth, identified only as Mehmet, along with twe 
other boys, beat and robbed another school-age youth late Friday, 
Beckstein said. 

According to Beckstein, the latest incident brings to 61 the 
number of crimes the Turkish boy has been involved in, including 
Stealing, robberies, extortion and beatings. 

Because of his age, the boy cannot be jailed for the crimes, anc 
instead has been repeatedly returned to his parents and entered into 
a@ special training program. 

Beckstein said it was high time Munich's social aid office, whic 
has been fighting the expulsion as too harsh, understand that the 
young Turk is a danger to the public. 

He said the state had wasted some 8,4@@ marks (dirs 4,6@@) thus 
far to pay for special schooling trying to re-socialize the boy. 

In the first such action against a juvenile delinquent in 
Germany, Munich district officials decided several weeks ago to 
expel the youth and his parents at the end of July. 

The parents have filed a suit with the local administrative cou 
to get the expulsion order voided. 

(gb) 
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“BC-Germany-Turks Terror 

“Federal prosecutor reports another Turkish terrorist suspect 
arrested ¢ 
KARLSRUHE, Germany (AF) _ For the second time in a week, the — 
German federal prosecutor on Tuesday reported the arrest of a aa 
suspected Turkish terrorist for alleged blackmail, murder and ce 
attempted murder. a 

A federal presecutor's statement identified the suspect only as 
32-year-old Ilhan Y., who it said was a leading member of the , | 
Revolutionary People’s Liberation Front, known as the Karatas wing ) ae 
of the leftist extremist group Devrimci Sel that split into rival 
groups in 1993. ; | 

| - The other group is known as the Yagan wing, the statement said. 

Prosecutors say that leaders of the Karatas wing ordered member 
to attack and sometimes kill members Gf the rival gang and Turks es 
unwilling te contribute money. They also blame the group for arson eu: 
attacks against Turkish businesses in Germany, home to some & pl 
million Turks. 

The statement said that Ilhan Y., along with a Karatas 
functionary identified only as Turan, were responsible for the 
gBroup’s actions in the Hamburg region. He was arrested in the port 
city on June 23 and remains in investigative custody. 

Ilhan Y., along with other associates, allegedly beat up two 
employees of a Turkish restaurant in Hamburg and demolished the 
furnishings on April 25, 1997 because the owner refused to pay money "as 
to the group. : 

When the owner returned with his car, Ilhan Y. used a pistol bP 
sheet and kill a passenger riding with him, the statement said. pa 

Turan, who was arrested in Hamburg on Sept. 9, 1997, already 
faces attempted murder charges in the Hamburg high state court for 
@llegediy sheoting and seriously wounding a member of the rival Ss 
Yagan wing in the port city four days earlier. | af 

Also charged in the attempted murder case are Serefettin G., wht 
heads the Karatas in Germany, and a Frankfurt area group leader 
Erdogan C., the statement said. ; 

A week age the federal prosecutors office said an alleged sane 
identified only as 26-year~old Ali U., was arrested on May 1 in 
Dertmund for the beating and attempted blackmail of a Turkish 
restaurant owner in the Ruhr river valley area. ~~. 

Devrimci Sol and its successor Karatas wing claimed a 
responsibility for numerous terrorist attacks and murders in Turkey, 
with the aim of overthrowing the government to replace it with a 
Marxist regime. 
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“BC-Germany-Turkish Terror 
“German federal prosecutor investigating alleged Turkish terrorists ¢ 

KARLSRUHE, Germany (AP) — Federal prosecutors announced Tuesday 
that they are investigating an extreme left Turkish group for 
suspected terrorist activity in Germany. 

. Prosecutors suspect that leaders of the Revolutionary People’s 
Liberation Front (DHKF-C) order members to attack and sometimes kill 
members of a rival organization and Turks unwilling to contribute 
money. They also blame the group for arson attacks against Turkish 
businesses in Germany, home to some & million Turks. 

DHKF-C is one of two opposing groups formed in 1993 when the 
Turkish leftist extremist group Devrimci Sol, or Revolutionary Left, 
split. 

The other, Yagan wing or THKE-C-Devrimci Sel, is also under 
investigation by state prosecutors in Hamburg. The group was active 
and claimed responsibility for attacks in Turkey in the 197@s, where 
they are now thought no longer active. 

An alleged DHKF-C member, identified only as 26-year-old Ali U., 
has been in investigative custody in Dortmund since his arrest May 
il, federal prosecutors said in a statement. 

He is suspected of attempting to blackmail a Turkish bar owner 
the Ruhr river valley area in February and March, demanding half of 
his monthly income. 

He returned to the bar with up to 12 others on April 22, where 
the group beat up the owner, his brother and the bar’s guests with 
baseball bats and handguns, the statement said. The brother was shot 
in the knee and had ta be hospitalized as did the beaten owner. 

Devrimci Sel and its successor DHKF-C claimed responsibility fe 
numerous terrorist attacks and murders in Turkey, with the aim of 
overthrowing the government to replace it with a Marxist regime. 

The DHKF-C and Kurdish rebels in Turkey have also claimed to ha 
collaborated on some attacks. 
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*“BC-Turkey-Nazi Gold ¢ 
“Turkey criticizes U.S. report on Nazi Gold< 
ANKARA, Turkey (AP) _ Turkey on Thursday severely criticized a 
recent U.S. report which blamed Turkey and other countries which . 4 
were neutral in World War II of belping the Nazi war machine. 

‘*Nobody has the right to tarnish the image of our country ‘which 
has a World War II history to be proud of,’’ said State Minister ; 
Sukru Sina Gurel in a seven-page statement. re: 
. The report, released earlier this week, said countries like 

Sweden, Portugal, Spain and Turkey provided Germany with materials 4. 3 
for weapons and goods during Werld War II and received millions of oa te 
dollars worth of wealth looted fram Jews in payment. 1 
Turkey is accused of having sold siete aba to help the Nazi’ war 


~ 


es he 
ae Gurel, who heads a Commission sa cectueae alleged Turkeeh.. ce 
involvement in the Nazi Gold scandal, said the chrome had been sold , 
to Germany in 1943, under full British consent. . 
RS He said the report had failed. to obtain documents that showed 
that the British were aware of the sale. $$ 
a Tt was not clear how much chrome Turkey sold until it stopped t 
‘sale on , Apr. 22, 1944 under pressure from the United States. and 


« , « 

~ ae 
Joe i 
<4 ) 









ae 


Britain. Turkey declared war on Germany on Feb. 23, 1945. eee 
**Tt only shows that a more scientific: and ebjective research ig 

needed to save a country from being kept under unnecessary guilt,?% Sr 

Burel said. = a a 


He added the report also ignored the fact that Turkey saved the 

lives af tens af thousands of Jews during that time, 
_ ‘Turkey comes ahead of countries which during World War 1 

fulfilled its duties towards the Jews and is far ahead of the United | 
‘States, which only accepted 2@, 00% Jews by imposing a queta,?’ the — ria 
minister added. pea 

A first U.S. government report released in May 1997, accused | 
bi gab of buying er keeping gold looted by the Nazis. Se Ss pa 
| ' Turkey denied those allegations earlier this year, saying the | 
dine 3.4 million worth ef gold transferred to Turkey via Germany in a ae 
1943 was Turkish gold deposited in Swiss banks. sa 

Another dirs 482, @2@2 worth of geld, deposited fer safekeeping tt 
the Turkish Central Bank in 1945 by the German Embassy which was 
Closed down at the time, was returned to Germany in 196@, Turkey - F . 7 
Said. "a 


ek 
— 
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“BC-Turkey-Nazi Gold ¢ | ee 
“Turkey to investigate new Nazi gold claims ¢ | 7 a 
ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — Turkey said Tuesday it was ready. ea ae 
investigate new allegations that it received wealth looted from Jews a 
ESUCEny World War II in payment for war supplies to the Nazis. Sees 
A recent U.S. government report coneduges that dirs 3a@ million 
in lowtert gold, estimated to be worth dirs £.6 billion taday, was ee 
youted through Switzerland to pay Portugal, gS, Sweden and Turkey Ss 
for German supplies and armaments. . eh a 
$2 “Turkey has nothing to hide,’! Foreian Ministry spokesman Necat 

Utkan told reporters. che ee 
He said a commission headed by a state minister would 
investigate, Bee 

. Farlier in the year, the same commission denied aceunn tierce: th 

neutral Turkey was involved in lected Nazi geld, arguing that dirs _ a 

3.4 million worth of gold transferred to Turkey via Germany in 1943 . 
was Turkish bullion deposited in Swiss banks. 
| ‘The commission was set up to investigation allegations ina. 





report released at a London conference in December which concluded = = 
that Turkey, along with other neutral countries of the time, Never. ~<a 
deg tateet a penny of the millions of dollars of looted gold. © : coe 
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“German foreign minister invited to Turkey to help smooth relations (¢ 
BONN, Germany (AP) _— German Foreign Minister Kiaus Kinkel has 
been invited to make an official visit to Turkey, but his office 
said Wednesday he had not decided whether to accept. 
Minkel said in late April he was prepared to go to Turkey ta he 
repair German-Turkish relations, which soured after the European 
Union rejected Turkey's application in March to join membership 
talks. 
The EU said Turkey still had serious economic and political 
problems as well as continuing human rights violations. 
But Turkish Premier Mesut Yilmaz has blamed German Chancellor. 
Helmut Kohl for the slap, saying the chancellor wants to keep Muslim 
Turkey cut so that the EU remains a Christian European club. 
“{pfg-cb) 
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“BC-Germany-Kurd Arson — | ee 
“German federal prosecutor charges Kurdish woman with arson ¢ | 2 


KARLSRUHE, Germany (AP) — The chief federal prosecutor’ s. office 
said Thursday it has charged a 33-year-old Turkish—Kurd woman a 
_ arrested in February with eight counts of arson. ‘as 
According to the office, the woman, identified only as Ayguel A, 
was a top member of the Kurdish Workers? Party, known as the PKK, ie a 
which is banned in Germany. Bae): 
= She is charged with ornganizing and ordering eight arson avend fa 
“in the North-Rhine Westphalia state cities of Dortmund, Duisburg and ‘Ce 
Essen on 16 and 19 March 1997 apainst Turkish. and German bankas thes =<28 
‘office said. eae 


“lad 
a8 etatement from the prosecutor’s office said Ayguel Q 3 headed 


a PKK? 5 operations in the state since November 1995. In this ea TMs or 
Position she was responsible for coordinating the group's werk on a 
orders from its central office. re 
The woman has been jailed in investigative custedy since her 
varrest in February. No date has been set for a trial. 4 
After a leng string of arson attacks and other attacks: on mos 
Turkish businesses in the early 199%s in Germany, the government ~ gx 
banned the PKK on Nov. 26, 1993, as a terrorist organization. | eae 


. German prosecutors in January said they no lenger consider the 
PKK a terrorist group, but that it still was a criminal ake 


organization. nae oem 
The PKK has been fighting since 1984 for a homeland in |= 7% 

Kutdieh-poaesabed southeast Turkey. Seme 37,@@A@ people have been ee 

killed in the fighting. | on a 


About Sa, 22 Kurds live in Henan — | Se Ie * an 
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“Germany rejects new Turkish accusation against Kohl ¢ : 

BONN, Germany (AP) — Germany on Wednesday rejected fresh charges 
by the Turkish prime minister that Chancellor Helmut Kohl was to q 
blame for keeping Turkey out of European Union membership talks. 

Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz was quoted by the German weekly Die 
Zeit as saying that EU Commission president Jean-Claude Juncker 
followed Kohi's orders when he told Turkey in December that it did 
net qualify as an EU candidate. 

In the interview, Yilmaz also reiterated charges that Kohl eae - 
te keep the European Bloc a club of Christian nations. 

German government spokesman Herbert Schmuelling said Yilmaz’s 
repeated tirades against Kohl and Germany did not make them *‘‘*more 
correct or impressive.’!’ 

The charges are without Ee any substance or basis,’’ Schmuelling 
said. 

When the EU rejected Turkey’s application for membership, it — 
cited concerns about human rights violations, Turkey’s 34, 2@@ st fa Te 
on Cyprus and its tense relations with EU member Greece. 

Turkey invaded and occupied the northern third of Cyprus in 1974 
after an abortive coup by Greek Cyprict supporters of union with 
Greece. 74 
Die Zeit said Yilmaz described the EU's acceptance of the Greek 
portion of Cyprus as ‘*‘a grave mistake,’’ that would bring the | 
*“final division of the island’’ in the Mediterranean. 

The EU decided last year to open membership talks with 1@ East 
European nations and Cyprus in the decade ahead. Yilmaz has 
repeatedly blamed Germany for the rejection of Turkey’s application. 

EWU enlargement talks opened March 3@ with Poland, Hungary, the | 
Czech Republic, Slovenia, Estonia and Cyprus. Five other countries | 


Latvia, Romania, Lithuania, Bulgaria and Slevakia _— have more 
Os Se are prospects of joining. 
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“Germany rejects Turkish charges of expansionism ¢ 
“With Britain-Turkey-Germany ¢ 
BONN, Germany {AFD _ Germany on Friday angrily rejected reportec 
accusations by Turkey's prime minister that it has Nazi- —~like plans | 
to dominate eastern Europe. | 
The interview in Friday's Financial Times alse quoted Prime 
Minister Mesut Yilmaz as saying that Germany had blocked Turkish 
efforts toa join the European Union as part of its plan ‘to divide 
Europe between Bulgaria and Turkey.’’ | 
German Foreign Ministry spokesman Martin Erdmann called the 
comments “‘an inexcusable defamation’’ and an ‘“‘unprecedented insult 
among partners.'! 
‘*“There has been no SFC RINSE ON against Turkey,’ . povernment 
spakesman Peter Haus@ann said. “His choice of words was not 
helpful.’? 7 


* 


Yilmaz was quoted as saying that Germany’s drive to include 
eastern Europe in NATO and the Eurcpean Union is rooted in Adolf 
Hitler’s policy of ‘‘Lebensraum,’'’ or aggressive expansion into 
eastern Europe to secure ‘‘living space’’ for the German people. 

Yilmaz has also blamed Chancellor Helmut Kohl for the EU's 
refusal to start membership talks with Turkey, saying that a 
Christian Eurcpean club did not want a Muslim member. 
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“BC-Germany-Imam Trial 
“Turkish clernyman sentenced for urging assassination in Germany ¢ : 

AUGSBURG, Germany (AP) — A Turkish clergyman was convicted Mondé 
of urging followers to assassinate Aa rival within Germany’s Muslim 
community. 

Hasan Pala, the 34-year-old imam of & mosque in the southern 
Bavarian town of Augsburg, was sentenced by the state court there to 
three years in prison, 

Witnesses testified that Pala had urged the assassination of 
Halil Ibrahia aie cg & Berlin doctor, during Friday prayers in July 
1996, 
Sefu was found fatally shot 1@ months later in a slaying 
authorities attributed to a power struggle within Germany’s 
Association of Islamic Groups and Communities. No suspected gunman 
has been arrested. 

Sefu had angered the greup'’s leaders by declaring himself 

‘caliph’? or top Muslim religious leader, presecutors said, 
{im) 
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“BC-Turkey-Germany ¢ 
MRK Bh minister cancels visit in growing row with Germany ‘ 

ANKARA, Turkey (APD _ Turkey's row with Germany escalated a note 
Tuesday with labor minister canceling a trip te Bonn planned for | 
later this week. 

Labor Minister Nami Cagan canceled because his Germany 
counterpart, Norbert Blum, was unwilling to hold more than a short 
meeting, reports said. 

Newspapers said the cancellation was part of A growing row over 
comments by the Turkish prime minister, whe blames Germany for " 
keeping Turkey out of the European Unicon. 

Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz compared the expansion of NATO and 
the EU into eastern Europe to Adcif Hitler's policy of angressive 
expansion into eastern Europe to secure ‘‘living space’’ for the 
German people. . | “ 

According te the daily Hurriyet, Blum responded to the comments 
by shertening the time he would spend with Cagan and by declining to 
chair a meeting between the two labor delegations. ) 

The Turkish media said Cagan wanted an in-depth discussion of % 
& million Turks who live in Germany and the Cabinet decided he 
should cancel his trip if he wasn’t ‘going to get .it. 
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“BC-Britain-Turkey~-Germany ( ' 
“Report: Turkey says Germany has Hitler-style expansion plian< 

LONDON {APD = Turkey’s prime minister accuses Germany of revivir 
Adelf Hitler's policy of “Lebensraum, ’"’ or aggressive expansion in 
Eastern Europe to create “‘living space’’ for the German people, the 
Financial Times reported Friday. . 

In an interview with the newspaper, Frime Minister Mesut Yilmaz 
was also quoting as saying that Germany had blocked Turkey’s efforts 
te join the European Union as part of its plan to ‘“‘divide Europe 
between Bulgaria and Turkey.’’ 

““The Germans continue as before,’' Yilmaz was quoted as saying. 
** They believe in ‘Lebensraum.’ That means the central and eastern 
European countries are of strategic importance for Europe and for 
Germany as cnesr backyard. 

“Their final goal is to include these countries in NATO and the 

EU, and to divided Europe between Bulgaria and Turkey. Turkey should | 
be a good neighbor for Europe, but not a member of the EU.’ 

Leaders of the iS—-nation EU decided in December not tc invite 
Turkey to begin negotiations for membership, while preceeding with 
membership talks with five Eastern European countries, and the. 
Greek-controlled part of. Cyprus. 

In the interview, Yilmaz said Germany was behind the EU 

“discrimination’’ against Turkey. 

Turkey has turned down an EU invitation to attend a meeting in 
Londen on Thursday which will be attended by other countries seeking 
to join. | 
In December, Yilmaz immediately blamed German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl for Turkey’s exclusion, saying religious bigotry and j 
discrimination was behind the decision. Turkey would have been the 
first Muslim member of the EU. 

Yilmaz was particularly angered by a report that Kohl at.a 
meeting last year of Christian Democrat parties said the EU was 
Based on Christian principles and that Turkey had no place in it. 
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“BC-~Germany-Kurds ¢ 
“RETRANSMITTING to restore slug é 
“Group demonstrates on behalf of Kurdish refugees ¢ 

COLOGNE, Germany (AP) —§ About 2,@22 pecple demonstrated in the 
city center Saturday against the planned expulsion of 6@ Kurdish 
refugees who have heen denied government permission to stay. 

A spokesman for a Kurdish group said refugees should be granted 
asylum here, and that other Kurdish refugees who have been 
repatriated to Turkey have suffered abuse and torture. 
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“BC-Germany-France-Turkey 

“German, French foreign minister want Turks to take part in EU 
conference ¢ 

BONN, Germany (AP) - The foreign ministers of Germany and beac. 
on Monday asked Turkey to join in an upcoming European Union 
conference of state and government leaders next month. 

The appeal comes after Turkish FPrime Minister Mesut Yilmaz in 
December accused German Chancellor Helmut Kohl of trying to keep the 
organization ‘*‘a Christian club,’’? locking cut full membership for 
Muslim Turkey. 

Kohl's government immediately denied the accusation. 

Yilmaz made the remarks during a trip to the United States, afte 
EU countries accepted 1@ East European countries and the 
Mediterranean island nation of Cyprus for plan ah fd talks -in March, 
but rejected Turkey. 

The members cited concerns about human rights violations, 
Turkey’s 3@,@@@ troops on Cyprus and its tense relations with 
Greece, an EU member. 

In an apparent move to improve strained relations, German Foreic 
Minister Klaus Kinkel and his French counterpart Hubert Vedrine, who 
was in Bonn Monday, both emphasized they want Turkey to take part in 
the European conference set for waren i2. 

Both Germany and France ‘‘have and intense interest on a lasting 
integration of Turkey in Europe,’’ the ministers said in a joint 
statement. | 

Without being more specific, the two also praised recent 
political and economic reforms in Turkey, and constructive attempts 
to finding a solution to questions on Cyprus, and the conflict with 
Greece over the Aegean islands. 
ats (gb) 
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“BC-Germany-Dominican-Crash, ist Ld-Writethru 
“Lawyers propose settlement in jet crash near Deminican Republic < “> 
“Eds: LEADS throughout to UPDATE with Boeing spokesman also ee 
confirming tentative agreement, saying Dominican airline also a “ECR 
party to the agreement. < 
FRANKFURT, Germany (APD — A proposed settlement would pay 187, @@ 
marks (dirs 59,4@@) each to families of victims killed in a jetliner 
crash two years ago near the Dominican Republic, a report said 


Saturday. 


The Boeing 757 slammed into the Atlantic Gcean shortly after 
takeoff from the Dominican Republic on Feb. &, 1996, killing all 189 
people aboard, most of them German tourists. 

The Dominican civil aviation anency has said pilot error was th 
most likely cause of the crash. 

Victims’ lawyer Ulrich von Jeinsen confirmed Saturday that a 
tentative settlement was reached with the Turkish plane owner 
Birgenair, the manufacturer Boeing and the travel agency responsible 
for the charter flight. 

A Boeing spokesman in Seattle, Washington, also confirmed there 
was an agreement, and said it also included another party, the small 
Dominican airline Alas Nacionales, which had leased the plane from 
Birgenair. 

But both the lawyer and spokesman declined to confirm the 
settlement amount as reported by Der Spiegel newsweekly. Von Jeinsen 
said victims’ families had not yet signed the deal. 

Spiegel said in its Saturday advance of a report to be publishec 
Monday that some families would get considerably more than 1807, @a@ 
marks (dirs 39,4@@), if the household head was killed in the crash. 

One mother of a five-year-old child in the eastern state of 
Brandenburg is to receive a half-million marks (dirs 278, @@a@), 

Spiegel said. 

The German families of 148 victims would be part of the 
agreement, but families of 2@ other victims have declined to be part 
of such a& lump settlement, Spiegel said. 

Remaining victims aboard the Alas Nacionales flight alse include 
two Dominican flight attendants, 11 Turkish crew members and seven 
polish passengers. 

The Dominican civil aviation agency concluded in November 1996 
that the pilots had failed to recognize they were in danger of 
stalling when the steering column began shaking. 

The crew also was confused about different airspeed readings, 
including a false reading that the plane was flying too fast, the 
report said. 

A separate report by the U.S. National Transportation Safety 
Board said the Boeing Ca. training manual for the 757 ‘‘ lacks 
detailed information’’ on crew procedures in the event of different 
airspeed readings and other warnings. 
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“BC-Germany—-Genetic Visa 
“Germany running genetic tests on would-be immigrants ¢ 
“By TONY CZUCZKA= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

BONN, Germany (AFP) — Would-be immigrants who say they have famil 
living in Germany are being genetically tested to determine whether 
their claims are true, the foreign ministry said Friday. 

The tests, a tool to combat abuse of visa rules, are Germany’s 
newest effort to stem a tide of tens of thousands of refugees a year 
from poor and war-torn countries. 

Genetic testing is being used on a trial basis to screen Turkis 
and Iraqi visa applicants at the German embassy in Ankara, Turkey, a 
focal point for Kurdish refugees who want to go to Germany, foreign 
ministry officials said. 

Many applicants there use fake documents to try to back up thei 
claim that they should benefit from visa rules allowing close 
relatives to join foreigners living in Germany, ministry spokesman 
Martin Erdmann said. 

To rule out doubts, consular officials last month began taking 
Saliva samples from visa applicants, which are compared with 
specimens from their purported relatives in Germany, officials said. 
The process can take several weeks. 

Another spokesman, Walter Lindner, said the procedure cuts both 
ways: It can also help would-be immigrants who have no proper papers 
due to the administrative vacuum in northern Iraq prove their case 
for a visa. 

With elections due in September, Chancellor Helmut Kohil’s 
government has taken a tough stand on immigration. 

Germany pressed its European partners and Turkey to tighten 
borders this month after hundreds of Kurdish refugees arrived on 
Italian shores and many said they wanted to join relatives in 
Germany. 

Germany, host to 2£5@,@@@ Bosnian war refugees and about a 
half-million Kurds, is Europe’s top destination for refugees because 
of its liberal asylum laws and welfare benefits. 

Some 1@4,@@@ foreigners came to Germany to seek asylum last yea 
Kurds accounted for the bulk of last year’s 31, @@@ applicants from 
Turkey and Iraq. 

Turkish troops have been fighting a Kurdish insurgency since 196 
in a war that occasionally spills over into northern Iraq. Iraqi 
Kurds in a& zone carved out by the U.S.-led coalition in the 199@-91 
Gulf war are also fighting among themselves. 
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“Lawyer: Germany should seek extradition of terror suspect ( ee 


“AE Photea ¢ 

“Ry GALIT BENZUR= 

“Hesociated Press Writer= ; 
| TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) _— Germany should seek the extradition of 
dapain man accused of plotting a terror attack in Israel because he 
cannot get a fair trial in Israel, his lawyer said Thursday. 

The Tel Aviv District Court anreed ta a defense request toa 
postpone the opening of the trial, originally scheduled for | a 
Thursday, until Feb. 18. 

Defendant Stephan Josef Smyrek, 26, ‘is accused of plotting withd 
iva Shiite Muslim guerrilla group Hezbellah, based in Lebanon, to { 
carry out a suicide attack in Israel. He hae been held in Israel 
since Nov. 28, and has confessed to Israeli interrogators. | : 

When a judge asked him through a translator Thursday whether he 
understood the charges against him, Smyrek said yes. | 

He looked pale and tired, his eyes puffy and his straight thin 
hair slicked back. Before the start of the hearing, Smyrek talked at 
length with his lawyer, Dan Assan, whe asked him to sign several 
documents. 

. Assan said Germany should ask for his client's extradition. , 

The lawyer noted that courts in Israel accept confessions even 
when they are extracted by force and that Smyrek'’s trial would be | 
mostly held behind closed doors. In addition, he said, his client 
could be sentenced to life in jail just for discussing a possible 
crime, 

““For all these reasons, I believe that my client will not get 
fair trial by international standards and that Germany should 
complete its investigation and request his extradition,’ Assan 
said. ‘. 
The lawyer said that German authorities cooperated closely with 


Israel in the investigation of Smyrek for several weeks before his q 
arrest in Israel. German investigators handed Israel 4@@ pages of 
transcripts of interviews with possible witnesses, he said. . % 
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“Most asylum-seekers in Germany from countries with Kurd populations < 
“Ede: LEADS threugheut to UPDATE with German decision that PKK no 
longer terrorist, background on immigration laws¢ © 

BONN, Germany (AFD — The number of Iraqis seeking asylum in 
Germany rose 32 percent last year despite an overall 1@ percent 
decline in asylum-seekers, the Interior Ministry said Tuesday. 

Nearly a third of the asylum-seekers were from either Turkey or 
Iraq _ most of that number was believed to be Kurds. The Interior 
Ministry tallies numbers only by nationality, not ethnic group. 

Refugees seeking asylum in Germany from Iraq rose in 1997 te 
14,1@@, up 3@ percent from 1996. Although the number of Turks 
seeking asylum declined by £29 percent, they remained the largest 
single group with 16, &a@@. 

About & nevbetie of the 1844, @@@ asylum-seekers in 1997 were 
granted asylum, the ministry said. That compares with 438, @2@ 
applicants in 1992 before the asylum law tightened in 1993 in an 
effort to curb a wave of anti-foreigner attacks. The number of such 
attacks has since dropped significantly. 

Some politicians are now suggesting immigration rules are too 
tight, and that Germany should start allowing some foreigners into 
the country on purely economic grounds. They could fill jobs in the 
restaurant and ether industries that Germans won’t take, they argue. 

German border officials have gone on alert in recent weeks afte 
hundreds of Kurds believed to be heading to Germany and other 
European nations arrived on Italy’s shores. 

Turkey blames the Kurdish separatist group PKK for orchestrating 
much of the Kurd exodus, saying it aims to solidify terrorist bases 
in Europe. 

The PKK has been banned in Germany since 1993. However, German 
prosecutors announced Tuesday that they no longer consider the PKK a 
terrorist organization. 

Prosecutors said there were four vil-rontate style attacks in 
Germany linked to the group since August 1996, fewer than in 
previous periods, and said there was evidence that even these 
attacks were not sanctioned by the PKK leadership. 

Prosecutors still consider the PKK a criminal organization. 
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“BC-Turkey-Nazi Gold ¢ 
“RETRANSMITTING to restore cycle designatar ¢ 
“Turkey denies buying looted Nazi Gold < | 
ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — Turkey on Tuesday denied allegations that. 
it had bought or kept gold looted by Nazis during World War II. 
State Minister Sukru Sina Gurel said in a statement that dirs 3. 
million worth of gold had been transfered to neutral Turkey via 
Germany in 1943, but that the bullicn was Turkish gold deposited in 
Swiss banks. } 
““At the time, the Sako way it could be transfered to Turkey wey 
through Germany,’’? Gurel said. . | 
He added that some dirs 482, 8@@@ worth of geld deposited ta the 
Turkish Central Bank in 1945 by the German Embassy had been returned 
to Germany in 196@. He did not say why the German embassy kept the 
gold here ocr how it had originated. 
Res: OU mot be reached for further comment. 
‘Turkey cannot be accused of war pillaging,’’ Gurel said. 
Turkey has been investigating allegations surrounding its 
friakeengnt in Nazi gold after a report released at the end of a 
4i-nation conference in London in December concluded that Turkey, 
along with other neutral countries of the time, never repaid a penny 
of the millions of dellars of lecoted gold it bought from Germany. 
(sf-fd) 
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Grass speech opens debate on Germany’s asylum policies . 
By COLLEEN BARRY 
Associated Press Writer | 
FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) — Leftist author Gunter Grass’ stinging 
riticism of Germany’s asylum policy has led to soul-searching in 
some government quarters, notwithstanding the Interior Ministry’s 
scathing rebuttal. 

The government’s commissioner on foreigners, Cornelia 
Schmalz-Jacobsen, said Grass’ remarks contained "bitter truths, " 
and even members of Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s party expressed 
concern about the handling of asylum cases. 

Grass said in a speech Sunday that Germany’s asylum policy 
reflects a "latent hatred of foreigners" and encourages ‘neo-Nazi 
Violence. He also jumped on the government’s sale of weapons to 
Turkey, which has been fighting Kurdish separatists since 1984. 

The Interior Ministry called the remarks, which Grass made made 
during presentation of a peace prize to a Turkish author, an 
insult, and defended Germany’s record on accepting refugees and 
asylum seekers. 

Germany “is generally acknowledged (to have) the most liberal 
and generous asylum laws," Interior Ministry official Eduard 
Lintner said on German radio. 

Those laws, written into Germany’s postwar constitution as 
penance for Nazi crimes, were tightened in 1993 after a wave of 
anti-foreigner attacks, which subsequently subsided. Leftists 
accuse Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s government of caving in to the far 
right. 

Turks have been most affected by the stricter laws. Human rights 
groups charge that many Kurds sent back to Turkey are tortured by 
- the Turkish government or otherwise endangered. 

The vice chairman of Kohl’s Christian Democratic bloc in 
parliament, Heiner Geissler, acknowledged that the government’s 
asylum policy contained no guarantees that deported Kurds would not 
be persecuted or wrongly jailed. 

Schmaltz-Jacobsen, likewise, acknowledged that Germany’s 
immigration policy lacked clarity. Deportations are determined by | 
law, she said, "but as soon as a real face is attached to it, 
people start brooding." 

Burkhard Hirsh, vice president of the German parliament’s lower 
house and, like Schmaltz-Jacobsen, a member of the junior coalition 
partner Free Democrats, also supported many of Grass’ arguments. 

Hirsh: said the government’s reaction showed that Grass had 
touched a nerve. He referred directly to remarks by Peter Hintze, 
general secretary of Kohl’s conservative party, that Grass had-lost 
touch with reality and was resorting to "nasty, political 
polemics.” 

Outside of the political arena, -authorizes charged with housing 
asylum-seekers whose applitations have been rejected took offense 
at Grass’ claim that thousands of rejected applicants were forced 
into "deportation camps." "We are all witnesses to repeated 
‘barbarism, this time democratically guaranteed," Grass said. 

Half of the S@@ asylum-seekers in North Rhine-Westphalia state 
whose applications have been rejected are housed in former Belgian 
army barracks near Paderborn, where they wait to be deported. 

The facility manager, Udo Wehrmeier, described comforts provided 
to the residents to make their stays, lasting up to six months, 
more comfortable, including sports facilities, satellite 
television, daily visiting hours and fully equipped kitchens. 

Each resident receive S56 marks (dirs 32) a month pocket money, 
but can augment that with odd jobs, such as. making dog leashes, 
Wehrmeier said. . 

"I can only recommend that’ Mr. Grass come and see for 
himself," said Lydia Irmer-Schliker, chief of the state office for 
foreigners. 
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“BC-—Germany-Foreigners-Grass, ist Ld-Writethru 
“Muthor accuses German government of ‘hatred of foreigners’ ¢ 
“Eds: INSERTS 2 grafs before penultimate with Kohl's party 
criticizing Grass < 
“By PAUL GEITNER= 
“Associated Press Writer= 
BERLIN (AP) _ The German Interior Ministry on Monday angrily 
rejected accusations by left-wing author Guenter Grass that the 
government’s asylum policy reflects a ‘‘latent hatred of 
foreigners’’ and encourages neo-Nazi violence. 
*“*“To accuse the German people of hating foreigners is a bit much 
and really an insult,’’ Interior Ministry official Eduard Lintner 
said on German radio. 
; Germany has accepted the most refugees and asylum-seekers of any 


country in Europe, he said, and “‘is generally acknowledged (to 
have) the most liberal and generous asylum laws.’’ 
Grass, author of ‘*The Tin Drum’’ and one of Germany’s most 


outspoken writers, made his remarks Sunday while presenting German 
Book Trade Peace Prize to a Turkish novelist who writes about the 
problems faced by Turkey’s. Kurdish minority. 

Grass called the German government’s asylum policy 
**“democratically covered barbarism,’’ and especially criticized 
Interior Minister Manfred Kanther, who has repeatedly stated that 
‘*“Germany is not a country of immigrants.’’ 

Grass accused Kanther of giving moral support to neo-Nazis and 
their slogan of **Foreigners Out!’ 

‘“*“Isn't the latent hatred of foreigners in Germany articulated, 
bureaucratically hedged, in the deportation practices of the present 
Interior Minister, whose severity finds its echo among the columns 
of radical right-wing thugs,’’ Grass said. 

Germany tightened its generous asylum law in 1993 after a wave o 
neo-Nazi attacks on foreigners, and the number of asylum-seekers has 
declined since then. 

The largest single group is from Turkey, where separatist Kurds 
have been fighting since 1984 for autonomy. Some 238,@@@ peaple have 
been killed in the fighting there. 

Human rights groups charge that many Kurds sent back to Turkey 
are tortured by the Turkish government or otherwise endangered. 

The Interior Ministry said 23,814 peeple from Turkey had applied 
for asylum in Germany in the past year, of which 12.8 percent were 
accepted. 

Lintner defended Germany’s policy, saying that Turkey's problems 
with its Kurdish minority can’t be solved by having ‘‘the minorities 
come to us. 

““Then we would be choking from nothing but refugees and 
asylum-seekers and one can’t expect that of the German population,’’ 
he said. 

Charges that Kurds deported back to Turkey are tortured have not 
been proven despite investigations into ‘‘hundreds of individual 
cases,’”’ he said. 

Peter Hintze, general secretary of Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 
conservative party, said the 7@-year-old Grass had lost touch with 
reality and was resorting to ‘‘nasty, political polemics.’’ 

Germany’s generous right to asylum can only be maintained if 
foreigners here illegally are eventually deported, Hintze said. 

Grass and the recipient of the book award, Yasar Kemal, also 
strongly criticized the German government’s sale cof weapons to 
Turkey. Kemal said the weapons were being used to “*kill the 
people.’’ 

Lintner also defended the weapons sales to Turkey, noting it is 
fellow NATO member. 
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“BC-Germany~-Turkey 
“Kohl to Turkish leader: no EU membership anytime soon ¢ 
“By TONY CZUCZKA= 
“Ossociated Press Writer= 

BONN, Germany (AP) _— Germany refused to give Turkey whole-hearte 
support Tuesday in its bid to join the European Union, saying it 
must first resolve several long-standing problems. 
3 Chancellor Helmut Kohl said after talks with Turkish Prime 
Minister Mesut Yilmaz that he only ‘‘supports the goal of membership 
for Turkey at a later date.’’ 

Kohl urged Turkey to clear up the conflict with Greece over the 
divided island of Cyprus, government spokesman Peter Hausmann said. 

Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel also cited Turkish disputes with 
Greece itself and human rights concerns, which include Turkey’s war 
against Kurdish separatists that has cost some 28,@@@ lives since 
1984. | 

Turkey has been trying to recover diplomatic ground since being 
left out of a group of countries with which the EU wants to start 
membership talks early next year. Germany, home to £2 million Turks, 
is Turkey’s main European partner. 

Several hundred Kurds demonstrated across the road as the two 
leaders met at Kohl’s chancellery under tight police security. 

Officials from beth sides signed an agreement setting up a 
German-language university in Istanbul. 

Turkey, an associate EU member, has been striving for years to 
become a full member, a move primarily opposed by Greece because of 
the Cyprus dispute. 

But Yilmaz, a conservative who took office in June, went into th 
talks with few hopes of persuading Germany to drop its own 
reservations. : 

He stressed Turkey's Western ocrientation during his two-day 
visit. 

‘*‘The fact is that Turkey is part of western Eurcpe,’'’ he told 
reporters Tuesday. *“‘We would be an enrichment, not a burden.’’ 

Yilmaz said he and Kohl agreed that Turkey should further 
strengthen its ties with the EU ‘‘with a view to full membership.’’ 

Kohl said he agreed that Turkey had *‘a European calling,’’? but 
said it must make its own efforts to reach that goal. 

Yilmaz said the war with the Kurds in southeastern Turkey is 

“seen wrongly in Europe, also in Germany. 

‘*There is a& terrorist organization called PKK (Kurdish Workers 
Party), which wants to split from Turkey. No state can tolerate 
that,’’ he said. 

Turkish troops Tuesday continued a week-old offensive against 
rebel Kurdish bases across the border in northern Iraq. 
“{te-pfg) ¢ 
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“BC-Germany-Turkey 
“German, Turkish foreign minister meet in Bonn; Cyprus a main theme ¢ 
“AP Phote BONI@6 ¢ 
“By GEORGE BOEHMER= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

BONN, Germany (AFP) — The dispute between Turkey and Greece over 
Cyprus and Turkey’s bid for European Union membership dominated 
talks between Turkish Foreign Minister Ismail Cem and his German 
counterpart in Bonn Friday. 

At a news conference after their meeting, German Foreign Minist 
Klaus Kinkel and Cem both said they had honest and open discussions 
on a number of issues, including EU membership for Turkey. 

‘“Turkey, without a doubt belongs to Europe,’’ Kinkel said. 

However, Kinkel said he could not say when Turkey might become 
El) member. 

‘“*“The way to Europe leads through the question of human rights, 
leads through the question of the Kurdish problems, leads through 
the question of the relationship with Greece,'’’ Kinkel said. 

Among other things Turkey must send a ‘‘meaningful sign’’ of 
solving its problem with the Kurds, Kinkel said. 

Turkish Kurds have been fighting for autonomy in Turkey’s 
southeast region since 1984. The war has cost the lives of some 
28, 222 people. 
While Turkey has an associate relationship with the EU, it has 
been striving for years to become a full member, a move primarily 
opposed by Greece. At the same time, Turkey has been strongly 
opposed to Cyprus gaining EU membership, saying it would 
disadvantage the large Turkish community on the Greek-dominated 
island. 

Responding to Kinkel'’s comments, Cem said that questions over 
Cyprus and Turkish~-Greek relations could not be solved alone by the 
Turkish government in Ankara. 

‘“*“The EU should be a little more objective when it comes to 
Turkish-Greek relations,’’ Cem said. 

He also said that there appeared to be an exaggeration on the 
question of human rights in Turkey. ‘‘We are against the human 
rights issue being used as an excuse to Keep us out of the (EU) 
community,’’ Cem said. 

Accerding to Cem, Turkey's human rights situation is *‘*developi 
positively,’’ and his government intends to continue on that course. 

Human rights viclations exist in many countries and have even 
been uncovered in Germany, Cem said. 

The remark was an obvious reference to an Amnesty International 
report earlier this year charging German police with brutality 
against foreigners, and neo-Nazi attacks against Turkish residents 
in Germany in recent years. 

| The worst such attack killed two Turkish women and three young. 

girls in Solingen near Cologne on May &9, 1993. Four young neo-Nazis 
were convicted and given long prison terms for the murders. . 

Both ministers maintained relations between Germany and Turkey 
were healthy and that both countries are striving to make them even 
better. About 2&2 million Turks live in Germany, making them the 
country’s largest minority. 

*“*Countries with good relations must openly discuss problems,’’ 
Cem said. 

‘““The Turkish community plays an important role in Germany,’’ 
KMinkel said. ‘**Abeout 54,8244 run their own businesses with a turnover 
of some 31 billion. marks (dirs 17.4 billion) annually.'’ 
“{gob-pfq) ¢ 
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“BC-Germany-Kurds ( 
“German court convicts and sentences two Kurds ¢ 

DUESSELDORF, Germany (AP) —§ A German court convicted two Kurdis 
leaders Tuesday of planning and supervising arson attacks on a 
series of Turkish targets in 1993. 

Haydar Ergul, 41, was sentenced to five years and nine months in 
prison, while Nihat Azut, 35, received a sentence of five years. 

The series of attacks on Turkish consulates, travel agencies, 
banks and other businesses in the Ruhr area and Berlin led the 
German government toa ban the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) in 
Germany as a@ terrorist organization. . 

In a deal between prosecutors and defense lawyers, charges of 
belonging to a terrorist group were dropped against Ergul and Azut 
in exchange for their confessions and a pledge to renounce violence. 

The deal resulted in a quicker trial. Counting in time spent in 
investigative custody, both men could be cut of prison by March. 

The PKK has been fighting since 1984 for a homeland in 

Kurdish-populated southeast Turkey. More than 2@,@@@ people have 
been killed. 
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“BC-Germany-Kurd Extradition 

“Britain extradites Kurdish leader toa Germany ¢ 

KARLSRUHE, Germany (AP) —§ A leader of the Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party wanted in Germany for a series of terrorist attacks on Turkish 
targets has been extradited by Britain. 3 

The official, Faysal Dunlayichi, acted as European spokesman fo 
the party, which is known under the initials PKK and which is | 
outlawed in Germany, German officials said. 

A judge on Germany’s Supreme Court in Karlsruhe on Wednesday 
confirmed the October 1994 arrest warrant for the Kurdish official 
and ordered him held in investigative custody. 

® German statement from the Federal Prosecutor's Office 
identified the man only as Faysal D., but the Kurdish Information 
Bureau in London said he was Faysal Dunlayichi, also known as Kani 
Yilmaz. 

Dunlayichi, a 47-year-old Turkish citizen, i585 suspected of - 
playing a leading role in masterminding nearly 14@ arson attacks on 
Turkish businesses, banks, travel agencies and other interests 
throughout Germany in 1993, the German statement said. 

One man was killed in a Wiesbaden restaurant that had been set 
fire. 

Dunlayichi was arrested cutside the House of Commons in Ocotber 
1994 when he came to London to speak to a parliamentary group 
sympathetic to the Kurds. 

“*It's a widely recognized fact that this is a political act by 
the German government in response to a request from Turkey,’’ said 
Mark Campbell, spokesman for the Kurdish Information Bureau in 
London. 
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German court throws out appeal of three neo-Nazis in Turk deaths 

KARLSRUHE, Germany (CAP) - The Supreme Court on Thursday rejected 
an appeal by three neo-Nazis convicted in the arson deaths of five 
Turks, Germany’s deadliest attack on foreigners since World War If. 

Two Turkish women and three girls died when a fire raged through 
& building inhabited by Turkish families in Solingen, near Cologne, 
on May 29, 1993. 

Four right-wing extremists were sentenced in October 1993 to 
between 146 and 15 years in prison for the murders. 

A Duesseldorf court sentenced Markus Gartmann, 27, to 15 years 
in prison, while his three younger accomplices ~ Christian 
Buchholz, 24, Christian RKReher, 21 and Felix Koehnen, 20 - each 
received 1@ years. 

The Supreme Court said it had looked anain at all aspects of the 
Duesseldorf proceedings and found the procedures used by the lower 
court to be in order, thereby rejecting an appeal by Gartmann, 
Bucholz and Koehnen. | 

Reher had also appealed but later withdrew the motion. 
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*EC-Turkey~Tourists ¢ 
“Two German tourists shot to death in Turkey < 
ANTALYA, Turkey ‘(AFD — The bodies of two Germany tourists wha had 
been shot to death were found Thursday near a popular resort town on 
the Mediterranean, police said. | | 


Villagers discovered the bodies of Christoph Gerald, 36 and Heeke 
Angeja Gutsmann, 34, near Kemer, which is about 4@ kilometers (24 
mMiles> south of Antalya. 

Folice said the two had been shot ta death, but gave no other 
details. Germany’s honorary consul in Antalya was not available for 
Comment. 
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“*kC-Germany~Border Guard Trial 

“German border guards tried for attacking Italian, two Turkish 

youths ¢ | 

DETMOLD, Germany (AFD — Five border guards went on trial Thursda 
on charges of beating up a 16-year-old Italian and two Turkish 
youths. 

The three youths said the uniformed soldiers and four of their 
friends heat them with baseball bats and held a knife to their 
throats in the March 17 attack in the small northern central town. 

The soldiers are charged with causing bodily injury, 
anti~-foreigner violence and armed assembly. 

Twa of the defendants said their actions had been provoked by a 
canfrontation a week earlier with a group of about 15 foreigners who 
surrounded the soldiers, threatening them and calling them 
*“*Mazis.’?” 


The soldiers had been in the army since January and were trainiry 
to join the Germany’s contingent in Bosnia. They have since been 
expelled. 


As a result of the incident, the opposition Social Democratic 
Party has called for psychological testing of new army recruits. 
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“Fire at German refugee shelter kills one <¢ 
“Eds: UFDATES with victim identified as Turk<¢ 

FRIEDRICHSHAFEN, Germany (AFP) —§ A morning fire at a shelter for 
more than 3@@ asylum seekers killed one resident Tuesday and injured 
=3@ others, including nine children. 

Folice did not rule out an anti-foreigner arson attack, but said 
it could take several days to establish the cause of the fire in 
this southern town on Lake Constance. 

Five residents broke bones when they jumped out of windows to 
escape the flames in the two-story building. The other injured were 
hospitalized with smoke inhalation. 

Folice said the dead man was a 26-year-old Kurd from Turkey. 

The fire broke out at about 4:26 a.m. in a former military 
barracks housing some 32@ asylum seekers from 27 countries. 
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*EC-Germany~-Kurdish Attacks ¢ 

“Kurd charged in Germany for 1995-96 attacks en Turkish interests <¢ 

BONN, Germany (AF) — A 3?-year-ald Kurd has been charged with 
helping mastermind 1995 and 1996 attacks on Turkish interests in 
Germany, the Federal Proasecutor’s Office said Monday. 

The suspect — identified only as Murat FE. . is believed ta be a 
European leader of the banned Kurdish Workers Party, or PKK, the 
prasecutor’s office said in a fax sent from its headquarters in 
Karlsruhe. 

The man, who has been in investigative custody since June 1996, — 
has been charged with being a leader of a terrorist gang, arson, ; 
praperty damage and other crimes, the prosecutor’s office said. 

More than S3@ Turkish-owned establishments —§ mostly travel bureau 
._ were attacked by arsonists in late July 1995. In March 1996, 
suspected FKK followers threw firebombs at two German police 
precincts, three German banks, a travel agency and a post office. 

Murat &. is believed to have “*taken part in the planning and 
execution’? of the attacks, the prosecutor’s office said, adding 
that the suspect has been in investigative custody since June 1996. 

The German government banned the FKK in 1993 as a terrorist grou 
because of previous attacks on Turkish interests in Germany. The 
Kurdish group has been fighting against Turkey for an independent — 
hameland since 1984. 
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“*ERC-Germany~-Feaple Smuggler 

“Germany .extraditinyg Europe’s most-wanted peaple smuggler, a Turk¢ 

KADEN-BADEN, Germany (AFD — A Turk described as Europe’s 
maste-wanted peaple smuggler has been arrested in Croatia and was 
being extradited ta Germany for trial, prasecutors said Monday. 

Mubis Fainarbisi, 46, Wetted in carnnection with the smurgling of 
at least 9@,@@@ Kurds inte RE 5 was to be handed over ta the 
‘German border police late Nanday, said Michael Kliase, pe ces for 
the Baden-Baden prosecutor’s office. ; 

Minarbisci, who faces up to five years in prison if convicted, h 
been sought for seven years by prasecutors throughout Germany, but 3 
the Baden-Baden office will take over the whole case, said Klose. 

He said FPinarbisi and a gang he allenedly leads are suspected o 
branging thousands of illegal immigrants across the German border, 
and described him as Europe’s most-wanted people smuggler. 
The growing numbers of would-be migrants smuggled across. Europe’ 
borders have slowed the European Uniean’s plans to drop passport 
checks and other controls on its internal borders. ; 

Klose said that FPinarbisi was arrested last September alany the. 
Croatia~Slovenia border and that a judge in the Croatian capital, 

Zaygreb, had approved his extradition. 

Klose said that as soon as Fuinarbisi arrived in Germany he WoL E 
be brought before a magistrate whoa can order him kept in custody. 

The preliminary proceedings would be accelerated, Klose said, $a 
that trial can begin within six months. 

: Croatiats Interior Ministry spokesman was in meetings Monday and 
unable to cenfirm that FPinarbisi was to be handed aver. 

Rut Mustafa Pulat, a second secretary of the Turkish Embassy in 
Zayreb, said that Croatian authorities had arrested Pinarbisi on an 
Interpol warrant and informed the wae aetet that he would he 
extradited to Germany. 

Pulat, however, said Re: understood that Funarbisi had been 
arrested several weeks ago, as he drove through Creatia in his car 
~from Yugoslavia on his way to Slovenia. : | ee 
“Ciso/sv/lak/pfy) ¢ “= 


Ok D- 84-87-97 ARSGGMT ¢ 


Sc gash eae ! | 
er i BC-Germany-Turkey G@4-85 @394 ti 
fru 268 888 intj ank 
“RC-~-Germany~Turkey 

“German officials slam Turkey for anti-foreigner accusations < 

BONN, Germany (AFP) — Turkish authorities have harmed relations — 
with Germany by claiming that a fire that killed three Turks was set i 
by neo-Nazis, Foreign Minister Kiaus Kinkel said Saturday. 

A 42-year-Gld Turk, Aziz Demir, was arrested Friday as a suspect 
in the arson attack in which his wife and two teenage children died 
Monday in the western city of Krefeld. ; 

German officials said the couple had a history of marital 
trouble. w | | 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s government was angered by allegations t 
Turkish officials that the attack occurred because Germany was too | 
lenient toward neo-Nazis. 

Two million Turks living in Germany ‘“‘can rely on the protectiar 
of the state,’’ Kinkel told the Welt am Sonntag newspaper in an ‘ 
interview for publication Sunday. ‘We do not need the Turkish side 
toa demand that with unacceptable statements.’’ 

““Diplomacy by megaphone leads out of bounds,’” he said. “"Tt 
destroys longtime bonds.’’ | | 

Kinkel acknowledged there was anti-foreigner sentiment in Germa 
but said *“*the vast majority of Germans rejects it.’ . . 

Cem Gezdemir, a federal lawmaker of Turkish descent, said 

“wheever uses arson attacks for vicious polemics without waiting 
on the result of investigations is playing with fire.’ 

““f hope the Turkish government will realize what it has done ar 
learn from it,’? Oezdemir, who represents the opposition Greens 
party, said in a commentary for the Bild am Sonntag newspaper. 

: Justice officials said Demir was seen by witnesses buying 
gasoline in a canister at a time when he told investigators he was 
in a-bar. A Security camera recorded the suspect at a gasoline 
station. . | 

In the fire, Demir’s 41-year-old wife and their 19-year-old 
daughter died after jumping from a third~-floor window in Krefeld to 
escape the flames. The couple's i?-year~-old son was found dead 
inside the apartment, and twin iS-year-old girls were seriously 
injured. 
. Investigators found flammable liquid on both sides of the 
apartment door, suggesting the attacker had entered. the apartment. 

Herbert Schmuelling, a spokesman for Kohl, said Friday that with 
the Krefeld arrest, the German government expects the Turkish 
yavernment to show more “‘restraint’’ in its statements. 
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“German officials slam Turkey for anti-foreigner accusations ¢ 

“Ede: UPDATES with Turkish interior minister’s SES CaRRT Ys victims 

buried in Istanbul, SUBS Grd graf to tighten. < 

BONN, Germany (APD — Turkish authorities have harmed relations: 
with Germany by claiming that a fire that killed three Turks was set 
by neo-Nazis, Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel said Saturday. 

A 42-year-old Turk, Aziz Demir, was arrested Friday as a Suspect 
in the arson attack in which ey wife and two teenage children died 
‘Monday in the western city of Krefeld. German officials said the 
couple had a history of marital trouble. 

| Kinkel angrily rebutted allegations by Turkish officials that 
attack occurred because Germany was tao lenient toward neo~-Nazis. 

Two million Turks living in Germany “‘can rely on the protection 
of the state,’’? Kinkel told the Welt am Sonntag newspaper in an 
interview for publication Sunday. *“*We do not need the Turkish side 
to demand that with unacceptable statements.?’ ; 

“Diplomacy by megaphone leads aut af bounds,” 77 ‘he, saade ~  It 
eke ote longtime bonds.’ 

Kinkel acknowledged there was anti-foreigner sentiment in Germa 
but said “‘the vast majority of Germans rejects it.?’? 7 | 

Cem Gezdemir, a federal lawmaker of Turkish descent, said 
““wheever uses arson attacks for vicious polemics without waiting 
for the result of investigations is playing with fire.’ 

‘“*{ hope the Turkish government will realize what it has dene ar 
learn from it,’ OQezdemir, who represents the opposition Greens | 
party, said in a commentary for the Bild am Sonntag newspaper. Say" 

; Justice officials said Demir was seen by witnesses buying ™ 
gasoline in a canister at a time when he told investigators he was va 
in a bar. A Security camera recorded the suspect at a yasoline 
station. 

In the fire, Demir’s 41-year-old wife and their 19-year-old 
daughter died after jumping from a third-floor window in Krefeld ta 
escape the flames. The couple's 1i?-year-cld son was found dead 
inside the apartment, and twin iS-year~-old girls were seriously 
injured. . 

Investigators found flammable liquid on both sides of the 
apartment doer, suggesting the attacker had entered the apartment. 

Turkish Interior Minister Neral Aksener, whose comments helped 
fuel German anger, said Saturday she had been misinterpreted and had 
meant to attack neither German officials nor the German people. 

“*I was only voicing the reaction of Turkish people against 
anti~foreigner sentiments and attacks in general,’?’ she said in a 
statement. | i 

The three victims were buried Saturday in Istanbul, Turkey. 
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“Turk arrested for blaze in Germany that killed his wife and two | 
children ¢ 4 
KREFELD, baruaisy (AFD  f Turkish man was arrested Friday AS 
suspect in an arson attack that killed his wife and two of his 
children, prosecutors said. 
Dieter MNenden, spokesman far the prosecutors’ office in this wes 
German city, said he could not immediately disclose details about 
why the 42-year-old father is suspected. 
Qn Monday, the suspect’s 41-year-old wife and their 19-Fear-oles 
daughter died after jumping from a third-fleor window in Krefeld ta 
escape the flames. The couple’s 17-year-old son was found dead 
inside the apartment, and twin iS-year*old girls were seriously 
injured. 


\ 


Investigators found flammable liquid on both sides of the 
apartment doar leading to the common hallway, suggesting the 
attacker had gained access to the apartment. 3 

Turkish authorities have suggested the fire was started by Germs 
nea-Nazis, but German investigators have been saying there is no 
proof of that. 

On Thursday, the German Foreign Ministry summoned Turkey’s 
ambassador to express displeasure over suggestions that the German 
government shared responsibility for the Krefeld attach. 

; After the fire, Turkish Prime Minister Necmettin Erbakan said — 
“"“You (the authorities) are responsible for those acts because you 
are not giving the necessary punishment to thase responsible. ?’ 
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*Turk arrested for blaze in Germany that killed his wife and two 
children ¢ | 
‘Eds: RKRECASTS ygrafs S-7? ta ADD Kohl spokesman calling for “restraint? 
from Turkish government ¢ | 

KREFELD, Germany (APD —§ A Turkish man was arrested Friday as a 
Suspect in an arson attack that killed his wife and two of his 
children, prosecutors said. 

Dieter Menden, spokesman for the prosecutors’ office in this wes 
German city, said he could not immediately disclose details about 
why the 42-year-old father is suspected. 

On Monday, the suspect’s 41-year-old wife and their 19-year-old. 
daughter died after jumping from a third-fleoar window in Krefeld ta | 
escape the flames. The couple’s 1l?-year-old son was found dead 
inside the apartment, and twin lS-year-old girls were seriously 
injured. 

Investigators found flammable liquid on both sides of the 
apartment door leading to the common hallway, suggesting the 
attacker had gained access toa the apartment. 

! Harsh words from Turkey over the Krefeld fire have angered 
Germany. Turkish authorities have suggested the blaze was started by 
German neo-Nazis. They alse allege that attacks on foreigners have . 
accurred because German authorities are too lenient with neo~-Nazis. 

Herbert Schmuelling, a spokesman for Chancellor Helmut Kohl, sa 
Friday that with the arrest of a Turk for the Krefeld fire, the y 
srgitvabie yavernment expects the Turkish government to show more 

‘restraint’? with its statements. 

On Thursday, the German Foreign Ministry summoned Turkey’ s 
ambassador to express displeasure over suggestions that the German | 
government shared responsibility for the Krefeld attack. | 
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“Turk arrested for blaze in Germany that killed his wife and two 
children<¢. : 
*Eds: UPDATES throughout with more details, diplomatic exchanges <¢ 

KREFELD, Germany (AFD —=§ A Turkish man was arrested Friday as a 
suspect in an arson attack that killed his wife and two of his 
children, prosecutors said. 

3 Dieter Menden, spokesman for the prosecutors’ office in this wes 
German city, said he could not immediately disclose details about 
vby the 42-year-old father is suspected. 

But justice officials later said the man was seen by witnesses 
buying gasoline in a canister, at a time when he told investigators 
he was in a bar. A Security camera also recorded the suspect at a 
gasoline station. 

Officials ‘said the couple had a history of marital trouble. 

On Manday, the suspect’s 41-year-old wife and their 19-year-old 
daughter died after jumping from a third-fleor window in Krefeld toa 
escape the flames. The couple’s 17-year-old son was found dead 
inside the apartment, and twin iS-year-old girls were sé@riously 
injured. : 
Investigators found flammable liquid on both sides of the 
apartment door leading to the common hallway, suggesting the 
attacker had gained access to the apartment. 

Scuffles brake out at a memorial service for the victims in 
nearby Cologne when Kurds try ta put a Kurdish flag over the one of 
the coffins draped in Turkish flags. 

Kurds also disrupted Turkish ambassador Volkan Vural’s sttenct : 
address the mourners. The victims were members of Turkey’s Alawites, 

& liberal Muslim sect. 

Harsh words from Turkey over the Krefeld fire have angered 
Germany. Turkish authorities have suggested the blaze was started by 
German neo-Nazis. They also allege that attacks on foreigners have 
ecenrred because German authorities are too lenient with neo-Nazis. 

Herbert Schmuelling, a spokesman for Chancellor Helmut Kohl, Sad 
Friday that with the arrest of a Turk for the Krefeld fire, the 
German government expects the Turkish government to show more 

“pestraint’’ with its statements. 

On Thursday, the German Foreign Ministry summoned Turkey’s 
ambassadar to express displeasure over suggestions that the German 
government shared responsibility for the Krefeld attack. : 

‘Turkish deputy foreign minister Onur Oymen tried to reduce 
tensions between the two countries. 

““We have not accused the German government of being responsible 
for this attack or any other,’’ Oymen told reporters in Istanbul, 

““We are not accusing any government. All we are saying is that 
we're concerned with the continuation of Neo-Nazi attacks against 
foreigners in Germany. We're asking that Turks there are better 
protected.’’ 

He also emphasized that the Krefeld fire alone was not the rease 
for Turkish officials’ worry, but that arson attacks in the past 
played a strong in the current anger. 
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*A Turkish woman and two teen-age children killed in arson attack <¢ 
‘Eds: ADDS four grafs at bottom with other attacks< 

KREFELD, Germany (AFD —§ Folice were investigating whether 
anti-foreigner sentiment fueled an arson attack that left a Turkish 
women and two of her teen-age children dead Nonday. 

The 41-year-old woman and her 19-year-old daughter died when the 
jumped from a third-floor window to escape the blaze early Monday. 

The woman’s 1i7-year~-oclid son was found dead inside the apartment, and 
twin 1iS-year-old girls were seriously injured when they leapt 15 
meters Cyards) to safety. 

Folice were investigating the deaths as murders, and were looki 
for evidence as to whether it was an anti-~foreigner attack. 

Investigators found accelerants on both sides of the apartment 
door leading toa the common hallway, suggesting the attacker had 
gained access to the apartment. 

Patrolling officers spotted the blaze shortly after 2 a.m. 
Monday, and tried to prevent the family members from jumping. The 
voman had thrown down a mattress to break their fall, and she and 
her daughters jumped despite the warnings. 

The victims had lived in Germany for at least 15 years, police 
gaid. The father was not at home when the fire broke out in the a 
20 kilometers (12 miles) northwest of Duesseldorf. 

Anti~foreigner attacks have lessened, though not completely 
stopped, since twa Turkish women and three children were killed when 
their home in Selingen, 4@ kilometers (24 miles) southeast of 
Krefeld, was firebombed in May 1993. 

Folice in the southern state of Bavaria also were investigating 
the firebombing overnight Monday of a house inhabited by foreigners 
in the town of Memmingen as a possible racist attack. No one was 
injured, and damage was minimal. 

Folice were also investigating three apparent right-wing attacks 
in eastern Germany. A Croat asylum seeker told police in eastern 
Krandenburg state that he was attacked by men using Mazi and 
anti~-foreigner slogans Friday night. 

Skinheads also attacked youth centers in Chemnitz and Erfurt Or 
Sunday. 

In Chemnitz, six people were injured when a clash broke out 
between 6@ right-wing extremists and youths in the center. Eighteen 
peaple were arrested. 

Folice in Erfurt arrested eight skinheads who threw rocks and 
bottles at a youth center after hours. No one was injured. 
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“Germany unhappy with Turkish suggestion that Germany guilty for 
arson fire< 

RONM, Germany (AP). The Foreign Ministry summoned Turkey’? s 
ambassador on Thursday to express displeasure over suggestions that 
the German government shared responsibility for an arson attack that 
killed three Turkish citizens. 

The Foreign Ministry said in a statement it was éthapecinsed the 
Turkish officials would take a position that could damage bilateral 
relations, especially following Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel’s 
successful visit to Turkey in March. 

“It is not acceptable that Turkish officials make pre-judgments 
unsubstantiated accusations of guilt and allegations as well as 
attacks against the federal government, Germany and by implication 
the chancellor,’’ the Foreign Ministry said in a statement. ! 

The ministry said whoever set the fire that killed a 4i~-year-old 
woman and two of her teen-age children Monday in the western German 
city of Krefeld would be fully prosecuted. 

No suspects have been identified, and investigators have yet to. 
find evidence suggesting it was motivated by politics or 
anti~foreigner sentiments. 

Following the attack, Turkish Prime Ninister Necmettin Erbakan 
called on the West to halt violence against Turks living abroad, and 
said that punishments for such crimes haven’t been strong enough ta 
deter Tees S¥ attacks. 

“You (the juthusities) are responsible for those acts because 
you are not giving the necessary PUN Sh mass to those responsible,’’ 
he said. 

Other Turkish officials have said that statements by German 
officials that Turkey could never be a member of the European Union 
encouraged hate crimes. 

Turkish Ambassador Volkan Vural told the Turkish news agency 
Anatelia that official statements on the arson attack were not aimed 
directly at Germany. ; 

During the meeting at the Foreign Ministry, Vural said he asked 
German officials to implement measures to protect Turkish citizens 
living in Germany and for a rapid conclusion to the arsoan 
investigation. : 
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“A Turkish woman and two teen-age children killed in arson attack <¢ 
‘Eds: ADDS new last graf with firebomb attack in Bavaria <¢ 

. KREFELD, Germany (AP) — A Turkish woman and a teen-age daughter 

died when they leapt from the window of their third-floor apartment 
early Monday to escape an arson fire that killed the woman’s _ 
teen-age Son. | | 

‘Two other children, iS-year-old twin girls, were seriously 
injured jumping to safety, police said. 

‘Police were investigating the deaths as murders, and were looki 
for evidence as to whether the attack was fueled by anti~foreigner 
sentiments. Investigators found accelerants near the dear ta the 
family’s apartment and in the hallway. 

The names of the victims have not been released. Folice said the 
had been living in Germany for at’ least 15 years. | 

Fatrolling officers in Krefeld, about 2@ kilometers (12 miles) 
northwest of Duesseldorf, spatted the blaze shartly after 2 a.m. 

Monday, and tried to prevent the family members from jumping. The 
woman leapt despite the warnings, missing a mattress she had thrown 
down toa break her fall. A 19-year-old daughter also died of injuries 
sustained jumping. 

A l?-year~old son was found dead in the apartment, apparently 
having suffocated, police said. The woman’s 42-year-old husband, who 
was at a restaurant when the fire broke out, became distraught when 
he returned home and was arrested briefly for drunkenness. 

The fire was contained to the family’s apartment, and other 
residents were evacuated without injury. 

Anti~foreigner attacks have lessened, though not completely 
stopped, since two Turkish women and three children were killed when 
their home in Solingen, some 4@ kilometers (24 miles) southeast of 
Krefeld, was firebombed in May 1993. 

Folice in the southern state of Bavaria also were investigating 
the firebombing overnight Monday of a house inhabited by foreigners 
aG a possible racist attack. No one was injured, and damage was 
minimal. 
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“German liberals to propose reform of citizenship policy <¢ 
“Eda: SURS Last graf pye and ADDS 1 graf with bearer’: from Greens party 
Lawmaker ¢ 

KONM, Germany (AFD — The junior partner in Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl’s coalition government will introduce legislation next month 
that would grant German citizenship to anyone porn in Germany, not 
just ethnic Germans. 

; Guide Westerwelle, leader of ‘tne liberal Free Democratic Party, 
said on Southwest German radio Wednesday that arguments that Germany 
is not an immigration country are false. | | 
“We've been that in fact for a long time,’’ he said. 

Rut the ultra~-conservative Christian Social Union, another of t 
three parties in Kohl’s government, rejected any changes to the 
current system, which makes it very difficult for non-ethnic Germans 
to net German citizenship or dual citizenship, even if they are born 
here. : 

The Free Democrats will propose a reform of the citizenship 
process as well as immigration quotas, Westerwelle said. 

‘*It's much more reasonable to allow second-generation children 
whe are barn here and who we know will always live here to grow up . 
as Germans,’’ he said. 

He suggested a compromise that would grant children born tea 
foreigners immediate double-citizenship. ‘*‘Then when someone is 18, 
he has until he is @1 to decide between the two citizenships,’’ 
‘Westerwelle said. 

Members of the 2 million-strong Turkish community, the largest 
foreinn group in Germany, have been demanding citizenship rights for 
children born in the country. They are often children or 
grandchildren of Turks who came to Germany to work and have lived in 
the country for decades. 

Greens party lawmaker Cem byviwese: the only German 
parliamentarian of Turkish descent, said those whoa live in Germany a 
Long time should have a legal right to German citizenship. 
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“German soldiers in combat helmets attack three foreigners < 
“Ede: AMs. ADDS reaction from Turkish Embassy. Recasts throughout ¢ 
“By TERRENCE FPETTY= 
“Associated Fress Writer= 
RONN, Germany (APD — A gang of German soldiers, some wearing 
combat helmets and armed with knives and baseball bats, beat up two 
Turks and an Italian during a downtown rampage in a central German 
city, police said Tuesday. 
The attack by 1@ soldiers occurred Monday night in Detmold, a 
city southwest of Hanover. 
Six soldiers were arrested and the others were being sought. 
Injuries to the three foreigners were minor, said police spokesman 
Dieter Held... | 
The attack angered the leadership of Germany’s armed forces, 
called the Bundeswehr, which seemed worried that a good 
international reputation could be harmed. 
Germany’s allies have praised the Bundeswehr for its growing 
involvement in peacekeeping missions, such as its current deployment 
in Bosnia, the Bundeswehr'’s first true military mission abroad since 
World War It. 
Defense Minister Volker Ruehe denounced the soldiers who ranpage 
in Detmold, telling reporters that right-wing extremists ‘‘have no 
place in the Bundeswehr.'’? Ruehe also apologized to the three 
foreigners who were beaten. | 
Ruehe said all legal and disciplinary measures will quickly be 
used against the culprits, a statement welcomed by the Turkish 
Embassy in Konn. 
“"We learned with regret that a group of German soldiers ... be 
two Turkish citizens. But we are pleased that... no time will be 
lest in pursuing the matter,’ the embassy said. 
The 1@ German soldiers involved in the Detmold attack have been 
in the Bundeswehr for less than two months and had volunteered for 
the mission in Bosnia, Ruehe said. 
Ruehe said he has ordered an inquiry into whether the soldiers 
superiors’ had noticed any signs of right-wing extremism among them 
before they were chosen for deployment to Kosnia. 
Ruehe seemed disconcerted that apparently xenophobic soldiers 
were nearly sent to Kosnia, where their views could have caused 
trouble for the populace. 
The soldiers, some in uniform and wearing combat helmets, roamec 
through downtown Detmold after getting drunk and came upon an 
Italian, said police spokesman Held. 
They beat the Italian man and held a knife to his throat, Held 
said. They left the man and continued through downtown, asking 
passers-by where they COMER find more foreigners and shouting racist 
“insults, Held said. | 
The soldiers came upon two Turks, whom they kicked and hit with 
baseball bats, Held said. 
German man who was with the Italian alerted police, Held said. 
The soldiers are based at a military base named after Erwin 
Rommel, the famed German general of World War II, Held said. 
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“German soldiers in ski masks attack three foreigners <¢ 
‘Ede: CORRECTS in overline, grafs 1 and 12 to show soldiers were 
vearing ski masks, not combat helmets <¢ 
“Ky TERRENCE FPETTY= 
“Associated Press Writer= 
RONN, Germany {APD — A gang of German soldiers, same wearing Ski 
masks and armed with knives and baseball bats, beat up two Turks and 
an Italian during a downtown rampage in a central German city, 
police said Tuesday. 
The attack by 10 soldiers occurred Manday night in Detmold, a 
city southwest of Hanover. 
Six soldiers were arrested and the others were being sought. 
Injuries to the three foreigners were minor, said police spokesman 
Dieter Held. 
The attack angered the leadership of Germany’s armed forces,. 
called the Bundeswehr, which seemed worried that its good 
international reputation could be harmed. 
Germany’s allies have praised the Bundeswehr for its growing 
involvement in peacekeeping missions, such as its current deployment 
in Bosnia, the Bundeswehr’s first true military mission abroad since 
World War If. 
Defense Minister Volker Ruehe denounced the soldiers who rampage 
in Detmold, telling reporters that right-wing extremists ‘“‘have no 
place in the Bundeswehr.'’* Ruehe alsa apologized to the three 
foreigners who were beaten. 
Ruehe said all legal and disciplinary measures will quickly be 
used against the culprits, a statement welcomed by the Turkish 
Embassy in Konn. 
‘*‘We learned with regret that a group of German soldiers ... beé 
two Turkish citizens. But we are pleased that... no time will be 
lost in pursuing the matter,’*’ the embassy said. 
The 16 German soldiers involved in the Detmold attack have heen 
in the Kundeswehr for less than two months and had volunteered for 
the mission in Bosnia, Ruehe said. 
Ruehe said he has ordered an inquiry into whether the soldiers 
superiors’ had noticed any signs of right-wing extremism among them 
before they were chosen for deployment to HKosnia. / 
Ruehe seemed disconcerted that apparently xenophobic soldiers 
were nearly sent to Kosnia, where their views could have caused 
trouble for the populace. 
The seldiers, some in uniform and wearing ski masks, roamed 
through downtown Detmold after getting drunk and came upon an 
Italian, said police spokesman Held. 
They beat the Italian man and held a knife to his throat, Held 
said. They left the man and continued through downtown, asking 
passers-by where they could find more foreigners and shouting racist 
insults, Held said. 
The seldiers came upon two Turks, whom they kicked and hit with 
baseball bats, Held said. 
A German man who was with the Italian alerted police, Held said. 
The soldiers are based at a military base named after Erwin 
Rommel, the famed German general of World War II, Held said. 
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“ERC~Germany~Turkey 
“Turkish President Seeks Improvements for Turks Living in Germany ¢ 

RONN, Germany (AFD — Turkish President Suleyman Demirel pressure 
Germany Wednesday to make stronger efforts to integrate 2 million 
Turks who make up this country’s Largest minority. 

“"“It is important that 2 million Turks not be treated like 
second-class citizens. They must have the same ringhts,’’ Demirel, 
who is on a four-day state visit to Germany, told reporters. 

Turks in Germany are sometimes denied apartments because they a 
not German, often must take menial jobs Germans don’t want and 
generally have difficulties getting ahead because of prejudices 
against them. — 

There were hundreds of radical-right attacks against Turks and 
other foreigners in the first few years after Germany’s 1996 
unification. 

The violence has subsided considerably, but Demirel said German 
law authorities should do more to ensure the safety of Turks. 

Demirel also suggested that Turks living in Germany he given the 
right to dual citizenship. So far, the German government has 
resisted this because of conflicts of allegiance that could arise. 

Demirel said he raised his concerns with Chancellor Helmut Kohl 

During his visit, Demirel has been criticized by activists for 
alleged human rights violations in his country, especially his 
ygavernment’s handling of Kurds. 

Demirel insisted that his government does not follow policies oa 
““human rights violations and torture.’’ 

Demirel also criticized the European FParliament’s decision last 
month to freeze a dirs 7@-million aid program to Turkey. 

“Turkey has met many of the obligations’’ contained in a treat 


between Turkey and the European Union, Demirel said. “Now it’s time 
for Europe to meet its obligations.’’ 
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*ERC-Germany~Turkey 
“Turkish Premier Seeks German Support For EU Membership < 

RONN, Germany (AFD — Turkish premier Mesut Yilmaz asked German 
leaders Friday to help his country’s quest to become a member of the 
European Union. 

Signaling the imporSance: of ties with Germany, Yilmaz met 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl on his first official foreign visit since 
taking office in March. Yilmaz said he sought Kohl’*s backing for 
‘““the perspective of full membership’? in the EU. 

In talks about the Turkish army’s war with Kurdish separatists, 
Kohl said Germany does not question Turkey’s right to fight | 
terrorism **‘within the rule of law’? but also stressed the need for 
observing minority rights, government spokesman Peter Hausmann said. 

“We discussed all mic Sk ah Yilmaz told a news | 

conference. | 

Yilmaz promised measures #8 create jobs in southeastern Turkey, 
where the Kurds are centered, but added: **Qur security forces will | 
continue the fight against the PKK terror until the end.’’ | 

PKK is the acronym for the Kurdish Workers’ Party, which has bed 
fighting for a separate Kurdish homeland in Turkey since 1984, | 

Apart from Western - ‘European concerns about human rights, | 
arch-enemy Greece has proved an obstacle to closer Turkish ties with 
the EU. 

Turkey and the EU have oipabe an accord for both sides to scrap | 
customs barriers. 

But since Greece and Turkey nearly went to war over territorial 
rights in the Aegean in January, Athens has’ blocked dirs 486 million 
in EU aid to ease the customs union’s shock to the troubled Turkish 
eCOnoaMmy « 


GEC6473----- 3 | | 
| 


| 
| 
Yilmaz said he and Kohl saps the Greek Sthne Was 
“unacceptable, ’?? 
‘“The customs union is not a goal in itself,’ Yilmaz said. **T4 
is intended as an instrument to full EU membership.’’ | 
On other topics: 
Yilmaz said the Greek and Turkish foreign ministers would held 
talks June 3 in Berlin on the fringes of a NATO meeting. Yilmaz in 
March proposed talks with Athens on settling long-standing disputes, 
uP Greece has not accepted the offer. 
_Kohl promised the government would do everything to protect 2 
million Turks living in Germany against violence. Kurdish activists 
and German neo-Nazis in recent years have attacked Turkish residents 
as well as diplomatic missions and travel Bhan al 
“<{te-eb?< 
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“BC-Germany-Unwanted Refugees, 4th Ld-Writethru, 684< 

“Avoiding Political Storm, High Court Backs Tough Asylum Law< 

“By TONY CZUCZKA= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

“With AP Photos STU103-104, FRA104< 

Eds: AMs; New throughout with reaction from Kohl and others, ADDS case of 

Iraqi woman. CHANGES byline. 

BONN, Germany (AP) + Germany’s highest court Tuesday upheld a 1993 
asylum law that dramatically curbed immigration and eased politicians’ 
fears of a resurgence of right-wing violence against foreigners. 

The Federal Constitutional Court rejected a series of challenges to the 
law that had scrapped Germany’s open-door policy for millions of 
displaced people and gave authorities wide powers to turn back asylum 
seekers to neighboring countries. J 

The eight- judge panel ordered additional safeguards to ensure deported 
refugees don’t wind up back in a country where they risk persecution. But 

tivists involved in the asylum issue called the changes cosmetic and 

id the court had failed to uphold refugees” human rights. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl said the ruling was ~-very helpful for the 
future.~ 

Interior Minister Manfred Kanther woske of ~“an extremely important 
contribution to internal peace in Germany. “~ 

The court, meeting at its seat in Karlsruhe, dismissed appeals by five 
refugees who charged the asylum law was unconstitutional. 

*“The isolationist ideology of the new asylum law ... basically was 
confirmed,°*° said Pro-Asyl, a refugee rights group. ~~Pressure from 
conservative circles apparently overwhelmed the judges. ~~ 

The asylum law was tightened in May 1993 by politicians desperate to 
‘urb xenophobia that was fueling neo-Nazi violence in Germany. 

Only 127,937 foreigners applied for asylum last year, compared with 
438,191 in 1992, a drop of 70 percent. 

»Extreme-right attacks also dropped, from 2,639 in 1992 to 1,489 in 
1994, and figures for last year are expected to show another decrease. 
About 9 percent of asylum seekers are admitted into Germany. 

Bavarian Premier Edmund Stoiber, who supports the law, warned before 
the verdict that soaring unemployment had created ~“even more fertile 
ground for right-wing radicals°”© than in the early 1990s. 

The state’s interior minister, Guenther Beckstein, demanded that, in 
light of the high court ruling, churches now stop sheltering refugees 
against deportation. 
~ The court upheld the law’s most: controversial part, the ~*safe third 
nation’ © rule for refugees who enter Germany not from their homelands, 
but via a European Union country or any other that Germany deems safe. 

In practice, it means all refugees who enter Germany by land are 
automatically sent back to the transit nations. 

Pro-Asyl says the practice has produced ~“chain deportations” ” in which 
_ aBylum-seekers are expelled from one nation after another, sometimes 
ending up in the homelands they fled. 

The group urged the government Tuesday -to suspend the third-country 

rule. 

The court banned deportations of refugees to countries that might send 
them back home without examining their case. But it granted the German 
government leeway in deciding each case. 

. Also upheld was a provision under which refugees whose homelands are 
deemed free of persecution and who.enter Germany by land can be sent home 
immediately. 

The court relaxed the “airport rule,’° which lets refugees arriving by — 
plane apply for asylum while waiting at detention centers + if they : 
didn’t arrive from a safe country. 

Refugees should be given seven days instead of three to apply for 
—— and authorities should give them access to legal advice, the court 
said. 

The five plaintiffs included Maryam Essa, an Iraqi woman who sought 
asylum in Germany in 1993 after telling authorities that members of 
Saddam Hussein’s Baath party had killed her Christian parents for their 
beliefs and threatened her, too. 

. Germany wanted to deport her to Greece, the ~“*safe country” ~ from 
which she arrived. 

Essa, 39, appealed to the constitutional court to block the order, 
saying Greece might expel her to Turkey, which might send her back to Iraq. 

Karl Kopp, a spokesman for Pro-Asyl, which helped bring Essa’s case, | 
said it was unclear what further legal steps were possible after Tuesday's 
verdict. (tc-lak) 
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“BC-Germany-—Unwanted Refugees, 6th Ld,355< 
“Avoiding Political Storm, High Court Backs Tough Asylum Law< 
“By TONY CZUCZKA= | 
“Associated Press Writer= 
With AP Photos STU103-104, FRA104< 
fds: ADDS background and figures on refugees in Germany. 
BONN, Germany (AP) + Germany’s highest court Tuesday upheld a 1993 
asylum law that dramatically curbed immigration and eased politicians” 
fears of. a resurgence of right-wing violence against foreigners. 
The Federal Constitutional Court rejected a series of challenges to the 
law that had scrapped Germany’s open-door policy for millions of 
displaced people and gave authorities wide powers to turn back asylum 
seekers to neighboring countries. 
The eight-judge panel ordered additional safeguards to ensure deported 
refugees don’t wind up back in a country where they risk persecution. But 
ctivists involved in the asylum issue called the changes cosmetic and 
said the court had failed to uphold refugees” human rights. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl said the ruling was ~ very helpful for the 
future. 

Interior Minister Manfred Kanther spoke of “an extremely important 
contribution to internal peace in Germany.” 

The court, meeting at its seat in Karlsruhe, dismissed appeals by five 
refugees who charged the asylum law was unconstitutional. 

“*“The isolationist ideology of the new asylum law ... basically was 
-confirmed, °° said Pro-Asyl, a refugee rights group. 

A spokeswoman for the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees, Judith 
Kumin, called the verdict ~°“disappointing.°° Asylum seekers sent back to 
countries Germany considers safe often have trouble getting a fair 
hearing there, she said. 

Germany became a beacon for hundreds of thousands of refugees from 
soviet bloc countries after the 1989 fall of the Berlin Wall, adding to a 
stream of foreigners seeking sanctuary from war and peraseution in Third 
World countries. 

Of the 6 million foreigners in Germany, about one-third are believed 
be refugees. They include Kurds from Iraq, Turkey and Iran and other 
ople from Algeria, Iraq, Iran, Sri Lanka, Russia and eastern Europe. _ 
About 350,000 Bosnians are allowed to stay under a special rule until their 
country is safe enough for their return. 

The asylum, 9th graf pvs. 
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“BC-Germany-Kurds< 
“Germany Braces for More Violence on Kurdish Feast< 

BONN, Germany (AP) + Germany braced for more violence 
as Kurds prepared to celebrate their New Year, and put 
crack police forces on a heightened state of alert 
Wednesday. ; 

Authorities, nervous after last weekend’s clashes with 
Kurdish demonstrators, banned Kurdish rallies through the 
country Wednesday and Thursday. | 

Police detained 77 suspected Kurdish militants in and 
near Stuttgart in an attempt to prevent them from — 
organizing rallies despite the ban. 

Nearly 1,4@@ Kurds were detained and 49090 people, 
including some police officers, were injured last weekend 
in Dortmund and at several border crossings where Kurds 
tried to cross into Germany from the Netherlands and 
Hhelgqium. 

Kurds celebrate New Year Thursday and German 
authorities fear the feast will be used by the outlawed 
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) an occasion to bring its 
Supporters to the streets. 

Cologne, Duesseldorf, Stuttgart, Mannheim, Frankfurt 
and many other cities banned demonstrations planned by 
Kurds for either Wednesday or Thursday. 

Some cities, however, allowed rallies to go ahead as 
planned. 

Law enforcement reinforcements were rushed to many 
areas and helicopter-born police stood by in case of any 
emergencies. 

Police erected road blocks on many highways, trying to 
prevent large numbers of Kurds from gathering at one 
. place. 

interior Minister Manfred Kanther put the elite border 
troops on heightened alert. 

Following last weekend’s riots, the government is 
planning law amendments that will make deportation of some 
convicted foreign troublemakers mandatory. 

“(ns-lak)< 
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“BC-Germany-Kurds, end Ld-Writethru 

“Debate Sparked by Violent Kurdish Demonstrations ¢ 

“Eds: AMs; UPDATES throughout with broad agreement to expel viclent 

Kurds, other comments ¢ 

“By NESHA STARCEVIC= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

BONN, Germany (AP) — The government and opposition parties were 
in broad agreement Monday to crack down on violent Kurds and to 
punish and deport their leaders after bloody clashes with policemen 
in several German cities. ) 

With.an eye on important state elections this weekend, 
politicians from a broad spectrum said Germany's patience with 
militant Kurds had been exhausted. | | 

‘Enough is enough,’®” said Wolfgang Schaeuble, floor leader of 
Chancellor Helmut Koh lh’ s Christian Democrats in the federal 
parliament. 

Violent Kurds had ‘‘used up their right to hospitality,’’ and 
have to be punished and deported, said a statement from the 
executive board of the opposition Social Democrats. 

_ Some warned against overzealous measures and using 
Kurdish-inspired disturbances to score cheap political points. 

But all parties sharply condemned the latest violence Saturday, 
when clashes between Kurdish demonstrators and police left i, 5Sa@ 
Kurds arrested and about 4@@ people injured. 

German President Roman Herzog paid a hospital visit to two 
injured police officers said instigators of the riots “‘had to leave 
Germany.’’ 

“Foreigners who spread violence and terror in Germany have use 
ie their right to be guests,’’ Herzog said. 

Parliament is not in session, so the public comments by the 
politicians could not immediately be followed up-with legislation. 

Some said Germany has the laws it needs to expel troublemakers but, 
if they face a death sentence or torture in their home country, it 
may not be possible to deport them. 

In Ankara, Turkish Foreign Ministry Subwekiban Omer Akbel said 
Turkey had always urged Germany to be more agile in cracking down on- 
Kurdish militants, who have been accused by police of arson attacks 
against Turkish businesses and social centers in Germany for the 
past two years. . 

The Saturday riots erupted after authorities banned a 
demonstration by Kurds in Dortmund and turned back hundreds of Kurds 
from the Dutch and Belgian borders. 

Television pictures of male and female German police officers 
with bloodied faces being kicked and punched by enraged Kurds 
shocked the country over the weekend. . 

One of the strongest reactions came from Foreign Minister Kled Ss. 
aks blast) who said the extremist violence was tantamount to a . 

“declaration of war on our rule of law.'’ 
Kinkel said the instigators of the violence must be deported 
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“RC-Germany~-Mother’s Courage | 
“Turkish Woman Who Lost Loved Ones in Racist Attack Gets German 
Medal < | ts 
“AP Fhote BONLOG ¢ 
“By TERRENCE PETTY= 
“Associated Fress Writer= . 

BOMM, Germany ‘AFD ~— A Turkish matriarch who lost two daughters, 
two granddaughters and a niece in Germany’s deadliest racist attack 
since the Nazi era was awarded a medal of honor by the government on 
Tuesday. 


| 


After the golden Order of Merit was pinned onto her jacket at oa 
government ceremony, Mevilude Genc said memories of the night of May 
29, 1993, when her Solingen home was firebombed, have not left her 
in peace. eye. 

‘*To this day I still hear the cries of my children,’” said the 
w3~year-old Turk, speaking passionately to representatives of the 
German government. wes 

Mrs. Gene anid. her husband, Dursan, came to Germany more than two 
qd des aga in search of better lives. Instead, five lives were 
taken from them. 
| * Killed in ae firebombing were the Gencs? daughters Gursun, 27, 
and Hatice, 18; yranddaughters Seime, 4, and Hulya, 9, and — 
12-year-old Gulestan, a niece visiting from Turkey. 

Mrs. Gene has hecome something of a saint in many peaple’s eyes. 
AS spokeswoman. for the Gene family, she hasn’t hidden Oey grief in 
conversations with reporters. 

But she also has actively sought to mend mistrust between Turks 
and Germans that resulted from the firebombing. 

‘Only with. mutual understanding, love roe acceptance can we 
prevent a repeat’”’ of attacks like the one that killed her 
relatives, Mrs, Gene said after receiving the award. 

| Cornelia Schmalz~Jacobsen, the government’s liaison on foreigner 
m ers, told her: ~The magnanimity you have shown despite your 
‘oe... your calls for peace and forgiveness, and your activism 
against alt forms of retaliation are exemplary.?’ 

Four German youths were sentenced to long prison terms last 
Qetober for the arson attack. | 

Rather than renounce Germany, the Genes have stayed and are. 
trying to rebuild their lives. Mrs. Gene and her husband were 
recently given German citizenship. 

Mrs, Gene has avoided criticizing the German government, even 
thaugh pro-foreigner activists allege that the government’s 1993 
push for limits on asylum-seekers helped fuel xenophobia. 

At least 3@ people have died in far-right violence since 
Germany’s 19980 unification. The violence has lessened since the 
Solingen firebombing but it hasn’t stopped. 

At least eight attempts by suspected right-wing radicals to 
murder foreigners were. reported: to police last year, a parliamentary 
report said Tuesday. 

A German youth insulted a Turk last July in Kerlin, poured a 
flammable liquid over him and RE eRS Les to set him on fire, the 
i rt said. 

| Last October in Leipzig, said the report, Germans in a passing 
car fired at asylum-seekers who were leaving a bar. 

Mo further details were given on the cases. 

“(tp-pftyq) < 
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street, said the chéliven Gass in alsoxst every day in®the summer to — 
buy ice cream. "They were sa sweet,” she said. There was less eae i 
contact between the adults, "but they were all nice when you met + 
“them on the street." | 

} 3 Hundreds of Luebeckers turned cut for an evening vigil 6% the 
scene called by Mayor Michael Bouteiller. 

Speaking in nearby Kiel, German Fresident Roman Herzog offsred 
sympathy to the victims and hed Families. He also questianec . 
whether encugh was being done to ensure public safety. f 

"We have to pay attention today to the basic rights of 
criminais,” he said, "but we also Nave to protect the human 
eeahts of the victims." , | 

The three suspects were between 17 and 36 years old, said SE aE 
\Roeckenhauer, the prosecutor. All had police records, though net a 

For right-wing crimes, he said. : | 

A police officer saw the three young men getting into a car 
only 1@@ yards (meters) from the burning house. He stopped them and» 

took their addresses because ane had a shaved head, paratroaner mn 
boots and a bomber jacket -— typical skinhead uniform. 7 Ce ie 

They were arrested a few hours later in Grevesmuehlen, abext QS, SS 
kilometers (15 miles) east. ss ee 

In Burgwedel, about 182 kilometers (138 miles) southwest of 2 OR 

“Luebeck, someone tried to set ablaze a shelter for refugees from eh. > ea) 
former Yugoslavia eariy Thursday. The fire was:quickly extinguished | 
\by residents. No one was injured and no suspects were arrested. — ee 

Luebeck has seen right-wing vislence in the past. Young | 
“neo-Nazis firebombed the city’s synagogue an the 1994 Jewish 
Holiday of Passover. Arsonists set fire to the synagogue’s 
storercam last May, although patece later blamed that attack on & + 
pyromaniac. | 

| WMttacks against foreigners aad Jewish targets in Germany scared 
after unification in 1994, raising Fears of a neo-Nazi threat in 
Germany. 

The number of attacks has dropped since a peak in 1993,. 
however. German authorities have arrested hundreds of neo-Nazis, 

Banned several oreups and infiltrated the scene. Germany also 
changed its asylum law, resulting in a sharp drop in the number of 
foreigners admitted to the country. 

: In Germany’s worst previous attack, a 1993 firebombing in 
Solingen in western Germany killed five Turkish women and children. 
Four right-wing extremists were convicted in the attack. 

_ About 7 million foreigners live in Germany, making up more then 

-8 percent of the populatisn. 
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Be-Gareary Turkish Attacks | | 
Attacks on Turkish Businesses Continue Despite End to FB. 
Prison Riots 7 = . : : ee: 
“)-BERLIN tAP) - Turkish leftists. firebombed a Turkish travel pa 
eotficr, bank and a green grocer in a Fifth etraight night af 
ttacks that police linked to last week's prison ricts in Turkey. 
re es A special Berlin police divisien responsible far political — 
“Grimes and state security is investigating the attacks, which heve 
injured no one But Caused extensive property damage in Cat sas | 
across Germany... | 
L-c2)tn Berlin late Tuesday, a travel office was destroyed by fire 
_ The bank suffered only a broken window - the Molotov cocktail | 
‘thrown through it failed to ignite. 3 
eet Near the travel office police found a note opi hice aie the 
Turkish Hovernment's suppression of last week’s prison ricts, in. 
“which soldiers killed three prisoners. | 
") . Qautside the bank, in the Kreuzberg district, a dummy bomb wag © 9) -— 
“VTeft lying next to a Seat signed by "Devrimci Sal,” an 
centreme- deft Turkish organization. 
Also Tuesday night in Bad Schwalbach, just ieee of Frankfurt Ric 
© unknown attackers set a Turkish-owned produce shap on fire, causing = 
-b, QA marks {dirs 8,608) damage, police said. 
:  Tarkish leftists have been tliamed for similar attacks in meet Oe 
werlin, Bremen, Hamburg, Mannheim and other cities since last ‘ 
DE aacy, when the three inmates were killed in Turkey. "oar 
Following the riots, “leftist anmates in three Turkish prisons 
took more than two dozen guards hostage. The last hostage was 
released Tuesday after the government gave in to most of their 
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“BC-Germany-Turkish Attacks 
“Turkish Offices Firebombed in Hamburg ¢ 
“With BC-Turkey-FPrison Riots <¢ : 
HAMBURG, Germany (AP) _ Turkish leftists firebombed two offices 
8 in what police called the latest in a series of attacks 
A ss Germany linked to last week’s prison riots in Turkey. 

No one was hurt in any of the firebombings, which began Thursday 
night hours after three inmates were killed by soldiers putting 
down a riot in an Istanbul prison. Some & million Turks live ce 
Germany, making them the country’s largest minority. 

Thirteen Turkish leftists who occupied the office of a Turkish 
consular official in Mainz for 1@ hours Friday were arrested. and 
Will likely face charges of hostage-taking and breaking and 
entering. The official was treated for shock. 

Police said the 13 were members of the leftist Revolutionary 
People’s Salvation Party-Front. 

Late Saturday in Hamburg, assailants tossed Molotov cocktails at 
a Turkish travel bureau and the offices of a Turkish association for 
north Germany. In both cases, the fires were quickly doused. 

Rarece said a pamphlet was left behind at ane of the offices 
protesting ‘“‘the Turkish state’s massacre in the prisons,’’ and 
threatening further attacks. 

Since late Thursday, Turkish shops and interests in Berlin, 
logne, Bremen and other cities have been firebombed. Police 
timated property damage in the thousands of marks (dollars). 

: In Turkey, inmates were holding £9 guards and wardens hostage at 
two prisons to demand an investigation into the killings. Mediators 

were meeting with the inmates, all of whom are either accused or 

convicted of belonging to banned leftist organizations. 

“(pgo-gb) ¢ : 
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“BC-Germany-Turkish Attacks 
“More Attacks Against Turkish Interests By Leftist Groups ¢ 
“With BC-Turkey~-Prison Riots ¢ 

FRANKFURT, Germany (‘APD —§ Leftist radicals held a Turkish 
onsular official hostage for 14 hours and firebombed a travel 
office in protests sparked by prison uprisings in Turkey, police 
said Saturday. . 

Ten Turkish men and three women took over the office of Turkish 
Consul’s labor attache in Mainz, about 4% kilometers (25 miles) west 
of Frankfurt, on Friday. 

Police said the group, members of the leftist Revolutionary 
People’s Salvation Party-Front (DHKF-C), locked themselves and the. 
attache in his offices and hung up banners supporting leftist groups 
who began prison-riots in [stanbul, L[zmir, and Ankara on Thursday. 
| The hostage-takers demanded that they be allowed to meet with 

reporters, but later backed down on the agreement. They occupied the 
office for 1@ hours before coming out with the attache late Friday, 
police said. The attache was treated for shock. 

The entire group was arrested and could be charged with hostage 
taking and breaking and entering, said a police spokesman, 
requesting anonymity. : 

In Berlin, police said unknown assailants threw a firebomb into a 

Kish travel office in the Kreuzberg district. Firefighters 

quickly put out the blaze and no one was injured. 

Police said a note found at the scene referred to the prison 
riots in Turkey. 

The note was similar to notes from leftist Turkish groups found. 
at the scene of arson attacks late Thursday and Friday in the cities 
of Cologne, Bruehl and Hamburg, police said. / 
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(No ohe was injured in the attacks late Thursday. night 
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‘ Se Many af -thdse ti slved in tie prison riot at Istanbul? s 
| eran Seppe idey were reported to be members of leftist Turkish 
anizations. Political. cand human, rights disputes in Turkey are 


owed by) ‘ttacks on “Turkish establishments in Germany. ee 
webchat a ped “banner with a yellow star, emblem of a banne 
group caled Devrimei- Sol, was found at the scene in 
gne whe oie wkish banks and a travel bureau were attacked — 
boiaaingee 1s." The> fire ap ne occurred: ‘on the outside of . 

Ad five, ‘people were seen: running fron the ‘scene of 1) he 
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“BC-Germany-Solingen Murders 
@.: Announced of Forger of Document That Disrupted Solingen > + eee 
ial < : =<. aa 

BERLIN (AF) —§ A man has been arrested for forging a document: that | 
tried to blame a Turkish man for the deadliest post-war attack on 
foreigners in Germany, prosecutors said Friday. | 

The document, purporting to be a notarized statement by A 
witness, caused a sensation in May when it hit the court trying four 
young Germans for the arson attack that killed five Turkish women 
and children in Solingen in 1993. | 

The judges introduced the statement into the trial, but wore ee 
quickly embarrassed when it was shown to be a complete forgery that oe 
the notary never had handled. 

The court in Duesseldorf eventually convicted the four defendants 
of the Solingen murders. They were sentenced in October to 1@ to iS 
years in prison. a 

The Berlin prosecutors office said a 46-year-old Berlin Bee 
musicologist, whose name was not made public, was arrested Thursday ggg Se 
and accused of forgery, making a false accusation and attempting to 
pervert the course of justice. eggs ate 
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A search of the man’s apartment uncovered equipment used in | shee 
@icry. and the man confessed that his motive was revenge against | eee 
the Turkish man named in the forgery as the arsonist, the ) . 
prosecutors office said in a statement. The alleged forger claimed as ¥ 
he once had been cheated by the Turk, it said. : tee 
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 BRC-Germany-Turkey : ecm 
German FPoliticians Back EU Customs Union With Turkey Ce Sig 


BONN, Germany (AP) - Chancellor Helmut Kohli urged the Eurcpean ~ 
Fariliament Tuesday to approve a customs accord with Turkey that. ao 
‘would dismantle trade barriers between that country and the yt 

European Union. Sat rake 
Kohl assured Turkish Frime Minister Tansu Ciller in two hours heme 1 
of talks here that Germany "emphatically supports the planned — | 
Customs union,” said Kohi'ts spokesman, Feter Hausmann. 

The unian would be "an important step toward Turkey and the | ‘ie 
European Union drawing closer together," Kohl telid Ciller. i eee. 
The European Parliament is to vote Dec. 13 on the preposal, | 
Ciller has said rejectian of it could strengthen Isiamic. Bi 
fundamentalists in her cauntry. ee oe 

Kohl welcomed democratic reforms Ciller has pursued and teid . 
her he haped Turkey would continue on this course after Dec. 24 
elections, Hausmann said. 

Rudaif Scharping, chairman of the Sacial Demacrat tiac in the 
European Parliament, said he and his colleanues intend ta vote for 
the customs union. 

That signaled a reversal by the parliament's Social. ‘inwacree we 
whe apmpased it for Years because of Turkey’s human rights record. 
Scharping, who is alsa head of the German Social Democrats! 

parliamentary group, said EU Socialists are pleased with the 
Turkish government's measures ta improve human rights. . 

More needs to he done for Turkey’s minority Kurds, Scharping ~ 
said. But the*Eurcpean Parliament's Social Democrats see no reason 
to let that stand in the way of the customs union, Scharping said. | 
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APH VUVES Ra a---- PKK Support Brings Clampdown of Twa Kur 12-as 


BAC-Germany-Kurds Ban 
PKK Support Brings Clampdawn of Two Kurdish Groups 

WIESBADEN, Germany (AF) — Hesse state authorities Tuesday 
ordered twa Kurdish organizations shut down for supporting the 
cutlawed Kurdish Workers Party (PKK). 

Searches of the Kurdistan Information Center and the Kurdish: 
Feoanle’s Culture and Support Association, both in Frankfurt, 





uncovered evidence that they supported the FPKK, state Interior < sie iam 
Minister Gerhard Boekel said. 3 peed 

"The unmistakable nature and quantity of evidence made the eu 
unavoidable," he talid reporters. aes 


Germany banned the FRKK on Nov. #6, 1993 after it was blamed for. 
a series af arson and other attacks against Turkish businesses in — 
Germany. The group has been fighting in southeastern Turkey for | 
more than a decade to gain an independent Kurdish state. Ce 

Boekel said the two Frankfurt—-based groups distributed . 
Propaganda material and recruited members for the FKK and a sister 
organization, the National Liberation Front of Kurdistan, 

Boekel said the organizations had a video with celebrations of: | 
the anniversary of the FPKK's founding, children carrying the PKK 
Flag and demonstrations on how tao solicit donatians far the party. — 

He said there were also indications that the Frankfurt oraups 
trained activists to extart protection maney from Turkish and 
Kurdish businesses in Germany. a 
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Cow YUVAS Pa a---- Premier Ciller Fiies To Bonn 


BAC—Turkey-Germany—-Ciller 
Ssremier Ciller Flies To Bonn For Trade Fact Lotbhyinn 

ANKARA, Turkey (APY - Prime Minister Taneu Cilier left Monday 
for Bonn as part of efforts to canvince members of the FuUrGaneant 


Parliament to approve a trade pact with Turkey. 


Cillev's visit came i% days hefore the vote for Turkey's 


customs union with the Eurcsean Union. 
She visited Madrid and London last manth and sent her deputy, 
Deniz Baykal, toa other EU countries. 
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HPW VVUVAS Aa a--—-—-— Police Hetain Kurdish Nemanstratare 11-7" Arran 


RC—-Germany—Kurds 
Falice Detain Karcish Demanastratarcs 

FSSEN, Germany (AP) Pnlime detained mare than PAM Kircdish 
démanstratars Saturday after hreaking un pratests in twe Rermann 
mities. 

Ratan-wielcinn police drave aff same PRA Kurdish nratesters 
hiacking aA main inner-city raad if Fecen in western Germany. Palice 
tack ahaut tSA inta custody, and five afficers were injured. 

In the Bavarian town af lim, molice detained ahout AM af CAR 
Kurds whoa had gathered to call attentian toa the plight of Kurdish 
refugees, police said. 

Palice said they canfiscated pamnhiets, flans anc emblems of 
the Kurdich Workers’ Party, ar PKK, which is hanned in Germany. 
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“BC-Germany-Kurds ¢ 
“Three Kurds Accused of Attempting to Kill Opponents in Germany ¢ | 
KARLSRUHE, Germany (AP) — Three members in Germany of an outlawed 
Kurdish group were accused Wednesday of attempting to murder Kurdish 
opponents. 
The Federal Prosecutor's Office in Karlsrule accused two Kurdish 
women and a Kurdish man of ordering or carrying out attacks on 
friends of Selim Curukkaya, a Kurd who published a book urging the 
ouster of leaders of the banned Kurdistan Workers’ Party, known by 
its initials PKK. 
The accused were identified only as Azime Y., 29, a woman who was 
Said to be head of PKK operations in northern Germany; Meryem Y., 
e&7, & woman said to be PKK director in the northern city of Ey eeeny 
and Sait B., a male teacher. 
Sait B. was accused of leading an attack on a friend of the 
author, in which the man narrowly escaped death from stabbing and 
beating last September. 
The PKK has been illegal in Germany since 1993 when there were 
two coordinated waves of attacks on Turkish businesses and 
diplomatic missions in Germany and other European countries. 
The: PKK is also illegal in Turkey where authorities are fighting 
Kurdish guerrillas. 
“C1it=-tp) ¢ 
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aU—Germany—Turks 
Turks Fetabiish tiwn HMoliticali Marty ta Finaht kKacisms 

BERLIN (APD -— Turkish imminrants have set us a pelitical party 
desianed ta fight Giscrimination ang racism and renresent the 
a rests of foreinners Llivinn in termany. 

The German Democratic Farty ive), or Himanyva Demokrat Hartisi 
in Turkish, says its ncoal is not ta represent aniy tne neariy «& 
Million Turks, the bignest arous amona termanyv’s 6.5 miiiion 
foreinners, but all oathers as well, 

the party olatform caiis for easier nateralizatian, Gduai 
Citizenship, and separation of church and state. $t¢ alsa deciares 
SRuooort Tor & SGOCRaL iY -CGONSOCIGUS Market ecancmy ang demands 
authorities monitor racism. 

Frankfurt lawyer Sedat Sezain, who S5eC1aLIZeS in anterratrional 
ecanamic rinhts. was voted Chairman Gof the party at its First 
connress in Heriin over the weekend. 

In the first phase. Seznin wiili also act as sGie party speaker, 
"We are not ail career saliticrians, and 6G we want ta srevent 
unfavorable words," Re said ain cetense aot the moetiiev. 

SeZGin Said German racism and turks themsetves are #awaily at 
fauit for nincerinn Turks freom takinn scart in public iire in 
Germany, tecause “none ot us raersed cur voices," Sa tar 1, Luv 
people have applied for DED membershin. 
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BRC-Germany~Kurds ¢ 
*“6,@0@ Kurds Demonstrate in German City< 

DUISBURG, Germany (AF) —§ About 6,860 Kurds seeking an independent 
hameland rallied Saturday in this central German city, police said. 

Folice reported a few scuffles and several broken windows, but no 
major incidents. 

Kurds from across Germany came to the rally, police said. 
Authorities say about 454,000 Kurds live in Germany. Most of them 
are Turkish citizens. 

Turkey has been fighting autonomy~-seeking Kurdish guerrillas in 
the southeast since 1984 in a conflict which has claimed more than 
28,000 lives. 
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C~Germany~Turkey ¢ 
“Kinkel Deplores Turkish Court’s Ruling On Kurds <¢ 

BONN, Germany (AP) — Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel on Friday 
deplored a Turkish court’s decision not to free four Kurdish 
politicians who were convicted of aiding Kurdish rebels. 

An Ankara appeals court on Thursday upheld long jail sentences 
for the four, who were convicted last December. U.S. and European 
officials see the convictions as an attempt to stifle free speech. 

Kinkel said Turkish politicians seeking a peaceful discussion 
about the rights of the Kurdish minority “*should not have their 
actions as freely elected (parliamentary) deputies limited through 
legal means.’? 

Kinkel said the Turkish parliament should pass a law ensuring 
that similar convictions cannot be repeated. 

The Turkish government is hoping for a customs union with the 
European Union, but Kinkel said the jail sentences don’t help 
chances of that happening. However, Kinkel also said in a Friday 
interview with the Turkish newspaper Huerriyet that he favors the 

UsStoms union. 
*(tp-ns) ¢ 
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AC-—Germany-Leftist Bombers 

Reward Urtered For Elusive Lettist bombers 
By TERRENCE PETTY 

HSSso0Ciated Hress Writer 

BUNM, Germany (HH) - StyYmied bY extreme-Liert terrorists wha 
nave been detonating Gembs eutside golirticians’ Nomes. 
anvestiaqators octftrered & Lud, wid mark AGirs fu. waw) reward Frigay 
for tigos leading ta their arrest. 

MoO one has been aniwredad im three @€xoicsiaons this year at homes 
OF ooliticians Gbelanginn ta Lhancellar Heimut KHeani’s Unristian 
vemocratic Union. 

Mut Tederai prosecutors Nave been unatlie tG track down the 
terrorists, whe cail themselves the Hnti-imoerialast Lelis and are 
considered a radical offshoot Gt the now-dormant Hed Hrmy Faction. 

In anneucinn the bounty. the rederail Mreasecuter’s UTrrice saia 
the uvang has made its bombs by tucking exoicgsives and wires inside 
Fire extinguishers and iren pipes. Clocks and ecleck radics nave 
Geen used as timers, the agency said. 

Claims @f responsibility lert at Crime scenes Have contained 
“considerable material” about the activities af the intended P 
victims. the office said. . 

There was speculation Last month that the terrorists may have @ 
eymoathizer in parliament proevidinn them with intrermatian abeut 
BGlatacians, but law officiais have since discounted that theory. 

The last attack came on Sept. if ain Sienen near Honn. HH bomb 
exploded outside the home of Faui Breuer. a COU defense sSuecialist 
and parliament member. 

Honoete Left by the gang comolained about Germany oravidina 
weapons ta furkey and tberman miiitary involvement in Waosnia. 

the home near Duesselidert of Jaeseoh-ihecdaor Hiank, a@isG a LULU 
parliament member, suffeved about ob. uA marks tdirs 44. uuu) in | 
Gamacne from a bomb detonated on Horii eas. ae ti 

A bomb expleded Jan. ee at the home of former LOU o 
Garliamentarian Volkmar Kaehlier in Woltstura, Causing ocraescerty 
damane. 

the Antarimoeriaiist Celis, known by their berman anitiais Hid. 
alse tock resoonsiblity for a Nov. ei. i992 arson attack at tre 
Uinaversity of Hamburg Liaw school Llitrary. 

Aiz sees itself as Continuing the lenacy af the Hed Hemy 
Faction. which swore off vicience in 199%. the HIZ denounced that 
decision and said it was taking up the cause. 

For more than £<£@ years, the Red Army Faction sGcuaht to torce 
pelitical channe by carrying aften murderous attacks anainst WHID, 

German politicians and industrial taruets. 
(to-~-fb) 
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HC-Germany-Kurds 
Huthoraities Make cui Hrrests in HarGs Un Suspected AK 
Gatherings 

BERLIN (HED —- Police arrested tome uta pecoie inciudingn two top 
leaders of the banned Kurdistan Workers Farty Gver the weekend in 
raids in Munich. Herliin and Hesse state. authorities Saad sunday. 

jhe two leaders, Suspected of terrorism by the rederal Httoerneyv 
Weneral’s office. were picked up an a police raid on Aa party 
gathering in the Hesse city Gf ttiessen., oolice said. 

Hisao Saturday, 16 aAitened activists of the party. Known bY ats 
Kurdish initiais FMKK, were alsa arrested ain Munich. 

furkey has been battiang PRA ouUerriidias Sance 1984. when the 
party Gegan its armed campaign fer an indesendent Kurdistan in 
BoOutheaASt Turkey. 

ine conftiact has 3n recent years SHiliied over ta termanyv. where 
454, 2244 Kurds live among ~@ million turks. 

Germany banned the FKK as Aa terroarist organization an ivvs 
after a string of attacks and extortien of furkisn Businesses, but 
the anta-furkaish vacilence continues to Tiare up perrGcagicaiiy. 

Molice said they gathered evidence against a MK leader 
baturcday evening during a court-ordered search of a Kurdash 
-ulitural center in Berlin, where dozens of Kurds tock part inf a 
hunger strike this summer. 

the Berlin search followed the arrest Last week of the caty'’s 
alleged PKK leader on charges cf belonging ta a terrorist 
OrnHanizatican. 

Herian police Sa3i0c Some Si Turks peited them with stones and 
other ebjects in trying to impede the search. 
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KC-Germanyr-Soiangen Murders. ¥@/cw 

Germany’s Deagliest NeGo-Nazi Crime: Wili Justice He 
berved? 

tds: YVerdact expected at vow GP. 

He Phote FRHIM7 

By TERRENCE FPEITY 

Hssociated Press Writer 

DUESSELDURE, Germany (HR) - HS a turkish famaiy siept ain their 
Selingen Home on May 2&9, 1995, Semeone set a fire that killed three 
jattie garis living there and two women. It was the deadiiest 
anti-foreigner attack in Germany since the Nazi era. 

H Duesseldorf court was to decide Friday whether four young 
right-wing extremists charged with the crime are quiity. 

German news media calied it one of the most important court 
cases since Germany’s unification in 1vyva, 

The 1993 firebombing grabbed the world's attention and shamed 
Germany. Turks rioted for days in Solingen. Germans marched in 
cities across the country to show their sorrow. Federad 
investigators launched a nationwide manhunt. the ceuntry Trelt 
purged when, days after the attack, the four bolaingen youths were 
arrested. 

But will justice be served? 

Prosecutors in the i&-month triai based much or their case on 
the confessions of two defendants, one Gf whem has since recanted. 
Watnesses and material evidence are also tacking. Hnd derense 
attorneys have alleged that investigators were under such pressure 
to get a conviction that thev went to extremes to seek it. 

Aenoohebic viGelence that erupted in termany arter its iyyvia 
reunification has subsided since the Solangen attack, as Has racial 
Mastrust between lurks and Germans. 

But an acaouittali wouid be seen as a test ofr relations between 
Germans and the country’s < million turks. 

"We don't foresee any vicience." said bairgit Wenning, 
spokeswoman for the city government of bsoelingen, which is <4 
Kilometers (12 miles) north of Colsoone. "But we are awaiting the 
verdict with seme apprehension. { den't envy the judges." 

Fears of revenge for the murders were so ureat Guring the trial 
that it was held in a high-security court where terrorists have 
been tried in the past. 

The four defendants are Markus Gartmann, #<o: Chrastian 
Buchholz, 223; Christian Reher, 19; and Felix Keehnen, 16. they were 
charged with five counts of murder, 14 of attempted murder and one 
of arson. 

Prosecutors sought the maximum sentence of Life in prison tor 
Gartmann. Buchhelz, Reher and Keehnen faced Lda years if convicted 
because they were juveniies at the time of the arson. 

A majority vote by the five judges on the state supreme court 
was needed for a conviction. 

HMrosecutors charged that arter a nipnht of heavy dranking. 
Keehnen, Buchhelz and Gartmann Kad a Tight with twe yugeslavs they 
mistook fer furks. 

ine three buddaes met up an downtown Solingen with Keher, who 
lived across the street from the ‘turks’ heuse, and Heher orepesed 
torchang the home. prosecutors said. Friends of Keher toida the 
ecurt that days before the attack, Ne Nad said the turks’ nome 
would burn. 

Hecordang to prosecutors, the four went to an aiinnioht gas 
Station and picked up a flammable Lliguid. Keenhnen peured iat under 
the front door of the house and Reher lat it with newspapers. 
prosecutors alleged. 

Screams filled the house on Lower Werner Street as the 14 turks 
inside woke up. 

Durmus and Meviude Genc, who came to Germany as "guest 
workers," lest the heart of their family: daughters Gursun, 2/, 
and Hatice, 183; granddaughters Huelya, 9, and Saime, 4; and a 
niece, Gulestan, age iz. 

Prosecutors seemed to have a strong case at farst, but at was 
battered by the defense. 

Gartmann initially told police he and the three others were 
guilty and previded details about the crime. But he withdrew has 
confession iast March, and his attorneys ailege police had torced 
it cut of him by threatening to threw him inte a cell with jaiied 
turks. 

Reher at farst said he and His friends were aii mpusaityv, but 
then insisted he acted alone. 

Keehnen and Buchhoeiz maintairned all atong they were innocent. 

Defense attorneys oounded the oroesecution’s case bY BDOINnting 
eut that rubble from the burned-out dbolangen Nouse was carted away 
before it could be examined for lighter riuid. 

The house itself was torn down. Waking iat iAnhpossabie ta 
reconstruct the crime at the site. 
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Mo -termanveSsGlingen Murders, Btn Ld-Writethru 

Court Fands Hil Four ttuzrity an bermanv’s Worst CASE aT 
NeaGr-Nazi Vicience 

mGSs UFUHibk&b with new grars Go-/ with Comments trom fiurkisn 
COMMUNnATCY and Tereingon Minister, ABMe RLS HBlanned: Bicks us 
2th ograt OvVs Heninnsang: ihe fTirebombainn... 

Hy EHRENCE Fri i ¥ 

HESOCIaAtedG Hress Writer 

DUESSEL DURE. Germany tHE) - HH court Fraday Teund Tour youns 
rightrwing extremists guilty GF murdering Tive turkish women and 
c$hiidren in the Geadiiest attack on foreigners in Germany Since the 
Nazi era. 

line young. Blond, ib-year-Gid Gefendant., Feiax Koennen, 
screamed: "You swine, f£ am innocent,” at the five judges. 

Reporters Said Koehnen turned ta his attorney in despair. 
threatening to kill Kimself; and the father of another defendant 
Kacked & guard’s chair and stormed cut of the turbuient courtroom. 

Gutside, a mostiy furkish crowd of Wid peacople were disgusted at 
what they considered iiaght sentences of iv to lo years for the 
Geaths of three Little giris and two wemen, Gurned ta death in 
thear home ain Setangen on Piay £9, 199.4. 

"His Was A racist Crime and they’re being treated iike petty 
thieves,” said Hbhdaiiahn Karan, SY. A Drominent furkaish Gdoctar 3n 
SGalingen. "You cali that justice’ thev'’ii orebabiyv be out in twa 
years. ” 

Mut the Council Gr furkisn CAtREenNs 32n ermanyv. an Umbrella 
OrGuping., Saw ait differentiv and Graised tne iudges. “I1his verdice 
strennthens us further an @ur kKnoewiedne that German USt2Ce AS A 
Stabile and reliable instrument now For Combatting racism,” the 
CGUMCLRL SALG 3n A STATEMENT. 

FOrei on Manzster KiliAUS Kiankei SAR the verdicts SnGwea that 
isermanyvy would stand Gy ats duties ta turkish residents, and he 
appemRied to the general public to aco everythann "to protect the 
tradition terman-turkish friendshio frem damage. ” 

DeTense iawyers Said appeals were pianned. 

the firebombing grabbed the worid’s attenticn and shamed 
Dermany. furks rioeted Tor days in Solinnen. bermans marcned in 
eities across the country te shew their sorrew. 








e cides Herendant, co-year-Gic arkus bartmann. aced lite 
in prison but the five-judge panel gave Him 13 years. Koehnen was 
tried as a juvenile along with Christian Buchholz, <<, and 
Christian Reher, 19, and all were given the maximum lu-year 
sentences. 

Reher was the only defendant whe contessed and heid to his 
confession. Gartmann had confessed earlier but withdrew it in March 
as the trial ground threugh 16 months. 

Chief Judge Wolfgang Steffen repeatedly called for order in the 
court as families cf the defendants uttered exciamations oT Gismay. 
Koehnen screamed, and Huchholz's father erupted in rade. 

The crowd outside, carrying placards saving “We Gemana 
justice” and "Maximum penalty For neo-Nazis," voiced anger as 
they relayed news from inside the courtroom, where ostetten 
continued for several heurs reading Ilx<& panes of the case’s 
backoreund and the judges’ reasons tor their verdict. 

"The sentences show that termany has not learned trom its 
fascistac Hatier past," said Suat Koilsuz. 45. who has iived in 
Germany lo years and said he still dees not feel at Heme. He said 
bartmann shouid have received a life sentence. 

Kemal Kiran, 31. chairman of a local lLebbying greup Tor iurkish 
interests, Said: "Thais 325 not just murder. they carriec out this 
crime with anti-foreigqner and anti-furkish motives. ine tuddges 
Should have sent out a SioMAL that xenophobia and the murder oT 
foreigners cannot go witheut proeper punishment. " 

The country had feit purged when, days after the attack. the 
four Solingen youths were arrested. 

Xenophobic visclience that erupted in Germany after its 199 
reunification has subsided since the Solingen attack, as has racial 
mistrust between Germans and the = million Turks in the country. 

Solingen Mayor Gerd Kaimer said Friday the verdict would help 
restore what was "traditional harmony” between Germans and 
foreigners before the attack. Folice were Gut in force as a 
precaution. At a venetablie stand a few blocks from where the arson 
took place, a seller whe gave his name oeniyv as Yilmaz said, Ht 
first 1 was doubtful, but now 1 anaan have faith in the tvterman 
justice system." 

But another Turkish man who wouid not give his name said. 
"This is laughable. All of them should have gotten lire." Hnd 
Kari Waiter. a retired German neighbor oar the Tamiiv whose hone was 
burned said he theught police mishandled tne case and way nave 
arrested the wrong pescple. “For political reasons they haa ta Tand 
someone guiity," Walter said. 

Prosecutors based much of their case on the contessions. 
Witnesses and material evidence were lacking. Hnd derense attorneys 
a@llened that investinators were under such pressure to cet a 
canviction that they went to extremes ta seek it. 

Mrosecutors charged that after a night aor Heavy Grinking. 
Koenhnen,. Buchholz and Gartmann had a Fight with two Yugestavs they 
mistook for turks. 

ihe three buddies met up in downtown Solingen with Reher. whe 
lived acress the street from the Turks’ nouse, and Keher proposed 
torchang the home, prosecutors said. Friends ef Keher told the 
court that days before the attack, Ne had said the fturks’ home 
would burn. 

According to prosecutors, the four went te an ali-nioght gas 
station and picked up a flammable liquid. Koehnen poured it under 
the front door of the house and Reher 1it 3t with newspapers, 
presecutors alleged. 

Screams filled the house on Lower Werner Street as the 14 turks 
inside woke up. 

Durmus and Meviude Genc., who came to Germany as "Quest 
workers," lost the heart of their family: daughters Gursun, <7, 
and Hatice, 18; granddaughters Huelya, 9, and Saime. 9: and a 
niece, Gulestan, age ic. 

Prosecutors seemed te have a strong case at fTarst. but 20 was 
battered by the defense. 

Gartmann initialiiy told police tHe and the three others were 
guilty and provided details about the crime. Hut His attorneys 
&illened pelice had forced it out of him by threatening ta throw him 
into a cell with jailed furks. 

Reher at first said he and his triends were ali ouaity. but 
then insisted he acted aicne. 

Koehnen and Buchhoeiz maantained ail aiono they were iannocent. 
(lt—-lak) 
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“Gewalt/Solingen/Turkei 
Turkische Regierung beorusst So0lingen—-Urteil = 


Ankara (AP) Die turkische Regierung hat sich am 
Freitag befriedigt uber das Urteil des Uberlandesgerichts 
Dusseldorf genen die vier Brandstifter von Solingen 
Heaussert. In einer Erklarung des Aussenministeriums hiess 
es, das Urteil sollte allen eine Lehre sein. die solche 
rassistischen Angriffe fortsetzen wollten. Und weiter 
erklarte das Ministerium, die Regierung beobachte nach wie 
vor mit Sorge Gewalttaten, die gegen die turkische 
Gemeinde in Deutschland gerichtet seien. Bei dem 
Brandanschlag in Solingen kamen im Mai 1993 funf turkische 
Madchen und Frauen ums Leben. Das Dusseldorfer Gericht 
verurteilite die vier Angeklaoten zu Haftstrafen von zehn 
Dis 135 Jahren. 

Ende 
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HEE VUUAS BRA mmo Four Convicted Of Deadiiest txtreme-Kag Avi-dts Lets. 


AC-Germany-Selingen Murders, 7th Ld-Writethru 

Four Convicted Gf Deadiiest Extreme-Hight Crime. But 
Germany’s Angst Lives On 

Eds: UFDHATES with reaction from Turkish covernment. 
By TERRENCE FETTY 

Hsscciated Fress Writer 

DUESSELDURE, Germany (HE) - An angry cry of "1 am iannecent” 
rang through the courtroom Friday as Tour right-wing extremists 
were convicted ef Aa 1993 firebombinng that kaiied Tive iurks asieen 
inside their home, the deadliest anti-fTereigner attack since tne 
MRZ2 Ora. 

For murdering three iittie gairis and tro women. the Gerengants 
got prison terms ranging from i toa iS years. Verendant felix 
Koennen screamed "You swane. i am ainnGecent” at the fave rmdnges 
and threatened ta kiili Himself. ithe rather of another Gderendant 
KkKackKed & Quard’s chair and StGomped eut af the court. 

ihe May <9, 1993. firebombaing in tbolingen caused intense 
SGuil~-searching among Germans about their reiations wath Toreioners. 
and the guilty verdicts seemed te do iittie tao clear the air. 

Whale some Germans welcomed the convictians., athers may &Riways 
believe Keehnen —- the wayward son of a Breminent bolingen docter - 
and two other defendants who insisted they were annecent. 

"Uniy one of them canfessed ta the crime. i don’t think the 
three others had anything to do wath it.” said a Vuesseidoar®t 
teenager standing cutside the courthouse. She refused ta give her 
name, Saying she has Turkish friends and didn't want to anger then. 

Jurks whe were proetesting Gutside the courthouse, hawever, said 
not onity were ail four guaity but aise that the court had been too 
lenient by net sending them to prisen for Life. 


@ sentences shaw at Germany hast not learned from its 
Ffascistic Hitler past," said Suat Koelsuz, 44, who has Lived in 
Germany 16 years and said he does not feel at home. 

But the Council of Turkish Catizens in bermany. an umbrella 
OroUuping, praised the judmes. "his verdsct strengthens us fturther 
in Gur knowledge that German justice if a Stabie and reliabie 
instrument now for combatting racism,” the council SAG ain a 
statement. 

The furkiash government AisSG ASBuUed A Statement. It expressed 
Satisfaction with the verdict But said it remains cancerned about 
Vaolent acts against members of Germany's cv-miliion-strong furkish 
Community. 

Vetrense lawyers sa3:0d appeals were Dianned. 

Since Germany’s 1994 unification. at least s1 peaple have died 
in more than 7, 444 acts of vicience carried Gut by rainght-wane 
extremists against foreigners, Jews, tertasts and others, and 
thousands more have been inwured. 

the Selingen firebermbing grabbed the worid’s attention and 
shamed Germany. Turks riocted for Gavs in Soiangen. tbermans marched 
in cities acress the country to show their sorrow. 

the oidest defendant, #o-year~cid Markus Gartmann. faced iite 
in prison but the court gave him 15 years. Keehnen, age 1&4, was 
tried &5S a juveniie along with Christian Buchheiz, ee. and 
Christian Reher, 19, and all were given the maximum 1-year 
sentences. 

Chief Judge Wolfnuang Steffan saad the court was convinced that 
these "feur young men, whe carried racism in their minds, set fire ; 
to the Turkish family’s house and killed fave peopoie. ” 7 

But Steffen didn’t think the four were dyed-in-the-woeel 
nNee-Nazis, calling them "immature younn peaopie who had nothings A 
within to ward off radical-right influences. " jh 

Reher was the oniy defendant whe confessed and heid ta has 
confession. Gartmann had canfessed earlier but withdrew it in Maren 
as the triai ground throeugh 18 months. 

Mrasecutors based much Gof their case on the conressions. 
Watnesses were lacking, and the case was neariyv botened by siappy 
investigative work. Defense attorneys allened that investigators 
were under such pressure to net a convactiacn that they went to 
extremes ta seek it. 

Mrosecutors charned that arter a nangnt or heavy adrankang. 
Keehnen, Buchholz and Gartmann were thrown Gut of a wedding 
reception by two Yunosiavs they mastaok Tor jurks. 

The three buddies met up in downtewn Solingen with Kener. whe 
ijaveag across the street from the turks’ house. and Renner proeposed 
torching the heme, presecutors said. Friends of Keher told the 
court that days before the attack. he had Ssa3G the turks’ home 
would burn. 

Recording to presecutors, the four set fire to the house wath 
flammable liquid and newspapers. 

Screams filled the three-story house on Lower Werner Street as 
the 19 Turks inside woke ug. 

Durmus and Meviude Genc, whe came to Germany as "Buest 
workers," lost the heart of their family: daughters Gursun, <7, 
and Hatice, 14: granddaughters Huelya, 9, and baime, 4: and a 
niece, Gulestan, age ic. Gursun died after jumping from a windew on 
the top ficor. 

the country feit purged when, days after the attack, the four 
Solingen youths were arrested. 

Gartmann initiaaliy toeid police he and the three others were 
guilty and previded details about the crime. Hut his attorneys 
alleged police hac forced it cut of Kham by threatening to throw ham 
into a cell with jailed Turks. 

Reher at farst said he and has friends were aii guiity. but 
then insisted he acted alone. Keehnen and Buchhelz maintained ail 
Riong they were innocent. 

Before his arrest, HKoehnen had a shaved head and was a tan of 
Hatler’s speeches. Buchhelz liked neo-Nazi reck bands. wartmann was 
Known ta give the stiff-armed "Hitier’ saiute” when he went 
dancing. Keehnen once had a picture on his bedrocem wall showing 
Hamseif oivang the Same sSaiute. 

{to-lt-fb) 
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*BC~Lebanon~German ¢ 
“Dental Records Confirm Body Was That Of German Tourist <¢ 
i : BEIRUT, Lebanon (AFP) — Authorities confirmed Friday that a bady 
a.ied ashore in Beirut last week was that of a German tourist 
killed in a plane crash in Turkey three months ago. 

State coroner Ahmed Harati examined the decomposed body at a 
Beirut morgue Thursday in the presence of a German diplomat. 

He said Friday that dental records shipped from Germany proved 
the body was that of Claus Schenk, 38, as authorities had believed 
since it was washed up on Lebanon’s rocky Mediterranean coastline. 

A gold necklace found on the corpse carried the name Claus Schenk 
along with the date Oct. 6, 1956. The names of four girls — MNelanie, 
Rose, Kamona and Tatya _— were engraved on the other side. 

Schenk had been missing since the June 14 crash at Manavgat, a 
small town near the southern Turkish Mediterranean resort of 
Antalya, about 300 miles (S@@ kilometers) northwest of Beirut across 
the Mediterranean. 

The seaplane went down just after taking off from the MNanavgat 
River. The pilot, Wolf Radermacher, S2, managed to get out. But his 
two passengers, Claus Schenk and Wilhelm Schenk, S39, went down with 


he aircraft. 
& It was not immediately known if the two Germans were related. 
A team of German investigators and a doctor had been scheduled to 
travel to Beirut to examine the body. But dental records were sent 
instead after it appeared that no crime had been commited. 
Schenk’s body will be shipped back to Germany early next week. 
“SF G-EB< 
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243 87 intjw frud frup ank 
“HC-Germany~-Kurds ¢ 
“String of Attacks Against furkish Interest Continues ¢ 

FRANKFURT, Germany (GF) = Turkish interests in at least seven 
German cities were hat by fire bombs late Friday and eariv Saturcay, 
police said, with five Kurds arrested in a fifth day of cantinued 
violence. 

Foiice in Frankfurt said two Kurds were arrested in a Gowntown 
section of the city after they were spotted carrying two botties 
containing an infiammabie riuid. 

Two more Kurds were arrested at the FranktTurt main train station 
after police searched them and found one of them Carrying a 
-Sc-cCaliber pistel. 

Moilice said suspected Kurdish radicais aiso threw a Molotov 
cocktail at a gas station pump in the Frankfurt suburb of 
paechsenhausen Causing ontyv minor Gamage. Ihe Statiacn i5 Manauecd by «a 
furkish resident. 

in Duesseicortf. poiice said a Kurdish man was arrestec aS a 
suspect after sameane threw a fire bomb inte a lurkish travel afTrice 
CAUSING an estimated 2. WY marks idirs 14.44) an damage. 

Unknewn assailants fire~-bembed a turkish travel office in the 
town of Voelkingen near Saarbruecken, police in that seuthwestern 
city said. Damage was estimated at 34,400 marks ‘dirs £1, Saw). ) 

In the northern port city of Hamburg. unknown assaiiants torched 
&@ Pavilion tent set up by a Turkish aid organization supperting 
eideriy residents. 

And in the centrai city of Giessen unknown assailants torchec a 
snack stand causing minor damage, police said. the stand was 
operated by a Turk who had cicsed down for the naght. 

Turkish restaurants in the southern town of HChern near 
Baden-Baden. and in Ludwigshafen at Mannheim were aise hat by arson 
attacks that were quickly extinguished and caused ocniy minor damage, 
police saad. 

Holice said they suspect that radical Hurdish actavists or 
sympathizers of the banned Kurdish Workers Farty (HK) were to blame 
for the continuing string of attacks. Germany banned the nroup as a 
terrorist organization in late 1993 after a long string of attacks 
and biackmaii of Turkish businesses were tracea to the FiKin. 

the RPKK, which is also banned in turkey, has been Frigntang ror 
the past il years to gain an autonomous Kurdash state in 
southeastern Turkey and northern Ifraqa. 

Uroganazers of Kurcdash activists in Berlin said vaturdayv that the 
number of peopie taking part in what is already a week-long hunger 
Strike in the German capital hag increased to S44 on Saturday. 

jhe hunger strikers and ether Kurdish activists want to frorce 
wermanvy, flurkey’s baingest trade partner, to put pressure on the 
Turks. 

they were beang closely watcned cover by Red Cross volunteers, 
after a 4i-year-old Kurdish mother of five died of a heart attack in 
Herilan on Thursday white taking part in the hunger strike. 

The seme 2 millien turks whe began arriving in Germany in the 


ise@ds as guest workers inciuding about 454, ¢ud Kurds — are 
Germany’s largest minority. 
(gb) 
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“HC-Germany-Kurds, ist Ld-Writethru< 

“Police Arrest 8&5 to Prevent Banned Demonstration, Turkish 
Knterprises Hit Again< 

‘Eds. Updates with police saying 85 arrested. < 

FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) _§ Police on Sunday arrested 85 
Kurds and restricted entrance to a downtown Frankfurt 
shopping area to prevent a hanned Kurdish demonstration. 

Meanwhile Turkish enterprises in at least six German 
cities were hit by fire-bombs in the early morning hours 
causing overall damage estimated at nearly 140,900 marks 
(dirs 100,000), capping a week of nightly attacks 
attrihuted to banned Kurdish activists. 

Frankfurt police set up road blocks to check cars with 
**suspicious persons,’’ checking identities and advising 
Kurds stopped in the checks that a demonstration planned 
in the city’s Hauptwache shopping district had been 
hanned. 

Police spokesman Michael Hallstein said that 85 Kurds 
in the shopping district were temporarily arrested and 
released after identity checks with warnings they would be 
jailed and charged with breech of peace if they attempted 
to return to demonstrate. 

**Prevention is the hest method,’’ Hallstein said of 
the police action, in obvious reference to a clash with 
Kurdish demonstrators at the Hauptwache at mid-week that 
injured six police and as many protesters. 

Police had broken up that demonstration after they 
spotted signs supporting the banned Kurdish Workers Party 
(PKK) carried hy the protesters. 

Jn Koenigstein at Bonn, suspected Kurdish activists 
firebombed a Turkish travel office at about 4 a.m. (0200 
GMT) causing an estimated 100,000 marks (dirs 72, 000) 
damage, police said. 

Arson attacks also hit a Turkish gift store in Koblenz 
and a Turkish culture center in Salzgitter in the early 
morning hours, police is the two cities said. Damage in 
each case was estimated at 20,900 marks (dirs 14,400). 

Minor damage was also caused to a Turkish travel 
office in Essen, a Turkish husiness office in Luenen at 
Dortmund, and a cafe in Karlsruhe, which were also 
attacked hy suspected PKK activists, police said. 

No injuries were reported in any of the attacks, and 
no arrests were made. 

KHanned in Germany as a terrorist organization in 1993, 
the PKK claims widespread human rights violations by the 
Turks against Kurds at home, and has been fighting for lil 
years for an autonomous Kurdish state in southeastern 
Turkey and northern Iraq. 

In the past week, Kurdish activists have launched a 
campaign of violence to make Germany, Turkey’s biggest 
trading partner, pressure the Turks to improve conditions 
in their homeland. 

The 2 million Turks _ including 450,000 Kurds _ who 
hegan arriving in Germany as guest workers in the 1960s 
are Germany’s largest minority. 

(gh) 
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“BU-Germanv—-Kurds 
‘NMeghts of Kurdish Vaioclence Flanue turks in Germany ¢ 
“HAE Photo FRAIM@L, BERIMI—1es ¢ 
“By ARIHUR BLLEN= 
“Mssociated Press Writer= 

BKUNN, Germany (AR)  £The tainkle of Shattering glass, the whoosh 
of flame consuming gasocline-soaked Turkish property has become the 
niaghtiy German battie music of a far-away war between Turks ana 
Kurds. 

Suspected Kurdish militants early Friday firebombed a turkish 
travel agency in Giessen, a mosque in Oldenburg, a restaurant in 
Hanover and a sports club in Bremen. it was the fourth straaght 
night of attacks on Turkish preperty in Germany. 

in Frankfurt, Kurdish demonstrators who had battled police the 
day before raged through the downtown area after dark. Smashing 
windows and telephone booths. in the morning, commuters stepped over 
piles of broken glass. Police made four arrests. 

The violence. which coincided wath Kurdish support orotests ror 
S, Waa hunger strikers in furkish jaiis. was at least the sixth 
eruption or anta-turkish vandalism to sweep German towns in two 
years. 

More than i144 Turkish businesses Have been attacked this year. 
German police have arrested several Kurds and believe the Campaian 
15 coordinatec by the underoround Kurdish Labor Party. known by 2ts 
Kurdish initials PKK. 

Turkev has been battling guerrillas of tne Marxist-Leninist HKK 
since 1984, when it began its armed campaign for an independent 
Kurdistan in southeast Turkey. The worid’s & miliion Kurds Live 
spread among iurkey, iraq, tran and Syria, without their own 
country. 

Ferhaps 1 percent of the 45@,uua@ Kurds living in Germany are PKK 
activists, another 2 percent active sympathizers, according to 
police. the PKK reportedly finances its activities through drug 
smuggling and blackmaal. 

Gther Kurds in Germany are active in oroups seeking more cuiturad 
autonomy for Turkey's Kurds. they want Germany, Turkey's Largest 
trading partner, to put pressure on the Turks. 

But moderates are drowned cut by the din of FHKK violence, said 
Mustafa Kisabacak cf the centrist Kurdish Hssociation in Coloaone. 

““it’s a sad fact that when we try to reach the public with 
peaceful Gemonstrations. the media take no interest.'’' Kisabacak 
said. “‘When the PKK uses violence, it becomes a law-and-order 
theme: Kurds are arsonists.’ 

Some 2So@ sympathazers of the KKK have been on hunger strike an 
Herlin since last week. The protest reached a new emotionai pitch 
ihursday night when one of the strikers died of a heart attack. 

Guilnaz Baghistani, a 41-year-old motner of five, hadn’t eaten in 
eioht Gavs and coliapsed after a /-kilometer ‘4-maile)d) protest marc. 

Her husband arrived from the couple’s home in Usnabrueck Friday 
to the courtyard in Beriin’s pritty Kreuzberon seotion where has 
wife’s body lay on a Bier strewn with rese petals. Hundreds of FKK 


supporters chanted ‘Freedom Keaquires Many Piartyrs!’? 
the 2 million turks who began arrivitiag in Germany in the early 
4965  <ancliuding 454,@44@ Kurds _— are Germany's larnest minority. 


But the passions that drove Mrs. Btaghistani and others are 
untathomablie to mest Germans. 

““You have to know the conditions in Kurdistan to uncerstand what 
she did,’’ said Kisabacak, who charged that jurkish troops had 
destroyed 2£,@Ma@ Kurdish villages and driven hundreds of thousands 
from their homes. 

4 Similar iack of insinht plagues German police trying to stop 
the wave of arson attacks. There are only a handful of Turkish er 
Kurdish-speaking police officers in Germany. 

The federal government banned the FKK in November 1994, and has 
arrested several of its leaders in Germany. But the attacks have 
only increased. the fact that right-wing racists have alsa 
Tirebombed Turkish installations complicates polite investigations. 
“~faan~lak) ¢ 
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roa BC-Germany-Anti-Turkhrsoe istid-Writethru Wi-e#S 412 
288 int ank fru frup 
“BU-Germany-Anti-furk Arson, ist id-Wratethru 
“Six Arson Attacks on Turkish Establishments, Two Arrests ¢ 
“Eds: CORRECTS Gay in ist, Srd gras < 

STUPPGHR!I, Germany (HF) Five builGanges connected with Turkish 
anterests, pilus a travel bureau advertising trios to jurkeyv, were 
damaged in aoverniont arsen attacks in southern Germany. and police 
Blamed supporters of Kurdish militants on juesday. 

No One was injured. Folice estimated Gamage at 14, va marks 
(dirs /2€,4@W0) in the attacks extending from resort towns near the 
bBWwIisSs border north to near Heitbronn, SW kilometers (51 miies) north 
of Stuttgart. 

fwe suspects were arrested tuesday, but police rerused to give 
any dGetaiis about them, or indicate whether they were supperters oF 
the outiawecd Kurdish Workers Farty known as FHKE. 

The Stuttgart presecutor'’s atfice said the investigaticn was 
continuing but the Circumstances pointed to supporters of FHKK, a 
group accused by the Turkish government of terrorist acts in its 
Taght for a separate Kurdish homeland. Supporters of the group have 
been accused in the past of arson attacks on furkish-connected 
tarnets in Germany. 

Ali the latest attacks occurred in the scuthwestern state of 
Baden~Wuerttemberg between il p.m. (2iMa omt) Monday and 1i:2a a.m. 
Tuesday (23@u gmt Monday), police said. 

Folice said the attacks included: 

_ @ flammable liquid ignited in the corrider of a builidiann that 
Hheuses a Turkish prayer room in fuebingen; 

_ extensive damage to the rooms of a furkish workers’ asscociatio 
in Friedrichshaven, on the Boden See; 

._ two Moiostov cocktails thrown through the window of a turkish 
travel bureau without igniting, in Nuertingen, seuth of Stuttgart; 

 & Molotov cocktail that police were abie to extinguish ina 
Turkish football clubhouse in Brackenheim near Heilbronn; 

_ A flammable compound that ignited, in a travei bureau in 
Freiburg where a pester advertising trips to Turkey was posted: 

Hn arson attack anaainst a turkish Site in Singen.,. noertmwest oF 

Konstanz. 

FMohace aiso arrested 15 furkish ieftists on Moncgay naght. arter 
the Bremen offices of the RIL television network were cccupied, and 
two workers hHeid captive for several hours. The cecupiers cdenmanden 7 
that a statement be breadcast on alleged disappearances of lLertists 
mn furkey. Ali but two of the arrested were freed but all were 
charged with trespassing, deprivation or liberty and coercion, 
police said. 
“Clak) ¢ 
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‘MU-Germany-Solangen. ist Ld-Wratethru 

“two Years After Murder of S&S Turks, Justice Uncertain < 

EGS: LCURRECIS an end graf that a niece was Kiliied < 

“With AK Phetes DUST 14 ¢ 

BY HANUREHS KREHNULT= 

“HSSOCiated Kress Writer= 

SBULUINGEN, Germany iH) iwa years arter a Tire set by 
Hhate-Tilled youths ruined her iife, the matriarcn of a damaged 
iurkish Tamiiyvy iaid a wreath Tor the victims Monday and demanded 
liafe in prison for the criminais. 

LiG6&!2ng AaArOmgUMents were expected as eariy aS THIS Week Ah the 
murder trial stemming from the May <y., 1994, arson Tire that kilied 
Meviude tbenc’s two daunhters. two granddaughters and a niece 
Visiting from turkey. 

Every Gav and every hour we iive wath suTrtering. aS iT we 
Gurselves Nad Gied,’' Mrs. tenc said. i want the criminals te 
spend their Llaves in jaii.’' 

ime Solingen arson ATTACK was the crest ot a wave oT 
antai-Toreigner crime in reunited Germany and the singie worst act of 
violence. it set aff days of protests and helped spur a crackdown on 
far-right groups. 

Four youths were arrested within a week But their wusrit isn't 
clear. Christian Riher, 16, admitted guilt But after changing his 
story severai times now ciaims He acted aiane. 

Markus Gartmann, <S. withdrew his canfessiocn last month. the 
ether two youths, Felix Koehnen,. 1/7, and Christian Huchhoeiz. “il. 
deny responsibility. A three-judge panel will decide whem te convact 
and how te sentence. 

Mrosecutoars claim the youths torched the house with oasoline, bu 
no traces of any accelerant were found. the defense has poked hales 
an the prosecutor's time-frame for the murders. 

ihe part German authorities may unwittingly have olayed in 
BNHCOUrAGAngG just the Hind of Crime they were trying to prevent 
remains an unanswered questian of the trial. ithe youths frequented a 
raioht-wing martial arts ciub run by a government soy. Herna bchmitt. 

Whether Gut of Tar-right conviction er tae enceurage extremist 
CLiLents an order to spy on them. the os—-year-ciad dsbehmatt traanea 
ciluG members in anti-Troreigner defense. Hnd wartwann. Koennen ana 
Hucnmolz ail tack courses. 

HHGuUt cil people attended a memoriai bBbunday night aracund the 
Mmaiisiaide lot where the benc Heuse Gncee stocd in Solingen, cv 
KHiitometers tick miies) north at tColaonne. 

ine HDurnecg out remains oft the house were Gemoiasnead iate an iAYvYs 
and ali that remains 1S & Marker stone with the names or the 
Victims. 


Mires, tenc iost her Gaughters Guersun. ch. and Hatice,. Ii: 
granddaughters Huelya 9 and Suyime 4; and her niece tbuelestan, tic. 

{Aa-it) 
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“*“HC-Germany-Solingen, 2nd Ld-Writethru 

“Letter Claims Turk Responsible For Solingen Attack< 
“Eds: Leads with 5S grafs with alleged letter-writer 
claiming he didn’t write the letter< 

“With AP Photos< 

“Hy ARTHUR ALLEN= 

‘Associated Press Writer= 

HONN, Germany (AP) _ A bombshell hit Germany’s biggest 
murder trial Wednesday when a letter arrived in court 
saying the arson fire that killed five people two years 
ago was set by a Turk, not by the four right-wingers on 
trial. 

. But one of the two people whose name was signed to the 
letter later denied having written it, said Judge Wolfgang 
Steffen. 

The notarized letter arrived as Steffen was wrapping 
up the trial and preparing for final statements. It was 
signed by two Turkish men from Berlin who are known to the 
court, Steffen said. 

But two hours later, Steffen said he had contacted one 
of the Turkish men and he denied having written any such 
letter. The notary whose name was attached could not be 
jJocated, Steffen said. 

Steffen had read out the contents of the letter to the 
court but did not release the names on the letter to 
reporters. 

Four youths have been on trial for more than a year in 
the May 29, 1993 firebombing in Solingen, northwest of 
Bonn, which killed five girls and women and has been 
considered the worst act of right-wing violence since 
German unification. 

The arson attack occurred at a time when right-wing 
radicals were setting fires and attacking foreigners 
across Germany with increasing intensity. The murders set 
off a week of riots by outraged Turks in Solingen, and 
spurred a government crackdown on the far-right. 

The trial has been beset by contradictions from the 
beginning. One of the four suspects has confessed but is 
considered by court psychiatrists to be a pathological 
liar. Another suspect gave and later retracted a 
confession. The other two suspects claim innocence. 

The fax said a Turkish man had firebombed the house 
because he blamed someone who lived in it for the rape of 
his wife, and because someone in the house owed him 
125,000 marks (dirs 88,000). 

(aa) 
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“BC—-Turkey-Germany ¢ 

“German Activists Expelled < 

ISTANBUL, Turkey (AP) —- Eleven German activists were 
expelled from Turkey on Tuesday following their arrest on 
the weekend, authorities said. 

A court in Diyarbakir, 1,4@2 kilometers (875 miles) 
southeast of here, ordered their expulsion Monday after 
their arrest during a demonstration in Silvan township, 
east of Diyarbakir. 

The Germans, a group of social workers, politicians 
and a journalist, were protesting Sunday what they claimed 
was the arrest of 8@ people by the Turkish army in the 
nearby Kurdish village of Kurucayir. 

They were arrested on charges of staging an 
unauthorized demonstration. Turkish laws require 
permission from local authorities for manifestations of 
the kind. 

Prior to their departure from Istanbul’s Ataturk 
International Airport, the activists identified themselves 
as members of human rights organizations and unions and 
said, in a statement, they were told by German 
parliamentarians that “‘security forces had arrested and 
tortured people at Kurucayir village. We demonstrated for 
the release of those people whom we believed to be 
innocent. We did not know what we did was a crime.’’ 

They boarded a Turkish Airlines plane for Frankfurt, 
officials said. 

“{AB) ¢ 
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“HU-Germany-Kurds Demonstratian ¢ 
“Pd, 224 Frotest furkish Hetion Against Kurds ¢ 
“HE Fhoteos DUSI@i-lde ¢ 

DUESSELDOURF, Germany (He) Some cv. Wu peaopie marched through 
downtown Duesseldorf Saturday ta protest iurkey’s latest military 
action anainst Kurds. 

the protesters carried signs that denounced the turks and biamed 
western Eurcpean nations for doaing nothing to stop fiurkey’s invasion 
oT nerthern iraq that began March wu. 

jurkey has said that rebel Kurdish grougs fightang for autonomy 
are a& grave threat to internal security. 

““Stop the massacre in Kurdistan.,.’' one S30n Said. and ~ the 
Turkish State Massacres —- EU Looks Un.’’ 

Folice, who were out in force to prevent possibie vigcience, 
estimated <<, 44a pecple were in the two-kilometer (1.2 mile) Lane of 
preesters, whe began marching at about noon. 

Folice said there were no incidents of unruliness. 

Rt the beginning of the march, one Kurdish protester speaking 
over a public address system, demanded Germany Lift its ban of the 
Turkish Workers Party (PKK), which Germany prociaimed a terrorist 
organization in late 1993 after a series cf fire bombings and ather 
ViGcient attacks against Turkish businesses. 

‘*The PKK is cur only hope,’’ the speaker shouted. ‘ihe KKAK has 
established us as people.'!’ Police locked on, but did nothing to 
stop the speaker as demonstrators applauded and shouted approval. 

Some 444, @40 Kurds live in Germany, most of them refrupees Trom 
fiohting in their homeland, whe have fled to large cities such as 
Coleone, Duesseiderf and Frankfurt to escape the viotience. 

But the vicleince has followed. in the past two weeks, there nave 
been aimost nightiy firebombings against Turkish travei agencies, 
meeting halis and businesses. Foalice Blame most of the attacks on 
Kurds. 

the demonstration came a Gay atter turkish troops reportediy 
Killed £9 Kurdish reGels in southeastern Turkey near the iraqi 
border. 

Some 35,404 Turkish troops are taking part 3h attacking Kurdash 
guerrilla camps in northern Iraq, officials say. 

the Unated States na western European nations have protested the 
Turkish action, demanding that Turkey, a NAIO ally, observe human 
raghts and insure civilians do not become victims in the fightang. 

Ht the same time the western nations have insisted that lurkey 
has & right toa take action against terrorist ocroups threatening that 
nation’s stability. 

“<{pb-lLak) ¢ 
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“BorGermany-turkey, ist Ld-Wratethru 
“New German Sanctions Hoainst turkey to Stop iraq invasicn ¢ 
“rds: CURRECTS from tanks to armored vehicies, raises the number from 
46 to 149 and adjusts size of deal; UPDATES with further detaiis, 
quotes, adds byline ¢ 
“With AE Fhotes ¢ 
“Ry ARTHUR ALLEN= 
“Hesociated Press Writer= 

BUNN, Germany (HH) —§ Stepping up pressure on fiurkey tao withara 
its army from northern traq, Germany canceled the delivery of io 
armored vehicies and other war materiel to the NHIU aily., officiais 
said Wednesday. 

Germany 15 furkey’s top European aiiy. its ilarngest trading 
partner and in the past its largest arms provider. strains nave 
deveicped over treatment of minorities in both countries. 

fhe German pariiament on fuesday suspended 154 million marks 
(dirs 14m maiiion) in Subsidies to shipyards bualding two frigates 
Tor furkey until Ankara ends its S35, 4@Ud—-man invasion of iraGg tea 
destroy Kurdish separatist camps. 

late iuesday, Chancellor Helmut Kohl's Cabinet stopped the 
Gelivery of another 1535 miliion marks (dirs lw/ million) worth of 
Supplies inciuding armored vehicies for the engineering corps, a 
supply ship, radics and spare parts. 

fhe materiei was to have been delivered in the next three mont 
as the iast anstaliment of a 1.5 Billion mark tidirs 1.45 ballion) 
lyvow military grant sending cid NAITO and former btast German tanks, 
weapons and munition ta turkey. 

HeTtore aid is restored, turkey must haeit its invasion of northe 
iraq, stop human rights abuses and resolve its cenriict with the 
Kurds through political means, Foreinon Minister Kiaus Kankel toid 
reporters Wednesday. 

Turkey has said the operation against the Marxist Kurdistan 
Workers Farty, known by its Kurdish initials PKK, could last a year. | 

“*We'ii withdraw from northern iraq when the operation 15 a 
Turkish Ambassador Unur Oymen said in the Stuttgarter Nachrichten 
newspaper on Wednesday. 

Countering Germany's charnes of rights abuses. he demanded that 
German police put an end to the more than Y4@ Tirebombings oF fiurkash 
mosques, cultural centers and travel anencies in Germany this month. 
Security officials have blamed mast of the attacks on FKK activists 
in Germany. 

‘*] Find 21t ancomprehensiable that despate the number or attacks 
the police have come up with virtually noe leads,’’ Uymen said. me 
Stopping the attacks Means Putting a police Car in front of every 
masque, they should do it.’’ 

turks have been emigrating to Germany since the ivoWs ana with 
population ef #£ million are Germany’s largest minority. More than 
BUNA, Uv work in Germany and oniy 45, @4W cet pensions. makinn them 
streng net cantributeors toe the economy. 

Ket ‘Germany and turkey don’t understand each other’’ when iat 
comes to dealing with the FKK, said Cigdem HkKaya of the Center far 
furkish Studies in Essen. 

turkey has diffacuity understanding how Germans can express 
cutrage at PKK attacks in Germany, yet fail tea suppert the anti-hik 
operation in northern iraq, Akkaya said. 

{aa-it>) 
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“BU-Germany-Turkey, ist Ld-Writethru 
“Germany Suspends Fart cf Weapons Deal in Response ta furkish 
invasioen ¢ 
“bods: Leads tao UPDATE with details on deai in end graf. further 
Turkish comment on iraq situation in 6th graf. Picks up /th graf, 
“Terkish offaiciais ... 4 
“By ARTHUR ALLEN= 
“Hesociated Press Writer= 

BONN, Germany (AF) — Foreign Minister Kiaus Kankeli on Monday 
effectively suspended military sales to furkey to pretest its 
AnVASICNHN of northern iraa. 

Kankel said ist miiliaon marks {dirs 1W5 maiiion) an Bpoevernment 
subsidies to German shipbuilders, part of an Sut mililion-mark ‘dirs 
SoU mailaon)d) deal to seli German frigates to turkey, would be 
suspended while a parliamentary committee reviews it. 

Germany has been one of jiurkey’s bignest arms suppliers in the 
past but has no other pending military aid. 

Kankel said he was “‘shoecked’’ by Turkish Fresident buieyman 
Demirel’s remark in an interview with the Hssociated Fress on 
baturday that the invasion aimed at Kurdish separatist camps in 
nerthern iraq could last a year. 

“THis 1258 not good news,'’* Kinkel said. “the turkish troops mm 
be withdrawn as quickly as possible. The longer they stay the worse 
at wiil get.’’ 

Kainkeli said Demirel had toid him in Hnkara last week that the 
operation would be ended as soon as possible. But an aide to 
Demirel, Umer Tarkan, said Demirel aise had toid Kiankel that it 
could last a year. 

Turkish officiais have been warned that the operation will dame 
their relations with Europe and could held up a major trade 
agreement with the European Union that must be approved by the 
European Parliament before it gces inte effect Jan. 1, Kinkel said. 

Germany is Turkey's closest European aily, but the reiationshir 
has been strained by far-right attacks against some of the << miilion 
furks iLlaving ain Germany, and most recentiy by an outbreak of 
Turk-on-Turk violence in German cities. 

Maiitant Kurds have been blamed for most of the 9v attacks 
against lurkish mosques, travel bureaus and cultural centers over 
the past several weeks. 

fhe attacks have infuriated German police officiais, whe see ne 
reason they should tolerate Turkish political violence. Mut the 
oovernment has hesitated to deport militant Kurds hecause of reports 
eof terture and abuse by Turkish security forces. 

The invasion of northern iraq has boosted the stock of German 
liberals whe oppose deportations, saying the Kurds face persecution 
an fiurkey. 

the ocovernment has been divided over how to deai with the Kurds 
Labor Minister Norbert Bluem said in an editorial published Monday 
that fturkey was treating the Kurds ‘‘worse than animais.?' 

Germany is Turkey’s largest arms supplier but a clause in the 
agreement prohibits turkey from employing German weapons to put down 
Civil strife in Kurdistan or elsewhere. 

Hankel said his office was investigating an ARD television repc 
Friday that old East German tanks were being used in the invasion of 
northern iraq. 

Turkish officiais had assured him during a visit to Hnkara last 
week that no German weapons were in use in the Kurdish area, Kinkel 
Said. 

Sax Germans and a Heligian arrested near Turkey’s iraaga border 
wiil be released Monday, Kinkel said. 

“<ManrLak) ¢ 
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“BU-Germany-Turkey, ist Ld-Writethru 
“Germany Suspends Fart of Weapons Deal in Response to furkish 
invasion ¢ 
“bods: Leads to UFDATE with details on deal in end grat, further 
Turkish comment on {iraq situation in 6th graf. Picks up /th graf, 
“Turkish officials ... ¢ 
“By ARTHUR ALLEN= 
“Hssoeociated FMress Writer= 

BUNN, Germany (HR) Foreign Minister Kiaus Kinkel on Monday 
effectively suspended military sales to furkey to protest its 
invasion of northern iraq. 

Kinkeli said 15@ miilion marks (‘dirs 145 miiiion) in savernment 
subsidies te German shipbuilders, part of an Sut million-mark (dirs 
Sov maiilion) deai to seii German frigates to iurkey, would be 
suspended while a parliamentary committee reviews it. 

Germany has been one of Turkey's biggest arms suppliers in the 
past but has no other pending military aid. 

Kankel said he was ~“‘shocked’’ by turkish Fresident Suleyman 
Demairei’s remark in an interview with The Hssociated Press oan 
Saturday that the invasion aimed at Kurdish separatist camps in 
nerthern iraq could last a year. 

““This is not good news,’" Kinkel said. “‘Tthe turkish troops m 
be withdrawn as quickly as possible. The longer they stay the worse 
at will get.'’ 

Kainkei said Demirel had told him in Ankara last week that the 
operation would be ended as scon as possible. But an aide to 
Demirel, Omer Tarkan, said Demirel aise had toid Kinkel that it 
could last a year. 

Turkish officiais have been warned that the operation wail dame 
their relations with Europe and could held up a major trade 
agreement with the European Unicon that must be approved by the 
European Parliament before it goes into effect Jan. 1, Kinkel said. $y 

Germany is Turkey’s closest European aliy. but the relationshift 
has been strained by far-right attacks against some of the < million 
furks Living in Germany, and most recentiy by an outbreak of 
furk-on-Turk violence in German cities. 

Malitant Kurds have been biamed for most of the 9U attacks 
against Turkish mosques, travel bureaus and cultural centers over 
the past several weeks. 

the attacks have infuriated German police officials. whe see ne 
reason they should tolerate furkish political violence. Hut the 
government has hesitated to deport militant Kurds because of reports 
of torture and abuse by Turkish security forces. 

The invasion of northern iraq has boosted the stock of German 
liberals who oppose deportations, saying the Kurds face persecution 
an Jurkey. 


——. 


The povernment has been divided over how to deal with the Kurds 
Labor Minister Norbert Aluem said in an editorial published Menday 
that Turkey was treating the Kurds “‘worse than animais.'' 

Germany is Turkey’s largest arms supplier but a clause in the 
agreement prohibits Turkey from employing German weapons to put down 
Civil strife in Kurdistan or elsewhere. 

Kankel said his office was investigating an ARD television repe 
Friday that old East German tanks were being used in the invasion of 
northern Iraq. 

Turkish officials had assured him during a visit to Hnkara last 
week that no German weapons were in use in the Kurdish area, Kinkel 
Said. 

Sax Germans ang a Helgian arrested near Turkey's iraqi border 
will be released Monday, Kinkel said. 
“f{aan~lak) ¢ 
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“HU-Germany-furkey 
“germany investinatinn Whether lurkey Using berman-Sbupplied Hrms 
HOAINSt Kurds ¢ 
BREMEN, termany (HK) Germany 158 checking whether ifiurkey, 
contrary tG its assertions, i585 USING berman~suBpplied weapons in its 
CAaMOAILON anarnst Kurdish Tiainhnters in northern iraa, roreion Mianaster 
Hilaus KHainkel said Saturday. 
Kankel told reporters during a conference af his Free Vemocrati 
Harty in Bremen that Germany had to Keep its criticism of fturkey’s 
antav-Kurdish drive within bounds ‘“'when one doesn’t have one’s own 
mouse in order’’ a reference to a wave Gf attacks on furkish 
interests in Germany by Kurdish militants. 
Kinkel said the German Defense Ministry was looking inte report 
that jiurkey 15 using German~-supplied BHIik-bW@ HME armored personnedi 
carriers in its offensive. 
Under & bilateral agreement, Turkey 15 to use German~-Suppliied 
weapons only to ward off an invasion, not in its war against 
Separatist Kurds. 
Kinkel was in Turkey earlier in the week with the foreigsn 
ministers of Spain and France toa present the furkish government with 
the burcpean Union’s view that the miiitary Grive inte iraag shoulia 
be ended as soon as possible and that Human rights anc ) 
shouid be protected from harm. 
(it) 
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“BU-Germany-Turkey, ist Ld-Writethru 
“Germany Investigating Report Turkey Using German-Supplied Arms 
Against Kurds ¢ 
“Eds: UPDATES with more comments from Kinkel; CORRECIS that weapon in 
question is an armored personnel carrier ¢ 

BONN, Germany (AK) Germany said Friday it is investigating 
allegations that Turkey is using German-supplied weapons against 
Kurdish fighters holed up in northern Iraq. 

The ARD television network on Friday contended that turkey has 
deployed German-supplied BIR 64 FRE armored personnel carriers in 
its new offensive. 

Under a bilateral anpreement, Turkey is to use German-suppired 
weapons only to ward off an invasion, not in its war against 
separatist Kurds. 

Foreign Manister Kiaus Kinkel said the government wiil examine 
BARD footage to determine if weapons that are shown were delivered by 
Germany. 

Kankel saad he believes furkey’s assurances it 25 not using 
German weapons against Kurds. If this preves untrue, Kinkel said, 
Germany will use ‘‘ail means to nip thas ain the bud.'’ 

The eppoesiticon Social Democrats demanded that the terman 
noavernment shelve plans to build frigates for the turkish navy. 

‘“There is only once way to prevent weapons from being used’’ 
against Kurds and that’s “‘making sure they are not delivered in the 
first place,’’ said Guenter Verheugen, the Sccial Democrats’ 
parliamentary whip. 

“<tp-ns) ¢ 

ARAL D-@5-24-95 IGi1 SGPT ¢ 








ANLO/27-~-~—-= 

uolk msokoermansve Wises Wiss 
ank fTrug 
“msgok german sve ¢ 
“fC~-Pburkey-Kinkel ¢ 
“HMankei Meets with Kurdish bDeputies ¢ 

HNKARA, furkey (AF) German Foreinon Manaister Kiaus Kanked’ 
expressed unhappiness over a Kurdish viclence in Germany during his 
meetings with furkish Kurdish politicians here on thursday. 

Kinkel was here to j601n a European Union meeting with turkey. 
Uther participants were foreion ministers Alain Juppe of France and 
Javier Solana of Spain, together with Hans van den Broek, foreign 
affairs chief at the EU’s executive commission. 

Kainkel toid the Kurdish politicians that the Kurdish viclence 
upset the Germans who sought for their extradition, Fenmi isikiar, a 
former parliamentarian, told reporters. 

three Kurdish deputies aiso joined the meeting with Hankel. 

““Tf the violence leads such a reactien by the German pecpie, i 
BEANS it iS Hot Serving any good to the Kurds. Thus, it must be 
averted, ’’ Kinkel said. 

Suspected Kurdish extremists have attacked flurkish interests 3n 
dozens of German communities in the past week. 

(za) 
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“BC-Germany-Kurds, 3rd Ld-Writethru 
“New Attacks In Germany On Kurdish New Year; Suspected PKK Leader 
Hrrested ¢ 
“rds: AMs. updates with arrest of a& suspected PKK leader, other 
Getails; correct leftist group’s initials to DHKP-C ¢ 
“He Fhote BONLTaS ¢ 
“By TERRENCE PETTY= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

BONN, Germany (AP) — Arsonists firebombed two banks and other 
Turkish targets early Tuesday, and police arrested an alleged iteader 
of a Kurdish separatist group blamed for a month of anti-Tturkish 
attacks. 

The Kurdish New Year started out vicientiy in Germany with 
gasoline bombs tossed at a Turkish bank in Cologne, another in 
Gelsenkirchen, a Turkish travel agency in Berlin, and a Turkish 
cultural center in the Bavarian town of Erlenbach. 

The Berlin travel agency was gutted, German television reported, 
but damage from the other attacks was miminal. 

At least iS people were arrested across Germany as police tried 
to put an end to the viclence. 

Federal officiais say most of the firebombings can be biamed on 
the Kurdistan Workers’ Party, or PKK, which has been fighting for a 
separate hameland in southeastern Turkey since 1984. 

About 34@ Kurdish demonstrated in Munich and some 134@ in Bonn 
protested Turkey's military offensive in northern Iran against 
Kurdish separatists holed up there. 

Munich police raided secret offices of the KKK, which has been 
cutlawed in Germany. Police arrested an alleged ©<9-year-cid FKK 
leader, his wife and seven other Kurds and seized reams of HK 
propaganda. 

Bernd Schmidbauer, intelligence aide to Chancelicr Heimut Koni, 
conceded for the first time that along with Kurds, German right-wing 
radicais have aiso likely been involved in the anti-furkish 
Violence. 

““We can assume that one radical-right attack or more is 
lurking’’ behind over 8@ attacks carried out since Feb. 1i7, 

Schmidbauer said. 

Some of the other crimes can be attributed to extreme-ie&rt 
Turkish organizations, he said. 

Three Kurds at the Munich protest were arrested for possessing 
banned FKK literature. 

In Bonn, a Se-year-ocid Turk of the Muslim Hiewite faith contesse 
to police that he had firebombed a mosque a day earlier. The man 
said he threw the gasoline bemb to avenge Alewites killed in riots 
in Turkey. 

Two other suspected firebombers were arrested elsewhere. Folice 
did not say whether they are Kurds. 

Folice said the bombers in Erlangen ieft behind a flag bearing 
the letters DHKF-C, the initials of a splinter group of the far-left 
Turkish organization Devrimci Soi, banned in Germany in 1985. 

A flag bearing the symbol of Devrimci Sol also was found cutside 
the Gelsenkirchen bank that was firebombed. 

The protesting Kurds in Munich and Bonn demanded that the German 
government abandon its efforts to deport to Turkey Kurds who are 
jailed for offenses ranging from entering Germany illegally to 
terrorism. 

Most German states are resisting the federal government’ s 
deportation demands because cf reports that Kurds jailed in lurkey 
have been tortured by police. 

“<tp-1t) ¢ 
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“BC-Germany-Sclingen Trial, ist Ld-Writethru 

“Defendant in Sclingen Trial Withdraws His Confession < 

“Eds: UFRDATES throughout with additional details. quotes, adds 

byline ¢ 

“By ANDREAS REHNOLT= 

“Hssociated Press Writer= 

DUESSELDURF, Germany ‘(‘AK) The oniy defendant who had made a 
clear confession in the arson murder of five Turks withdrew it 
Tuesday, saying he had nothing to do with Germany's deadiiest 
right-wing attack. 

The statement by 2o-year-cid Markus Gartman threw the already 
shaky case into confusion. The yearlong trial has been disrupted by 
contradictory testimony and revelations that a oovernment spy had 
run a right-wing social club where three of the four defendants tock 
karate lessons. 

the May 29, 1993 arson attack on a three-story house in Solingen 
killed two women and three little giris and badly scarred two other 
children. Turks rioted in several German cities, spurring the 
government to sharper measures against right-wing violence. 

Gartman had confessed to the crime and implicated three other 
defendants. He said Tuesday that he confessed late in 1993 because 
his court-appointed attorney, Sigmund Benecken, implied there was no 
way he would escape prison and promised him a light sentence. 

“*My confession wasn't true,'' Gartman said. ~“*i got myseif inte 
a mess that [I couldn't get out of."’ 

“A bomb has just fallen in the courtrocom,’’ said Judge Wolfgang 
Steffen in the North Rhine-Westfalia state court. 

Gartman gave few other detaiis But was to testify again next 
week. Benecken immediately resigned from the case. Steffen said he 
Feund it hard to believe Gartman's clain. 

the court relies heavily on Gartman’s confession because it lack 
physical evidence linking the defendants to the crime. 

Felix Koehnen, 17, and Christian Buchholz, i, both deny they hac 
anything to do with the murders. fhe fourth suspect, i8-year-old 
Christian Riher, first blamed two skinhead men, then biamed the 
other three defendants, and most recentiy claimed he acted alone. 

Frosecutors say that Koehnen, Buchholz and Gartman, after a nagh 
of drinking and a fight with two Yugoslav men, met up with Koehnen _ 
whe lives across the street from the victims and decided toa set 
fire to the Turkish families’ house. 

They sprayed lighter fiurd on the entrance to the house and then 
set the fire with a box of newspapers, according to prosecutors. 

“taa-tp) ¢ 
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“BO-Germany~-Kurds 
“Government Official: Police Must Beef Up Protection OF Turkish 
Interests ¢ 

BONN, Germany (AP) — A government official on Monday accused 
German police of giving inadequate protection fer Turkish interests 
against suspected Kurds whe have carried cut a week of firebombings. 

Late Sunday night, the bombers added Bonn to a list of dezens of 
German cities where they have struck in the past seven days. Someone 
threw a gascline bomb against the facade cf a Bonn mosque, damaging 
& window, police said. 

Cornelia Schmalz-Jacobsen, the federal government’s commissioner 
on foreigner matters, charged that police have been lax in warding 
off attacks against Turkish travel agencies, mosques and meeting 
places. 

‘These facilities could certainly be protected more 
effectively,’’ she said on the ARD television network’s morning talk 
show. 

The Turkish Embassy has demanded that German police beef up 
security for potential targets. 

Folice suspect the firebombers are supporters of the banned 
Kurdistan Workers Party, which has been fighting for a separate 
Kurdish homeland in southeastern Turkey since 1944. 

The Turkish Embassy said Saturday that more than /€@ anti-Turkish 
attacks have been carried out in Germany since Jan. 1. About =& 
million Turks live in Germany. About a quarter of them are Turkish 
Kurds. 

Klaus Steffenhagen, deputy chairman of the German Folice Union, 
defended law officials by saying it is a huge task to protect ail 
the potential targets in Germany. 

He demanded that Kurdish militants already ian German jaris be 
immediately deported because that would send a signal ta the 
firebombers. 

H debate between the federal government and Germany’s states ove 
whether the jailed Kurds could face torture in Turkey is holding up 
their extradition. 

Federal police fear that the firebombings may be leading up te 
broader unrest on the Kurdish New Year, which is Tuesday. Un the 
last New Year, militant Kurds in Germany blockaded reads and fought 
with police. 
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“BRC-Germany-Kurds 
“Firebombings Against Turkish Interests Don’t Let Up ¢ 

BONN, Germany (AFD — The German government threatened to get 
teugh with extremist Kurds, whe are suspected of threwing firebombs 
at Turkish travel agencies in a sixth night cf viclence. 

In an interview printed Sunday in the Welt am Sonntag newspaper, 
Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel said ‘‘cour country is net a playground 
for criminais’’ and the firebombers will be deported when they are 
caught. 

Gasoline bombs were tossed Saturday night at a Turkish travel 
agency in the northern city of Muenster and another in 
Oestrich-Winkel in central Germany, police said. 

A firebomb was also hurled at a Turkish grocery store in 
Geislingen in southern Germany. Damage was minimal in all three 
attacks, police said. 

Twe men tried te smash in the glass door of a Turkish travel 
agency in Goeppingen near Stuttgart and ran off when spotted by 
passers-by. 

Suspected Kurdish extremists have attacked Turkish interests in 
dozens of German communities in the past week. 

Folice suspect the culprits are supporters of the Kurdistan 
Workers Party, which has been fighting for a separate Kurdish 
homeland in southeastern Turkey since 1984. 

The Turkish embassy demanded over the weekend that German police 
do a better job of protecting Turkish interests and appealed ta 
Turks living in this country not to seek revenge against Kurds. 
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“BC-Germany-Firebombings 

“Suspected Kurds Strike For A Fifth Might; Turkish Embassy 
Demands Better Protection< 

BONN, Germany (AP) — Suspected Kurdish extremists 
firebombed a mosque in Munich and Turkish gathering places 
in two other cities in a fifth hight of violence, police 
said Saturday. 

The Turkish embassy in Bonn demanded better German 
police protection of Turkish interests. 

““It is extremely regrettable that Turkish businesses, 
mosques and associations are not being effectively 
protected,’* the embassy said in a press release. 

No one was hurt and damage was minimal in the Friday 
night violence, officials said. The two other targets were 
a Turkish sports club in Duisburg and a Turkish social 
club in Ahlen. Both cities are near Dortmund. 

The Turkish embassy said more than 78 anti-Turkish 
attacks have been carried out in Germany since Jan. 1 and 
that it is the work of supporters of the Kurdistan Workers 
Party. 

Ranned in Germany, the group has been fighting for a 
separate Kurdish homeland in southeastern Turkey since 
1984. The party is believed to have some 6,668 followers 
among the 456,868 Turkish Kurds living in Germany. 

About 2 million Turks live in Germany, making them the 
country’s largest minority. 

The embassy appealed to Turks targeted by the attacks 
not to seek revenge against Kurds but to turn to German 
police. 

The violence comes as German politicians debate 
whether to deport up to 1,000 Kurds who are sitting in 
German jails for committing terror or criminal acts or 
because their requests for political asylum have been 
turned down. 

On Friday, the German parliament voted to permit the 
deportation of jailed Kurds to Turkey, but whether they 
will actually be expelled is up to Germany’s individual 
states. 

German police say the firebombings may be connected to 
Violence in Istanbul involving Turkish police, Muslim 
extremists and members of Turkey’s Alawite sect. 

On Saturday, about 28,008 Alawites living in Germany 
demonstrated in Cologne. They held banners charging that 
they are being repressed in their homeland. They also 
protested German efforts to deport Kurds to Turkey. 

Many Kurds are also Alawites. 
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“AC-Germany-Firebombings 
“Suspected Kurds Strike For A Fifth Night; Turkish Embassy Demands 
Retter Protection ¢ ; 

BONN, Germany {APD — Suspected Murdish extremists firebombed a 
mosque in Munich and Turkish gathering places in two other cities in 
a fifth night of violence, police said Saturday. 

The Turkish embassy in Bonn demanded better German police 
protection of Turkish interests. 

“*It is extremely regrettable that Turkish businesses, mosques 
and associations are not being effectively protected,’’ the embassy 
said in a press release. 

No one was hurt and damage was minimal in the Friday night 
Violence, officials said. The two other targets were a Turkish 
sports club in Duisburg and a Turkish social club in Ahlen. Both 
cities are near Dortmund. 

The Turkish embassy said more than 7@ anti-Turkish attacks have 
been carried cut in Germany since Jan. 1 and that it is the werk of 
supporters af the Kurdistan Workers Party. 

Banned in Germany, the group has been fighting for a separate 
Kurdish homeland in seutheastern Turkey since 1984. The party is 
believed to have some 6,@@A followers among the 45@,@@A@ Turkish 
Kurds living in Germany. 

About 2 million Turks live in Germany, making them the country’s 
largest minority. 

The embassy appealed te Turks targeted by the attacks not to see 
revenge against Kurds but to turn to German police. 

The viclence comes as German politicians debate whether to depor 
up to 1,282 Kurds who are sitting in German jails for committing 
terror or criminal acts or because their requests for political 
asylum have been turned down. 

Qn Friday, the German parliament voted to permit the deportation 
of jailed Kurds te Turkey, but whether they will actually be 
expelled is up to Germany’s individual states. 

German police say the firebombings may be connected toe vielence 
in Istanbul involving Turkish police, Muslim extremists and members 
af Turkey’s Alawite sect. aa * — 
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“BC-Germany-Kurds 
“Parliament Rejects Extension of Moratorium on Kurdish Deportations ¢ 
“By ARTHUR ALLEN= 
“Hsscciated Press Writer= 

BONN, Germany {APD _— After suspected Kurdish militants hurled 
firebombBs at Turkish travel bureaus and mosques for a fourth 
straight night, parliament voted Friday to preceed with deportatians 
of Kurds toa Turkey. 

The vote dees not signal an immediate start of deportations, 
however, because the decision is ultimately up to Germany’s 
individual states. 

Mest of the states are run by the cpposition Secial Democrats, 
whe say they will continue a moratorium on deportations because they 
believe militant Kurds face persecution in Turkey. 

The firebombings Thursday night hit a Turkish travel agency in 
Ulm, a mosque in Lahr and a prayer center in nearby Gegenbach, all 
in Baden-Wuerttemburg state. 

Molotev cocktails also were hurled at a German-Turkish cultural 
center in Guetersloh, in the northern state of North 
Rhine-Westphalia, and at a travel bureau south of Frankfurt. 

More than ©2@ Turkish targets have been hit this week in Germany 
and Switzerland. 

Germany’s demestic intelligence director, Eckart Werthebach, on 
Thursday blamed the Kurdistan Workers’ Party, known by its Kurdish 
initials PRK, for the attacks. . 

Germany in 1993 banned the greup, which is believed to have some 
6,200 followers among the 45@,@@@ Turkish Kurds living in Germany. 

The 2 million Turks living in Germany are the country’s largest 
minority. 

Germany must take more steps to protect Turks in Germany ‘‘in th 
interest of preventing damage to the climate of tolerance and 
peaceful coexistence of Germans and foreigners in our land,'’' said 
Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel. 

He addressed his remarks to Interior Minister Manfred Kanther, 
whe is from a different political party. Kanther and ather hard-line 
peliticians have been demanding the immediate deportations of 
foreigners involved in violent crimes. 

But liberals have argued the Kurds face torture and death if 
returned to Turkey. They argue that those guilty of violent crime 
should be punished in Germany rather than deported. 

Friday’s parliament bill, defeated by 333-3@7, would have 
extended the moratorium on deportations. It was presented by the 
Secial Democrats and Alliance 9@-Greens, who want parliament toa 
first complete hearings on the human rights situation in Turkey. 

Kanther says Kurds as a@ group are not threatened in Turkey and 
the Bonn government contends that existing case-by-case examinations 
of requests for political asylum are enough of a guarantee of human 
rights for the Kurds. 
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“BC-Germany-Turkey-Attacks, ist Ld-Writethru 
“Turkish Businesses Again Come Under Attack ¢ 
“AP Fhate FRAIAEH ¢ 
“Eds: UPDATES with details of other attacks, clashes in Frankfurt. 
ADDS byline, photo tag. ¢ 
“By NESHA STARCEVIC= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) — For the third night in a row, Turkish 
businesses and clubs across Germany were firebombed by suspected 
Kurdish militants. Attacks cccurred in at least seven cities, police 
said Thursday. 

The attacks caused minor damage and neo injuries, but at least tw 
officers were hurt in clashes between Kurdish militants and police 
cutside the Turkish consulate in Frankfurt. 

About 144 Kurds suddenly showed up at the censulate on a busy 
Frankfurt street and tried to storm the building, police said. 

Armed with stones, planks and paint-filled bags, the Kurds 
pummeled the police car parked in front of the consulate with 
stones, injuring two officers. 

Folice called for reinforcements and used water cannon to 
disperse the demonstrators, who were apparently protesting against a 
gevernment decision to deport Kurds denied asylum in Germany. 

Ne one claimed responsibility for the firebomb attacks, but 
police have blamed many of the previous attacks on Kurds linked te 
extortion rings or separatist militants battling for a homeland in 
southeast Turkey. 

Some 2 million Turks live in Germany, where they are the largest 
minority. About 454, @@0@ of the Turks are Kurds, roughly the same 
percentage as the Kurdish pepulation of Turkey itself. 

Germany in 1993 banned the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), the 
Marxist greup fighting fer Kurdish autonomy in Turkey. 

It has detained thousands of Kurds for deportation but has been 
frustrated in its attempts to send them home. 

Eckart Werthebach, head of Germany’s domestic intelligence 
agency, blamed PKK militants for the latest series of attacks. 

On Wednesday, the federal government lifted a temporary 
restraining order on the deportation of Kurdish militants, saying 
there was no evidence that they faced wholesale persecution. 

But decisions on deportation are up the individual states, and 
these governed by the oppesition Social Democrats will not go ahead 
with deportations, according to their officials. 

Ameng the latest attacks, assailants hurled firebombs at a 
Turkish cultural club and an adjacent Turkish-owned grocery store in 
Kassel, a Turkish travel agent in Dortmund and two travel agencies 
in Saarbruecken. 

Stones and a firebomb were thrown at a mosque in the southern 
town of Freiburg, but caused no damage. 

Attacks alse toesck place in Asslar, Dueren and Villingen. 
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“BC-Germany-Turkey, ist Ld-Writethru 
“Amid Spate OF Attacks, Government Lifts Ban On Deportation OF Kurds ¢ 
“Eds: UPDATES with lifting of moratorium, new details and quotes. 
“By ARTHUR ALLEN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

BONN, Germany (AP) — The government decided Wednesday to lift a 
moratorium on deporting Kurdish militants to Turkey, a move aimed at 
defusing a wave of violence against Turkish establishments in 
Germany. 

Manfred Kanther, the interior minister, announced the decision 
after a parliamentary committee hearing where left-wing lawmakers 
and human rights activists argued that deportees face torture and 
death in Turkey. 

Kanther said he had found no evidence of wholesale persecution o 
Kurds in Turkey. He said he has assurances deportees will not be 
mistreated. He would not say if he intends to go ahead with 
deportations for the moment. 

Burkhard Hirsch, a leader of the centrist Free Democratic Party, 
said Germany would probably deport some Kurds but allow anyone 
threatened with jail to remain. 

But it is precisely the most militant Kurds whom the federal 
government wants te expel to stop attacks on Turkish businesses, 
mosques and diplomatic offices in Germany. 

Assailants firebombed a Turkish mosque in Hamburg and Turkish 
offices in three other German cities early Wednesday in the second 
straight night of concerted violence. 

Ne one claimed responsibility, but police have blamed many cf th 
previous attacks on Kurds linked to extortion rings or separatist 
militants battling for a homeland in southeast Turkey. 

Seme 2 million Turks live in Germany, where they are the largest 
minority. About 450,@@2@ of the Turks are Kurds, roughly the same 
percentage as the Kurdish population of Turkey itself. 

Germany in 1993 banned the Kurdistan Workers’ Party, the Marxist 
greup fighting for Kurdish autonomy in Turkey. It has detained 
thousands of Kurds for deportation, but has been frustrated in its 
attempts to send them home. 

Kanther's decision came as a temporary restraining order against 
deporting Kurds elapsed and despite emotional testimony before = nt 
parliament's internal security committee. 

The chairman of the Turkish Human Rights Association, Akin 
Birdal, testified that torture and disappearances were on the rise 
in Turkey. He charged that 2 million Kurds had been driven out of 
their villages, and said 298 people died as a result of torture or 
extrajudicial executions in 1994. 

‘“The right to life has been systematically exterminated,'' he 
said. ‘‘Fundamental rights and freedoms are being constantly 
Violated.’*’ Kurds are among the world's largest ethnic groups 
without a state of their own. 

Eren Keskin, a Kurdish human rights lawyer invited to testify 
Wednesday, didn’t arrive because a warrant for her arrest was issued 
Sunday and she would have been detained, said Felahatin Okcuoglu, a 
rights activist in Istanbul. 

Keskin faces a two-year sentence for making Kurdish propaganda 
because of an article he wrote in a pro-Kurdish newspaper, said 
Okcucgliu. He said Keskin was expected to turn herself in soon. 

Kanther said the recent disturbances in Turkey wouldn’t change 
his resolve to deport Kurdish militants. 

‘*They have nothing to do with our decision,’’ he told The 
Associated Press before Wednesday's hearing. 

Kanther’s office announced Friday that Turkey’s interior 
minister, Nahit Mentese, had agreed te safeguards, including 
guaranteed legal representation for all returnees and medical 
examinations to ensure they are not mistreated. 

That did net satisfy Germany’s ombudsman for foreigners, Corneli 
Schmalz-Jaceobsen. 

**More must be done. The assurances of Turkey's intericr ministe 
are not enough for me,’’ she told ARD television on Wednesday. 

Germany is an important trade partner and weapons supplier for 
Turkey. 

About 5S@ protesters cutside of parliament waved banners saying, 
‘“*‘War with German Weapons _ Stop Genocide in Kurdistan.'’ 
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“PM—-Germany-Turkey, @482 ¢ 
“Kurdish Issue Now Center Stage in Germany Amid Attacks on 
Turks ¢ 
“Eds: Incorporates PM-Germany-Firebombings, a@S@e¢ 
“By ARTHUR ALLEN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

BONN, Germany (AP) — Parliament heard charges of human 
rights abuses in Turkey today as it debated whether to 
deport Kurds to defuse a wave of violence against Turks in 
Germany. 

Assailants firebombed a Turkish mosque in Hamburg and 
Turkish offices in three other German cities before dawn 
today in the second straight night of such attacks. No one 
was hurt. 

There was no claim of responsibility, but police have 
blamed many of the previous attacks on Kurds linked to 
extortion rings or separatist militants battling for a 
Kurdish homeland in southeast Turkey. 

Some 2&2 million Turks live in Germany, where they are 
the largest minority. About 45@,@@@ of the Turks are 
Kurds, roughly the same percentage as the Kurdish 
Population of Turkey itself. 

Germany in 1993 banned the Kurdistan Workers’ Farty, 
the Marxist group fighting for Kurdish autonomy in Turkey. 
It has detained thousands of Kurds for deportation, but 
has been frustrated in its attempts to send them home. 

The left-wing opposition charges that Kurds, one of 
the world’s largest ethnic groups without its own nation, 
face torture and death if returned to Turkey. 

A temporary restraining order against deporting Kurds 
elapsed today. The parliament’s internal security 
committee held a hearing on human rights in Turkey to help 
it decide whether to block future deportations. 

Eren Keskin, a Kurdish human rights lawyer who was 
invited to testify, didn’t arrive because a warrant for 
his arrest was issued Sunday and he would have been 
detained if he appeared at the airport, said Felahatin 
Okcuoglu, a rights activist in Istanbul. 

Keskin faces a two-year sentence for making Kurdish 
propaganda because of an article he wrote in a pro-Kurdish 
newspaper, said Okcuoglu. 

Akin Birdal, another member of Turkey’s Human Rights 
Association, testified that torture and disappearances 
were on the rise in Turkey. He charged that 2 million 
Kurds had been driven out of their villages, and said 298 
people died as a result of torture or extrajudicial 
executions in 1994, 

**The right to life has been systematically 
exterminated,’’ he said. ‘*‘Fundamental rights and freedoms 
are being constantly violated.'"! 

Burkhard Hirsch, a leader of the centrist Free 
Democratic Party, said Germany would probably deport some 
Kurds but allow anyone threatened with jail to remain. 

But the irony is that the most militant Kurds are who 
the federal government most wants to expel, to stop 
attacks on Turkish establishments in Germany. 

Manfred Kanther, the interior minister, said the 
recent disturbances in Turkey wouldn’t change his resolve 
to deport Kurdish militants. 

‘*They have nothing to do with our decision,’’ he said 
before today’s hearing. 

Germany is an important trade partner and weapons 
supplier for Turkey. 
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“BC-Germany-Turkey 
“Kurdish Issue Center Stage in Germany Amid Attacks on Turks ¢ 
“Eds: Incorporates part of BC-Germany-Firebombings ¢ 
“By ARTHUR ALLEN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

BONN, Germany (AP) — Parliament heard charges of human rights 
abuses in Turkey on Wednesday as it debated whether to deport Kurds 
to defuse a wave of violence against their Turkish enemies in 
Germany. 

Assailants firebombed a Turkish mosque in Hamburg and Turkish 
offices in three other German cities early Wednesday in the second 
straight night of such attacks. 

Ne one claimed responsibility, but police have blamed many of th 
previous attacks on Kurds linked to extortion rings or separatist 
militants battling for a homeland in southeast Turkey. 

Some 2 million Turks live in Germany, where they are the largest 
minority. About 45@,@@@ of the Turks are Kurds, roughly the same 
percentage as the Kurdish population of Turkey itself. 

Germany in 1993 banned the Kurdistan Workers’ Party, the Marxist 
greup fighting for Kurdish autenomy in Turkey. It has detained 
theusands of Kurds for deportation, but has been frustrated in its 
attempts to send them home. 

The left-wing opposition charges that Kurds, one of the world’s 
largest ethnic groups without its own nation, face torture and death 
if returned to Turkey. 

A temporary restraining order against deporting Kurds elapsed 
Wednesday, however. The parliament’s internal security committee 
held a hearing on human rights in Turkey toe help it decide whether 
to block deportations in the future. 

Eren Keskin, a Kurdish human rights lawyer who was invited tea 
testify, didn’t arrive because a warrant for his arrest was issued 
Sunday and he would have been detained if he appeared at the 
airport, said Felahatin Okcueglu, a rights activist in Istanbul. 

Keskin faces a two-year sentence for making Kurdish propaganda 
because of an article he wrote in a pro-Kurdish newspaper, said 
Okeuoglu. He said Keskin was expected to turn himself in soon. 

Akin Birdal, another member of Turkey’s Human Rights Associatis 
testified that torture and disappearances were on the rise in 
Turkey. He charged that 2 million Kurds had been driven out of their 
Villages, and said 298 people died as a resuit of torture or 
extrajudicial executions in 1994, 

‘*The right to life has been systematically exterminated,''’ he 
said. *‘Fundamental rights and freedoms are being constantly 
vViclated.'' 

Burkhard Hirsch, a leader of the centrist Free Democratic Party, 
said Germany would probably deport some Kurds but allow anyone 
threatened with jail to remain. 

But it was precisely the most militant Kurds whom the federal 
government wants to expel, te stop attack on Turkish establishments 
in Germany. 

Manfred Kanther, the interior minister, said the recent 
disturbances in Turkey weuldn’t change his resolve to deport Kurdish 
militants. 

‘“They have nothing te do with our decision,'’’ he teld The 
Associated Press before Wednesday’s hearing. Kanther wouldn’t 
disciose whether he intends to go ahead with deportations for the 
moment. 

Germany is an important trade partner and weapons supplier for 
Turkey. About S@ protesters outside of parliament waved banners 
saying, ‘‘War with German Weapons _— Stap Genecide in Kurdistan.'' 
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 “BC-Germany-Firebombings 
“Turkish Offices, Mosque, Attacked in 4 German Cities ¢ 

BERLIN (AP) —§ Assailants threw firebombs at a Turkish mosque in 
Hamburg and at Turkish offices in three other German cities in the 
second straight night ef such attacks, police said Wednesday. 

Previous outbreaks of anti-Turkish violence have been blamed on 
Kurds protesting Turkish military actions against Kurds in 
southeastern Turkey, but there was no immediate proof of 
responsibility for the latest attacks. 

Minor damage was reported from firebombings late Tuesday and 
early Wednesday in Hamburg, Frankfurt, Cologne and Ludwigshafen. 
There were no injuries. 

On Tuesday, police said Kurds were suspected of firebombings of 
Turkish travel bureaus and community centers in Berlin, Duisburg, 
Leunen and Hamburg. There were no injuries. 

The second straight night of firebombings included two attacks 
that caused littie damage in Hamburg, at a mosque and a community 
centers. In both cases, damage was confined to the exteriors. 

A Turkish travel bureau in Frankfurt suffered heavy smoke damage 
._ the same office was hit in a Feb. 2&5 wave of firebombings. The 
facade of a Turkish travel bureau in Cologne was damaged, and in 
Ludwigshafen a neighbor used a fire extinguisher to prevent much 
damage at another Turkish travel agency that was firebombed. 
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“Turkish Interests Firebombed In New Eruption OF Violence ¢ 

“Eds: UPDATES with police saying Kurds suspected, attacks apparently 
coordinated, reports of more unexploded firebombs in Berlin < 

BONN, Germany (AFP) —§ Suspected Kurdish extremists threw firebombs 
at Turkish travel agencies and at Turkish meeting places in 
apparentiy coordinated attacks in at least four German cities, 
police said Tuesday. 

The overnight viclence came two weeks after Kurdish extremists 
firebombed Turkish businesses in several German cities. Police in 
Berlin said Kurds are suspected in the latest violence as well. 

No one was hurt and one suspected firebomber was arrested. 

A Turkish travel agency in Berlin was gutted by fire after 
assailants struck there shortly before midnight, police said. 

Gasoline bombs were found at two other Turkish travel agencies if 
Berlin and at a cafe and a youth hostel frequented by Turks. None of 
these firebombs ignited, police said. 

Two firebombs were thrown against the window of a Turkish-German 
meeting center in Duisburg, near Duesseldorf, police said. 

Turkish guests whe were having a party inside the center quickly 
Geused the flames, apprehended one of the attackers, who is a Turk, 
and handed him over to police, officials said. 

Assailants firebombed a Turkish social center in Luenen, alsa 
near Duesseldorf, and two men who were inside put out the fire. 

Damage was minimal, police said. 

Firebombs were tossed in front of a Hamburg building that houses 
a Turkish travel agency and a mosque but there was no fire, 
officials said. 

Folice were not certain of the motives. 

Kurdish militants who have previously attacked Turkish interests 
in Germany over the past few years are supporters of Kurds who have 
been fighting for autonomy in southeastern Turkey since 1984. 

But Berlin police said the Monday attacks may be related to 
unrest in Istanbul involving the Alawite sect of Islam and Moslem 
fundamentalists. 
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“BC-Germany—-Turkey 
“Agreement Reached On Extraditing Kurdish Militants To Turkey ¢ 

BONN, Germany (AP) — The German government announced Friday that 
it had agreed to extradite Kurdish criminal suspects under terms it 
said would ensure they are not tortured or otherwise abused in 
Turkey. 

It did not say when it would begin extraditions. Nor did it say 
how many or which militant Kurdish separatists would be returned to 
Turkey. 

The agreement follows talks between interior ministers Manfred 
Kanther of Germany and Nahit Mentese of Turkey. It applies to 
members of the Kurdish Worker's Party (PKK), which the Bonn 
government banned in late 1993. 

The Interior Ministry made the announcement in a statement Friday 
evening. It said Turkish authorities have agreed to let Bonn know 
whether a candidate for extradition faces criminal proceedings and 
what the consequences could be, especially if the death penalty is 
involved. 

Human rights organizations charge that Kurdish separatists, who 
are fighting for autonomy in southeastern Turkey, are frequently 
tortured by Turkish security forces. 

Under the agreement announced Friday, any Kurds extradited by 
Germany would be medically examined before and after questioning by 
security officials to assure they are not mistreated, the Interior 
Ministry said. 

Suspects will also be guaranteed legal representation. 

The Turkish government also agreed to investigated any charges of 
abuse and report the results to Germany. 

A special joint commission of high officials will be created to 
oversee the process and it could include a representative of a human 
rights organization. 

The Interior Ministry said the agreement was achieved through an 
exchange of letters and that it would provide important direction 
for German courts and authorities who deal with foreign residents. 
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“BC-Germany-Kurds, ist Ld-Writethr ¢ 
“Germany Bans Kurds’ Information Clearinghouse, Calls It A Front ¢ 
ds: UPDATES with details on searches, critical comments from state 
nterior minister. 
“BE Photo BONIGS ¢ 
“By NESHA STARCEVIC= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

BONN, Germany (AP) —§ Responding to the latest series of attacks 
on Turkish-owned businesses, authorities shut down a Kurdish 
information office on Thursday and called it a front for an cutlawed 
separatist group. 

Folice closed and searched the Cologne headquarters of the 
Kurdistan Information Bureau early Thursday and tock similar action 
against its branches in five German states. 

They also also searched nine apartments belonging to bureau 






workers. 
No arrests were reported but police said that in a founding 
member’s home in Cologne they found a pistol and seven boxes of 
banners from the Kurdish Workers Party, known as the PKK. 
The violent Marxist group, which seeks Kurdish autonomy in 
southeastern Turkey, was banned by German authorities in November 
93 after a series of attacks on Turkish businesses and embassies. 
The Interior Ministry said Thursday that the Kurdistan 
Information Bureau was acting as a front for the PKK. It seized 
personal computers and copying and fax machines from the Cologne 
office. 
In a statement, the ministry said the bureau had been spreading 
the party’s propaganda and had adopted its goals. 
The bureau was a Clearinghouse for information on alleged human 
ights abuses against Kurds in Turkey and on pro-FPKK rallies in 
rmany. 
A telephone call to the office on Thursday morning went 
unanswered. Bureau members have insisted that while seeking to 
publicize the plight of Turkish Kurds they were not part of the PKK. 
Authorities said they were acting in response to the latest arson 
attacks on Turkish businesses across Germany and ‘‘constant attempts 
by PKK to circumvent the ban.’’? 
Kurdish arsonists attacked Turkish travel agencies and other 
businesses in three cities over the weekend, targeted five other 
Cities Wednesday and attacked more during the night. 
The attacks have caused minor damage and no injuries. 
The state interior minister in North Rhine-Westphalia, Herbert 
Schnoor, said that while following Bonn’s directive on closing down 
the information bureau in Duesseldorf, he had doubts about its 
effectiveness. 
‘“*The decision is not legally contestable, but the PKK won't be 
any less criminally active as a result,’’ said Schnoor, a member of 
the opposition Social Democrats. 
2. Schnocr said Germany would do better te pressure Turkey into 
emming human rights abuses against Kurds there. 
“*It would make a lot more sense when, in addition, the German 
government stopped delivering weapons to Turkey,’ he said. 
(fb-1it) 
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“BC-Germany—-Kurds ¢ 
“Germany Bans Kurds’ Information Clearinghouse ¢ 

BONN, Germany (AP) — Responding to the latest wave of Kurdish 

iclence, German authorities on Thursday banned a Kurdish 

information office, calling it a front for an cutlawed separatist 
group. 

Folice closed and raided the Cologne headquarters of the 
Kurdistan Information Bureau early Thursday and tock similar action 
against its branches in five German states. 

The Interior Ministry said the information bureau had been acting 
as a front for the Kurdish Workers Party, a viclent Marxist group 
seeking Kurdish independence from Turkey and known in Germany under 
the initials PKK. 

German authorities banned the party in November 1993 after a 
series of attacks on Turkish businesses in Germany. 

The ministry, in a statement, said the information bureau had 
been spreading the party’s propaganda and had adopted its geals. 

The bureau was a clearinghouse for information on alleged human 
rights abuses against Kurds in Turkey and on pro-FPKK rallies in 
Germany. A telephone call to the office on Thursday morning went 
answered. 

Folice also searched nine apartments belonging to the officials 

of the bureau. No arrests were reported. 

Authorities said they were acting in response to the latest arson 
attacks on Turkish businesses across Germany and ‘‘constant attempts 
by PKK to circumvent the ban.'! 

Kurdish arsonists attacked Turkish travel agencies and other 
businesses in three cities over the weekend, targeted five other 
cities Wednesday and attacked more during the night. 

The attacks have caused minor damage and no injuries. 
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“BC-Germany-Turkey-Attacks ¢ 
“Arsonists Attack Turkish Offices Across Germany ¢ 

FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) —§ Suspected Kurdish arsonists attacked 

urkish businesses in five major German cities, causing minor damage 

but no casualties, police said Wednesday. 

The targets of the attacks late Tuesday and early Wednesday were 
Turkish travel agencies or tour operators offering Turkish holidays. 

Two foreigners were arrested in Munich after the attack on a 
German travel agency that offers holiday packages in Turkey. Another 
Turkish business in Munich was also hit. Police gave no other 
details. 

Firebombings also occurred in Frankfurt, Stuttgart, Hamburg and 
Hanover, police said. In most cases, rocks and incendiary devices 
were thrown through the windows. 

Similar attacks took place over the weekend in Berlin, Cologne 
and Bremen. 

Two Turkish businesses were targeted in Frankfurt, four in 
Hamburg, three in Hanover and one in Stuttgart. 

In Hamburg and Stuttgart police found leaflets demanding a 
tourism boycott of Turkey, and leaflets in Stuttgart were signed by 
he ‘‘National Liberation Front of Kurdistan.'' 

Kurdish separatists have been fighting for autonomy in Turkey and 
Kurdish groups frequently attack Turkish businesses in Germany. 
“{(ns-tp) ¢ 
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“Federal Prosecutor Charges Three Kurds As Terrorists (¢ 
KARLSRUHE, Germany (AP) — The federal prosecutor's office on 
Tuesday said three Kurds have been charged as terrorists for 
planning and carrying out dozens of attacks against Turkish 
interests in Germany over the past several years. 
Those charged include two men identified only as Senol G., 2&4, 
and Dogan 0., 31, and a 34-year-old woman identified only as Gueler 
Y. All were members and organizers of the banned Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party (PKK), a statement from the Chief Federal Prosecutor's office 


aid. 
a The three, who were arrested between last March and July, remain 
in investigative custody. They are accused of organizing and 
carrying cut terrorist attacks in Germany from 1992 through 1994. 
Charges against the three were filed on Dec. 22, the statement 
said. No reason was given for delaying the announcement and no trial 
date was set. 
Some 1.7 million Turks reside in Germany, about 30@,@@@ of them 
are Kurds. Some 1@@,@@@ Kurdish refugees, primarily from Iraq and 
Iran, are also residents. 
The PKK, which has been fighting for an independent state in 
southeastern Turkey for more than a decade, has long been banned 
there as a terrorist organization. 
Germany banned the group in 1993 following a long string of 
volence against Turkish residents, including Kurds who decline to 
support the PKK. 
There was a series of attacks against Turkish businesses in 
Germany in 1992 attributed to Kurdish activists. Most of them caused 
only property damage. 
The viclence increased, and on June 24, 1993, some 6@@ Kurds were 
Diicivea in demolishing the offices of 8@ Turkish enterprises with 
axes and hammers almost simultanecusly throughout Germany. A group 
also invaded the Turkish consulate in Munich holding numerous 
employees hostage for hours before releasing them unharmed. 

On Nov. 4, 1993, more than 2@@ Kurdish activists carried out 
arson attacks against S9 Turkish businesses in Germany. A Turkish 
restaurant operator in the city of Wiesbaden died as a result. 

Hundreds of Kurdish activists blocked major highways throughout 
Germany between March 19-22, 1994, spraying police with burning 
gasoline when they tried to break up the demonstrations. Several 
officers and demonstrators were seriously injured. 
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“BC-Germany—-Shoeotout ¢ 
“German Folice Said Not Responsible for Sheoting Three Robbers ¢ 

GERMERSHEIM, Germany (AP) —§ Pelice bullets did not kill the thre 
men who tried te rob a Turkish club last week, and investigators 
believe a club patron or patrons were responsible, pelice said 
Monday. 

A wild sheotout erupted when two police officers, responding te 
report of a robbery in progress about 4 a.m. Saturday, entered the 
Hardcore club in this city in the southwestern state of 
Rhineland-Palatinate. 

When the smoke cleared, three of the four robbers were dead and 
policeman was down with a serious leg wound. 

Folice collected five weapons including a machine pistol and fo 
handguns, and arrested the one surviving robber. 

Though the first police report indicated the wounded police 
officer had cut down the roebbers, on Monday police spokesman Volker 
Kiein said the officer had fired only one shot, and the three 
robbers had been hit by 7.65mm bullets while the police had 9mm 
ammunition. 

One of the patrons must have done the fatal shooting, Kiein said 
refusing to say how the investigation was proceeding. It was unclear 
who had which weapon, he said. 

The robbers identified themselves as members of a militant 
Turkish group, the Turkish Communist Party-Marxist Leninist, and 
said they were taking money from the patrons for the group. 
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“Police Kill Three Robbers In Tavern Shootout ¢ 

GERMERSHEIM, Germany (AP) —§ Police killed three heavily armed 
robbers and sericusly wounded a fourth early Saturday in a shootout 
at a Turkish tavern in this Rhine River city, authorities said. 

The Turkish-speaking robbers entered the Hardcore tavern about 
a.m. and soon after began to rob patrons, one of whom got away and 
alerted police. 

When two officers arrived the robbers opened fire with a machine 
pistel and handguns, wounding one in the thigh, said 
Rhineland-Palatinate state police spokesman Michael Lindner. 

The wounded officer also had a machine pistol, though, and the 
sheateut ended with three robbers dead and the fourth wounded and 
under arrest, Lindner said. 

He had no identities for the robbers and said police had toe cal 
on translators for their investigation. 
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“BC-Greece-US~Macedonia < 

“Fresident Clinton’s Special Envoy Visits Greece, 
Macedonia < 

ATHENS, Greece (AP) _ President Clinton’s special 
envoy who is mediating between Greece and the former 
Yugoslav republic of Macedonia met with officials in 
Athens on Thursday. | 

Matthew Nimetz was due to visit Skopje on Friday to 
see if there was any breakthrough in improving relations 
between Greece and Macedonia before returning to Athens. 

“*I think that on this trip my role is to visit and 
discuss in depth what is on the table in both capitals to 
see if we can make some progress here,’’ Nimetz said. 

Greece accuses its northern neighbor of usurping the 
name Macedonia in order to lay claim to the Greek province 
with the same name. 

It slapped an embargo on Macedonia in February in 
order to force the country to drop an ancient Greek symbol 
from its flag and to change its constitution so as not to 
make what Greece says are territorial claims. 

A U.N.-mediated dialogue between the two countries has 
not yielded any compromise from either side. 
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“German Police Raids Against Kurdish Militants < 

BONN, Germany (AP) —§ Police on raided 76 apartments, offices and 
community centers in southern Germany on Thursday in a crackdown on 
a banned Kurdish group blamed for attacks on Turkish businesses in 
Germany. 

More than 35@ police tock part in the raids aimed at the Kurdish 
Workers’ Party, known by its Kurdish-language initials PKK. 

Six people were arrested and more than 3@@,@@@ marks (dirs 
18@,@@@) confiscated in Bavaria and Baden-Wuerttemberg states, 
police said. 

Germany banned the PKK, a Marxist group battling for an 
independent Kurdish state in southeast Turkey, last year after 
repeated attacks on Turkish targets that authorities said were 
PKK-orchestrated. 

The government worries about a low-intensity civil war breaking 
cut among the 2&2 million Turks living in Germany, who include about 
4@@, @@a Kurds. 

The homeland of the Kurds, one of the world’s largest stateless 
people, also includes Iraq, Iran and Syria. 

Folice have detained thousands of Kurdish protesters since the 
ban toook effect, sometimes arresting teen-age protesters just for 
wearing shirts bearing the banned six-pointed PKK star. 

On Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday night, militants firebombed 
Turkish companies in Cologne, Mainz and Ulm. 

Folice said the PKK, Turkish communists or right-wing terrorists 
might be responsible for the attacks, the latest in a campaign that 
has hit scores of Turkish businesses over the past several months. 

Some of Thursday's raids targeted associations that German 
officials claim are fronts for the PKK. They included such community 


centers as the ‘‘Kurdistan-Kurdish Independent International 
Friendship House’’ in Munich. 
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“BC-Germany-Kurds< 

“Dozens of Kurds Arrested in Protests Across Germany< 

FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) _ Hundreds of Kurds protested 
Saturday in cities across Germany against the ban of one 
ef their organizations, and police arrested dozens of 
protesters. 

Protests were staged in Hamburg, Stuttgart, Freiburg, 
Kassel, Darmstadt, Dortmund and Hanover to mark the first 
anniversary of the outlawing of PKK, the extremist party 
whose activists were responsible for arson attacks on 
Turkish targets in Germany and elsewhere. 

About 359 protesters turned up in Stuttgart and in 
Hamburg, bu™~ both protests ended without major incidents. 
In Freiburg, however, Kurds blockaded a main street 
and clashed with police trying to remove them. Police 

arrested 35 Kurds. 

Clashes and arrests took place in several other cities 
as well. . 
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“BC-Germany-Turkey ¢ 

“German, Turkish Foreign Ministers Condemn Aggression in Bosnia‘ 

BONN, Germany (AP) — The Turkish and German foreign minister 
said Thursday they support NATO military strikes to convince the 
Bosnian Serbs to agree to peace. 

Visiting Turkish Foreign Minister Mumtaz Soysal, on a missio 
secure German support for a trade agreement with the European Union, 
joined his German counterpart, Kiaus Kinkel, in appealing to the 
Bosnian Serbs to accept international peace plans. 

Kinkel told reporters after their meeting they agreed on the 
subject of further NATO military strikes. 

‘The agressors have to know that NATO is no longer ready to 
accept everything that happens there,’’ Kinkel said. 

Kinkel said Germany supports a swift accession of fellow 
NATO-member Turkey to a customs union with the EU. Turkey has been 
applying for such a deal since 1987, and it may be approved in 
December, to be effective in 1996. 

The Turkish minister said he had suggested a special joint 
committee to deal with bilateral problems including the sensitive 
issue of conditions for the aimost 2&2 million Turks who live in 
Germany. 

The German government is proposing measures to make it slight 
easier for Turks to become German citizens but it would affect only 
children born to Turkish parents long resident in Germany. Turks 
have argued instead for double citizenship. 

Kinkel told reporters that the issue also required movement 
the Turkish government, to make it easier for Turkish nationals to 
relinquish citizenship, release men from conscription and ease 
regulations on inheritance. 

The German minister stressed that Turkey, far from losing 
importance since the end of the East-West conflict, still had great 
significance as a bridge between Europe and Asia and the Islamic 
world. 
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Deutsche in Turkei wegen Unterstutzung der PKK 
angeklagt = 


Istanbul (AP) Zwei in der Turkei festgenommene 
Deutsche mussen sich wegen Unterstutzung der verbotenen 
Kurdischen Arbeiterpartei (PKK) vor Gericht verantworten. 
Wie die Nachrichtenagentur Anatolia meldete, wurden der 
32jahrige Andreas Gunter Landwehr und seine 28jahrige 
Verlobte Karen Braun am Montag dem Haftrichter am 
Istanbuler Staatssicherheitsgerichtshof vorgefuhrt. 
Wahrend Landwehr und der kurdische Kontaktmann der beiden, 
Kenan Akyol, in das Gefangnis Bayrampasa uberstellt 
wurden, wurde Frau Braun auf Kaution freigelassen. 

Die beiden Deutschen waren am 16. Oktober bei dem 
Versuch festgenommen worden, Propagandamaterial der PKK zu 
schmuggeln. Sie wurden wegen Unterstutzung einer 
verbotenen Organisation angeklagt. Im Falle einer 
Verurteilung droht ihnen bis zu funf Jahren 
Freiheitsentzug. Nach Angaben der Agentur haben beide 
zugegeben, Mitglieder der PKK zu sein. 

Ende 
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“BC-Germany-Wedding Vioclence< 

“Turkish Wedding Comes Under Attack, One Dead, 52 
Arrested< 

AUGSBURG, Germany (AP) _ A mass fight at a Turkish 
wedding early Sunday left one man dead, another seriously 
injured and 52 arrested, police said. 

About 4@ men armed with baseball bats, knives and iron 
bars tired to force their way shortly after midnight into 
a restaurant were about 200 guests were celebrating a 
wedding, police said. 

Some of the guests tried to stop them and a huge fight 
ensued. A 2@-year-old Turk was shot in the head and died. 
A 22-year-old man was seriously wounded by a shot to the 
lungs, police said. 

Police arrested 52 people involved in the fight, 
Aooking for the suspects in the murder. 

Clothes with blood stains were found inside the 
restaurant and police believe that more people may have 
been injured but did not report to authorities in this 
Bavarian city. 

Police said none of the questioned guests could 
provide a motive for the fight, but investigators believe 
an unfulfilled wedding promise may have been the cause. 
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“Police, Kurdish Youth Clash in Dewntown Bonn ¢ 
“Eds: Leads with 4 grafs to UPDATE with total of 68 arrests; trims 
last 3 grafs < 
“By ARTHUR ALLEN= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

BONN, Germany (AP) —§ Police used tear gas and clubs to subdue 
Kurdish youth Thursday and tussled with the protesters for several 
hours on Bonn'’s central square, making 68 arrests in all. Eight 
policemen and at least two Kurds were injured. 

The trouble began after the Kurds put on T-shirts embossed with 
an illegal symbol of the banned Kurdish liberation movement. 

Although their gathering was peaceful, police said they had no 
cheice but to arrest those wearing the illicit T-shirts. 

About 15@ Kurds, some as young as 13 years ocld, were involved in 
the struggles with about 1@@ police officers under the large 
Beethoven statue on Bonn’s Muensterplatz. 

After several arrests were made, 4@ Kurds occupied Bonn’s main 
post office on the Muensterplatz and prevented customers from 
leaving. Police, wearing helmets and carrying batons and rict 
shields, ran in after the Kurds and subdued then. 

The Kurdish youths had gathered from around Germany and the 
Netherlands to begin an 8@@@-kilometer (48@-mile), i@—day bike ride 
to Geneva to draw attention to alleged atrocities against the 
Kurdish ethnic minority in southeast Turkey. About 48@,@@@ Turkish 
Kurds live in Germany. 

‘*“Europe is asleep and has closed its eyes to the situation in 
our homeland,’’ said organizer Cetin Kucak. ‘‘We're taking a long 
ride te show the long struggle of the Kurdish pecple.'' 

After a rally, the Kurds pulled on red T-shirts bearing the 
yellow-and-green star of the National Kurdish Liberation Front, a 
group that was banned in Germany last November after members 
attacked Turkish consulates and businesses. 

The group is linked to the Kurdistan Workers’ Party, known by its 
Kurdish language initials PKK, which is fighting for an independent 
state in southeast Turkey. 

Folice used mace and clubs to subdue Kurds who resisted after the 
police had moved in te make arrests and confiscate the T-shirts. 
Later, authorities stacked up the bicycles and searched the youths’ 
knapsacks. 
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Turkish Cultural Center Firebombed< 
“With AP Photo< 

BOEBLINGEN, Germany (AP) _ A firebomb destroyed a 
cultural center and mosque early Tuesday in the latest of 
several attacks against Turkish-owned buildings in 
Germany. Police suspect Kurdish terrorists or right-wing 
radicals. 

The fire broke out at 2 a.m. and burned to the ground 
the two-story building with the mosque in the top floor in 
Sindelfingen, outside Stuttgart in southern Germany, a 
statement from police in neighboring Boeblingen said. 

On Monday, a passerby prevented a major fire in Essen, 
in northwest Germany, by kicking away a can of gasoline 
that had been ignited and thrown against a Turkish travel 
bureau. 

Police say no group has claimed sesimienihs 1349 for 
these and previous attacks. 

The most likely suspects were right-wing radicals or 
members of the banned Kurdistan Workers’ Party or PKK, the 
Marxist group battling for an independent state in 
southeast Turkey, police said. 

Rightits, who have made an average of four attacks a 
day around Germany this year, tend to target places where 
people live. 

The PKK, which has strong support among the 400, 000 
Kurds living in Germany, frequently attacks Turkish 
installations in Europe in revenge for Turkish military 
offensives and crackdowns on the Kurds. 

Turkey has put six Kurdish deputies on trial and 
bombed PKK bases in Iraq this week. 

Uhnal Alpat, a Turkish Embassy spokesman in Bonn, said 
police hadn’t brought forward concrete evidence of who was 
responsible for the attacks. 

**‘We can’t say if its PKK or right-wing radicals,’’ he 
said in a telephone interview. 
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“BC-Germany-Violence< 
“Attacks on Foreigners Down in 1993; More Violence Against 
Homeless, Handicapped< 

®BERLIN (AP) _ The number of neo-Nazi attacks on 
foreigners declined by almost half in 1993 but the 
homeless and handicapped were the brunt of more violence, 
according to preliminary figures Thursday from Germany’s 
watchdog agency on extremism. 

The federal Office for Protection of the Constitution 
counted eight deaths from extremist violence in 1993, 
compared with 17 in 1992, the worst year for such 
fatalities since the federal —* was founded after 
World War II. 

The agency said it registered 1,814 violent attacks in 
1993, down from 2,584 in 1992 but still higher than 1991’s 
toll of 1,483, according to preliminary figures made 
available to The Associated Press. 

The wave of violence was unleashed after the 
unification in 1990 of East Germany and West Germany. 
Though analysts often looked for the sources of the 
extremism among newly rootless young people in the former 
communist east, western German states were among the 
highest in terms of the number of attacks per capita. 

The federal agency said the number of extreme rightist 
attacks on foreigners dropped to 1,322 in 1993 from 2, 283 
in 1992. It said the number of attacks on Jews also went 
down in 1993, from the 1992 total of 63 to 46 last year. 

But attacks on the homeless and handicapped more than 
doubled, from 145 in 1992 to 324 in 1993. These groups 
tend to be isolated and defenseless, while police have 
progressively tightened protection of foreigners to 
forestall attacks on big targets such as refugee shelters. 

Police are still looking for clues in the latest 
example of such violence against the defenseless, an 
attack on Monday in which three skinheads allegedly 
Slashed a swastika in the cheek of a wheelchair-bound 
17-year-old girl in the eastern city of Halle. Police said 
Thursday they have no good clues to the attackers despite 
many calls from the public. 

(1t-kc) 


‘Skinheads Carve wentinensal ened: Tecbatande ee 
“Eds: UPDATES throughout with new details; adds oyainae 
“By SUSANN HUSTER= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

HALLE, Germany (AP) _ Scores of police searched 
Tuesday for three right-wing skinheads who carved a 
Swastika on the cheek of a handicapped 17-year-old girl 
the day before. 

Responding to outrage over the attack in this east 
German city of 18,000, police raided 200 right-wing 
hangouts and went through neighborhoods with loudspeakers 
seeking witnesses. 

The attackers yelled, ‘‘Gas the Cripples!’’ and ‘‘Heil 
Hitler!’’ then one took out a knife and cut the girl, 
police chief Guenter Hermann said. 

They were two men with shaved heads, ages 18 to 20, 
and a girl of about 15. They wore black leather jackets, 
fatigue pants and black boots, he said. 

A total of 105 officers were working on the case, 
Hermann said. Leaflets with descriptions of the attackers 
were handed out at schools. Apartments and bars were 
searched. 

Three youths were arrested but released after they 
came up with alibis. The attack took place in a back lot 
near a hospital that the girl had just left after therapy. 
No one had come forward as a witness. 

The dragnet-style search for the attackers contrasted 
sharply with the typical police reaction to the thousands 
of attacks on foreigners over the past three years in 
Germany. 

While police vigilance in pursuit of anti-foreigner 
violence has increased, seldom had such a largescale 
reaction been reported, especially for a non-fatal attack. 
Few attacks on the handicapped have been reported 
previously. 

It was hoped that the four centimeter (1 1/2-inch) 
scer would heal without a scar, Hermann said. The girl’s 
identity and the nature of her handicap weren’t released. 

Right-wing attacks have killed at least 30 people in 
Germany since 1999. 

(aa-tp) 





vVvV 32@ @1-11 15:14 ri BC-Germany-Violence, ist Ld-Writethru 








” 








288 intj frud frup 
*“BC-Germany-Neo-Nazis, 4th Ld-Writethru< — 

“Court Convicts Two Neo-Nazis In 1992 Murder of Three 
Turks< 

“Eds: ADDS. reaction from a leading politician in grafs 
6-9; trims< 

“By TERRENCE PETTY= 

‘Associated Press Writer= 

BONN, Germany (AP) _ A court convicted two neo-Nazis 
of murdering three Turks in a 1992 firebombing and 
sentenced one of them Wednesday to life in prison, the 
harshest sentence handed down for an anti-foreigner 
attack. 

The verdict and stiff sentences were a big victory for 
German justice authorities, who have been accused of 
lacking resolve in their prosecution of right-wing radical 
attacks against foreigners for the past three years. 

The Moelln murders infuriated the Turkish community 
and sent thousands of Germans into the streets for 
candlelight marches against racial hatred. 

Neo-Nazi gang leader Michsel Peters, 26, and Lars 
Christiansen, 20, were convicted of murder by a state 
supreme court in Schleswig for the Nov. 23, 1992 
firebombing of a Turkish apartment house in Moelln, near 
Hamburg. 

Peters got life and Christiansen 10 years in prison, 
the harshest sentence possible for a juvenile offender. 

A prominent politician said the German legal system 
had withstood an important test with the verdict. 

‘*Our state of law has proven its toughness’’ with the 
maximum sentences for Peters and Christiansen, said Werner 
Hoyer, secretary general of the Free Democratic Party. 

Hoyer said other neo-Nazis bent on attacking helpless 
foreigners should take heed of the verdict: ‘‘Xenophobic 
and radical-right perpetrators of violence had better know 
that they will be confronted by the full power of our 
laws.’’ 

At least 3@ people are known to have died in neo-Nazi 
violence since 1999. 

Two Turkish girls and the grandmother of one of the 
girls perished in the Moelln firebombing. Prosecutors said 
Peters barked ‘‘Heil Hitler’’ into the telephone after 
calling the Moelln fire department to report the attack. 

The most important witness in the seven-month trial in 
Schleswig, a Baltic port, was an 9-year-old girl who saw a 
car like Christiansen’s stop in front of the Turkish home 
on the night of the attack and two masked figures firebomb 
he residence. 





eo eae 
fhe court ordered | e protect ie eee : 
Pe anonymous iertese. aalver threatened toa kill her. 

Slain in the firebombing were 10-year-old Yeliz 
Arslan, 14-year-old Ayse Yilmaz, and Sil-year-old Bahide 
Arslan, who was Yeliz’ grandmother and Ayse’s aunt. 

The Moelln attack forced the government to pay 
attention to the mounting right-wing violence, and wag the 
first to be taken over by the Federal Prosecutor’s Office. 
State and local district attorneys had investigated and 
prosecuted neo-Nazi trials before then. 

German justice authorities have been accused of being 
more lenient with young neo-Nazis than with left-wing 
terrorists. 

There is no central record of sentencing in neo-Nazi 
trials, but few of the assailants have been sentenced for 
murder, and light sentences with probation have not been 
uncommon. 

In October, in Dresden, a neo-Nazi got 2 1/2 years in 
prison in the death of a Mozambican man. The court said it 
wasn’t clear whether the man had fallen from a moving 
streetcar or was pushed by taunting neo-Nazis. 

The sentence for Peters, a scowling youth who used to 
celebrate Adolf Hitler’s birthday, is the first time a 
neo-Nazi has been sent to prison for life. 

Peters, who has never held a steady job, led a gang 
that firebombed at least two other homes for foreigners. 
No one was hurt in those attacks. 

Christiansen, a supermarket clerk before his arrest, 
used to write anti-foreigner lyrics and celebrated 
Hitler’s birthday with Peters. 

Nazi memorabilia and xenophobic posters were wound in 
their apartments. 

Christiansen, a baby-faced youth, told the court he 
befriended Peters because he had no other friends. He was 
tried as a juvenile offender because he was 19 at the time 
of the firebombing. 

The Moelln firebombing was the worst attack of 
neo-Nazi violence before the May 29 firebombing in 
Solingen, northeast of Bonn, that killed five Turkish 
girls and women. 

A court decided Tuesday night that there was 
sufficient evidence for the continued imprisonment of four 
youths suspected in the Solingen firebombing, despite 
doubts raised by conflicting testimony in the case. 

(aa-tp) 
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“Germany’s Biggest Neo-Nazi Trial Thrown Into Chaos< 
‘Eds: AMs: UPDATES with quote from judge, other details< 
“With AP Photos< 

“By TERRENCE PETTY= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

SCHLESWIG, Germany (AP) _ The most important German 
neo-Nazi trial was thrown into disarray Monday by a 
youth’s disputed confession that he, and not the two 
suspects, threw firebombs that killed three Turks in 1992. 

Heinko Meinke, an east German machinist, made the 
claim to police last Saturday after a wild and drunken car 
chase. He retracted it in court Monday. 

But a defense attorney’s presentation of Meinke as a 
possible suspect created a legal hitch in the troubled 
trial of neo-Nazi gang leader Michael Peters and his 
former sidekick, Lars Christiansen. 

The court abandoned plans to issue a verdict Monday 
against 26-year-old Peters and Christiansen, age 20, so 
that any suspicions about Meinke can be erased. The trial 
was to resume Wednesday. 

The trial in this Baltic port has been seen as a test 
of the German justice system since it opened in May. 

Authorities have been criticized in past cases for 
botching investigations or handing out sentences to 
teen-age neo-Nazis that are far lighter than those given 
to left-wing terrorists. 

While the Schleswig court was struggling with its 
trial against the two neo-Nazis, a court in Duesseldorf 
convicted former Communist East German spymaster Markus 

olf of espionage. 


Peters and Christiansen, who used to celebrate Adolf 
Hitler’s birthday together, are charged in 
Schleswig-Holstein state supreme court with three counts 
of murder, attempted murder and arson. 

Two Turkish girls and the grandmother of one of the 
girls died in the Nov. 23, 1992 attack in Moelln, a town 
east of Hamburg. | 

According to federal prosecutors, Peters barked * ‘Heil 
Hitler’’ into the telephone when he called the Moelln fire 
department to report the attack. 

Peters and Christiansen at first admitted their guilt 
to police interrogators. But they later retracted their 
confessions, saying they were made under duress. 

The Moelln murders forced the government to come to 
grips with a wave of right-wing violence that has killed 
30 people since Germany’s reunification in 1990. The 
Moelln firebombing also sent thousands of Germans out onto 
the streets to protest anti-foreigner attacks. 

The 25-year-old Meinke told the court he’s innocent of 
the Moelln firebombing and that he is no neo-Nazi. 

*“*I don’t even know where Moellin is,’’ Meinke said. 

Christiansen and Peters looked bored as Meinke told 
the court that he celebrated his birthday Saturday by 
drinking up to 15 double schnapps at a disco in the east 
German city of Brandenburg, climbing into his girlfriend’s 
Mazda sports car with another woman, and smashing through 
barriers set up at police control points to check for 
drunken drivers. | 

Meinke told police officers who finally nabbed him for 
drunken driving that he was the Moelln firebomber. He then 
threatened to set his neo-Nazi friends on the officers, a 
police investigator testified. 

Meinke said he was too intoxicated at the time to 
clearly remember anything he said. 


Chief Judge Hermann Ehrich granted a request by 
Wolfgang Ohnesorge, Christiansen’s attorney, that a 
verdict against the two defendants be postponed until more 
testimony can be heard Wednesday. 

The court will try to establish Meinke’s whereabouts 
at the time of the Moelln firebombing. He says he was at 
home. 

**After we have done so much in this trial, we want to 
guide this to a clean conclusion,’’ Ehrich said. 

Prosecutors have had their share of troubles in the 
trial. 

A 9-year-old Moelln girl testified that on Nov. 23, 
1992 she saw a Volkswagen Polo like Christiansen’s pull up 
to the Turkish home, and then saw two masked figures 
firebomb the place. 

Defense attorneys question whether the girl is a 
reliable witness because of her age. 

A jailed female neo-Nazi who knows Peters and 
Christiansen told the court they had confirmed their 
confessions in conversations with a prison pastor. The 
woman said she heard that from the pastor himself. 

But the pastor’s church refused to let him testify, 
saying the talks were confidential. 

Prosecutors have demanded life for Peters for the 
Moelln attack and for firebombing two asylum shelters in 
September 1992. Peters admitted involvement in those two 
crimes, which caused no injuries. 

The stiffest sentence possible for Christiansen is 190 
years because he was 19 at the time of the attack and was 
tried as a juvenile. 

Slain in the firebombing were 1@-year-old Yeliz 
Arslan, 14-year-old Ayse Yilmaz, and 5l-year-old Bahide 
Arslan, who was Yeliz’ grandmother and Ayse’s aunt. 

(tp-aa) 


VVV 800 12-06 17:13 ui BC-Germany-Neo-Nazis, Sth 


Ld-Writethru 


i ties eee *~ 


288 intj frud ok 
“BC-Germany-Neo-Nazis, 7th Ld-Writethru< 

‘Court Convicts Two Neo-Nazis In 1992 Murder of Three 
Turks< 

“Eds: Restores missing word in 4th graf; corrects spelling 
of Baden-Wuerttemberg in 10th< 

“By TERRENCE PETTY= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

BONN, Germany (AP) _ A neo-Nazi terrorist got life in 
prison Wednesday and his sidekick 19 years for a 1992 
firebombing that killed three Turks. The ruling was hailed 
as proof that Germany is serious about locking up violent 
admirers of Adolf Hitler. 

The term handed down to Michael Peters, 26, was the 
first life sentence for a neo-Nazi assailant since a wave 
of right-wing attacks began in 1990. Germany has no death 
penalty. 

Peters, 26, and Lars Christiansen, 20, were convicted 
by a state supreme court in Schleswig for the Nov. 23, 
1992, firebombing of a Turkish apartment house in Moelln, 
a town near Hamburg. 

Christiansen got 10 years in prison, the maximum 
penalty for a juvenile offender. 

Justice authorities have been accused of being too 
lenient with young right-wing extremists or botching 
investigations so badly that acquittals were inevitable. 

In his verdict, Judge Hermann Ehrich said the pair may 
have felt emboldened by anti-foreigner sentiment in German 
society. 

He mentioned last year’s drive by politicians to close 
Germany’s borders to asylum-seekers, and the residents who 
cheered as extremists firebombed a Rostock asylum shelter 
three months before the Moelln attack. 

‘“A harsh sentence like this was long overdue,’’ said 
Michel Friedman, a spokesman for the Frankfurt Jewish 
Community. *‘‘I just hope it has a deterrent effect. ’’ 

But security authorities Wednesday said neo-Nazi 
groups were forming tighter bonds and it was becoming 
harder to infiltrate then. 

A united front is being formed by radical-right 
organizations such as Viking Youths, Action For A Clean 
Germany, the Free Workers Party and the German People’s 
Union, said Frieder Birzele, interior minister for 
Baden-Wuerttemberg state. 

*‘*The rightist scene is coming together. Internal 
differences are being set aside in the interest of common 
goals,’’ said Birzele. 


At least 30 people have died in three years of 
neo-Nazi violence. Attacks occur nearly every day. 

On Tuesday, skinheads tried but failed to throw a 
Liberian out of a moving streetcar in Berlin. 

The Moelin firebombing infuriated Germany’s Turkish 
community, prompted new legal measures against right-wing 
radicals, and sent thousands of Germans out into the 
streets to protest xenophobia in candlelight parades. 

The Turkish Foreign Ministry welcomed Wednesday’s 
verdict for the Moelin attack, Germany’s deadliest 
xenophobic outrage until May 29, when five Turks in 
Solingen died in a similar firebombing. 

A prominent politician said the German legal system 
had withstood an important test. 

‘*‘Our state of law has proven its toughness,’’ said 
Werner Hoyer, secretary general of the Free Democratic 
Party. *‘‘xXenophobic and radical-right perpetrators of 
violence had better know that they will be confronted by 
the full power of our laws.’’ 

Peters and Christiansen used to celebrate Hitler’s 
birthday together. Nazi memorabilia and anti-foreigner 
banners were found in their apartments. 

The baby-faced Christiansen contended during the 
seven-month trial that he befriended Peters only because 
he felt shunned by more respectable circles. 

But the court in Schleswig, a Baltic port, said 
Christiansen was the driving force behind the Nov. 23 
assault. 

Ehrich said that Christiansen built the gasoline bombs 
used in two different attacks in Moelln on Nov. 23. 

No one was hurt in the first attack, just before 1 
a.m., on a house where 32 Turks were sleeping. 

The second attack, on a house not far away, killed 
19-year-old Yeliz Arslan, 14-year-old Ayse Yilmaz, and 
Yli-year-old Bahide Arslan, who was Yeliz’ grandmother and 
Ayse’s aunt. 

Prosecutors said Peters barked ‘‘Heil Hitler’’ into 
the telephone after calling the Moelln fire department 
between the two assaults. 

The pair was convicted of triple murder, 39 counts of 
attempted murder and arson. 

Peters and Christiansen had retracted confessions they 
made after their arrests. 

But Ehrich said there was no doubt of their guilt. 

‘*Your xenophobic contempt for humanity sete new 
low,’’ Ehrich 
(aa- 
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FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) — Assailants set fire to a 
home for Kurdish refugees in southwestern Germany early 
Sunday but all 14 residents escaped unharmed, police said. 

One fireman needed treatment for smoke inhalation. 
Police could not immediately say if the attack was 
racially motivated. Authorities put up a reward of 10, 000 
marks (dirs 6,900) for information. | 

Seven months ago unknown assailants stoned the same 
refugee shelter, injuring one woman. The shelter is in 
Rheinheim, in the southwestern state of 
Baden-Wuerrtemberg. 

In Bonn, police said the leader of a far-right party 
was beaten up late Saturday by suspected leftists. 

Friedhelm Busse, the 73-year-old leader of the Free 
German Workers Party (FAP), apparently was recognized when 
he visited an information booth run by leftist groups. 

Busse lost several teeth, suffered a foot fracture and 
multiple bruises, police said. 

A decision by Germany’s supreme court is pending on 
the government’s request to outlaw the FAP. 

Police also reported two weekend incidents involving 
neo-Nazi skinheads 
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“Government to Germans: Work More, Get Less< 
“By ARTHUR ALLEN= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

BONN, Germany (AP) _— The government Tuesday moved to 
Slash billions in social welfare programs and said it may 
dispense with sick days and end a ban on working Sundays 
to make the German economy more competitive. 

The government hopes that by holding down its deficit 
_ estimated at 68 billion marks (dirs 41 billion) this 
year _ it can stimulate growth and lift Germany from its 
worst recession since World War II. 

A cradle-to-grave social welfare program gives Germans 
plenty of cash when they are unemployed, sick, studying, 
have children, or _ in the case of construction workers _ 
lose a day of work because it rains. 

The cuts would turn this bed of roses into more of a 
safety cushion. The opposition Social Democrats say 
Germany should instead grow out of the recession. 

Struggling with resistance to his proposals, Labor 
Minister Norbert Blum at one point blurted out that German 
society was “‘senile, egotistic and narrow-minded.’’ 

Blum’s proposals, responded Gisela Babel, a member of 
the Free Democratic Party, are “*senile, because they 
aren’t intelligent, egotistic, because they protect the 
rich and not the poor, and narrow-minded, because he 
doesn’t listen to the advice of others.’’ 

The government released the 21 billion-mark (dlrs 13 
billion) savings plan Tuesday. After final Cabinet 
approval in July, the plan would go before parliament in 
September. 
































*“Kohl’s Party Presents Plan For Crackdown on Rightist 
_ Viblence< 

“By ARTHUR ALLEN= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

BOMN, Germany (AP) _ Conservative parties an Wednesday 
proposed a battery of laws to fight right-wing extremists, 
but key parts were opposed by members of the governing 
coalition and had little chance of becoming law. 

The most controversial part of the 1l5-point proposal 
would try violent teen-agers over 18 years old as adults. 
Adulthood is generally defined as age 21 and above in 
German criminal law. 

Most of the people arrested for attacking foreigners 
in the last three years have been 15 to 2@ years old. They 
usually get off with light sentences when convicted. 

Liberal parties, including the Free Democrats who are 
part of Chancellor Helmut Kohl's coalition, say the 
measure won’t stop crime and could weaken rehabilitation 
for youthful offenders. 

Since the May 29 firebombing that killed five Turks in 
Solingen, officials have been searching for ways to stop 
the murderous violence that has found its targets among 
the 6.5 million foreigners living in the country. Some 
5,868 attacks have left 26 peaple dead since the start of 
1992. 

Mindful of how the Mazis used a strict criminal code 
to help them seize power and exterminate Jews and other 
minorities, however, liberals are wary of giving police 
additional powers. 

The package presented Wednesday includes harsher 
penalties for violent crime and preventative detention for 
repeat offenders. It would also add more police and give 

law officers additional powers to search mail and tap 
phones. 

The initiative was presented by Kohl's Christian 
Democrats and their more conservative allies, the 
Christian Social Union. It will not be discussed in 
parliament before the fall. _ 
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“Kohl Accuses Countrymen Of Coldness Toward Foreigners < 
“Ry TERRENCE PETTY= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

BONN, Germany (AP) — Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s lecture 
on acceptance and tolerance of foreigners was unexpected. 
But many Germans considered it long overdue. 

‘“*Unfortunately, it’s hard for many Germans these days 
to show friendliness that comes from the heart,’’ he told 
his countrymen Wednesday. 

“*Good manners and dignity have become alien words for 
many,’?’ he said in a nationally televised speech to the 
Bundestag, parliament’s lower house. 

In uncharacteristically frank language, Kohl demanded 
major changes in Germany’s laws to prevent neo-Nazi 
violence, which has killed @6 people in 18 months. 

The chancellor has been accused of being too lenient 
with the radical right and evading the problem for too 
long. This was his first speech to the parliament on 
far-right violence since five Turks died in a May 29 
firebombing in Solingen. 

A new government apinion poll indicates the degree of 
hostility toward foreigners. It shows 18 percent of 
eastern Germans between the ages of 14 and 27 sympathize 
with attacks on shelters for asylum-seekers. The figure in 
western Germany was & percent. 

Kohl said his government would draw up legislation 
easing a 1913 citizenship law once used by the Nazis to 
justify persecution of foreigners. The law essentially 
determines citizenship by whether someone has German blood 
and is seen as an obstacle to the integration of 
foreigners. 

Kohl also wants to allow preventive detention of 
rightist extremists, ban a modified “‘Hitler salute’’ used 
by neo-Nazis and give federal investigators greater 
powers. 

But the opposition Social Democrats doubted the 
chancellor’s proposals would do much to end attacks on 
foreigners by the radical right. 
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‘Kohl Calls For Comprehensive Crackdown On Radical Right< 
“By TERRENCE PETTY= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

BONN, Germany (AP) _ Chancellor Helmut Kohl on 
Wednesday launched a campaign for major legal changes to 
help justice authorities crack down on neo-Nazi violence 
that has killed 26 people in the past 18 months. 

Kohl’s statements came in his first parliamentary 
speech on the far-right threat since five Turks were 
killed in a May 29 firebombing in Solingen. 

The chancellor is being pressed to finally take action 
amid criticism that he has been too lenient with the 
radical right. 

Despite his proposals, however, a dour-looking Kohl 
seemed at a loss over how to end anti-foreigner violence 
that has flared in Germany since unification and seriously 
marred the country’s international image. 

Kohl accused the German populace of showing too little 
solidarity with endangered foreigners, and suggested law 
officers and the country’s 16 states haven’t tried hard 
enough to stop the far-right outrages. 

Speaking to the Bundestag, the lower house of 
parliament, Kohl complained that ‘‘many Germans find it 
hard’’ to show ‘‘friendliness that comes from the heart. 
Good manners and dignity are concepts that have become 
alien words to many people.’’ 

Kohl said Germany’s states have primary responsibility 
for law enforcement and ‘‘those who have responsibility 
are obliged to act.’’ 

But Kohl said his government will seek changes in 
federal laws to help law authorities in their battles with 
the radical right. 





He proposed a new law allowing preventive detention o 
radicals before they have a chance to attack foreigners, 
an expansion of existing bans on symbols used by neo-Nazi 
organizations, greater powers for the Federal Prosecutor’s 
Office, and changes in privacy laws which make it 
difficult for federal investigators to get their hands on 
information about suspected criminals. 

The whole country seems stymied over how to deal with 
the radical right. 

Intellectuals and artists are trying to win Germans’ 
sympathy for foreigners. Poets give readings in asylum 
shelters, and musicians perform at anti-fascist benefit 
concerts. 

Many intellectuals say Kohl’s relentless push for a 
new asylum law strengthened neo-Nazis. The new law, which 
takes effect on July 1, will make it nearly impossible for 
foreigners to win asylum. 

Guenter Grass, Germany’s most prominent author, has 
appealed to President Richard von Weizsaecker not to sign 
the law, saying it will ‘‘provoke further acts of 
violence’’ against foreigners. 

But German intellectuals are up against forces whose 
strengths are only starting to become known. 

Hans-Ludwig Zachert, head of Federal Criminal Office, 
the Germany’s FBI, says there is a ‘‘latent xenophobia’’ 
within the populace. 

Yaron Svoray, an Israeli journalist who infiltrated 
Germany’s neo-Nazi movement, contends that among 
sympathizers of the radical right are accountants, 
lawyers, pharmacists and professors. 

(tp-kc) 
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“Kohl Accuses Countrymen Of Coldness Toward Foreigners< 
“Eds: LEADS with 5 grafs to ADD Kohl quote, CORRECT 
diction to plainspokenness. 

“By TERRENCE PETTY= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

BONN, Germany (AP) _ Chancellor Helmut Kohl launched a 
legislative offensive against the extreme right on 
Wednesday and, in uncharacteristically harsh language, 
accused fellow Germans of closing their hearts to 
outsiders. 

In a nationally televised speech to the Bundestag, 
parliament’s lower house, Kohl confronted directly a 
problem critics say he’s been evading _ neo-Nazi violence 
that has claimed the lives of 26 people in 18 months. 

Unfortunately, it’s hard for many Germans these days 
to show friendliness that comes from the heart, he said. 
Good manners and dignity have become alien words for many. 

Kohl argued that police and politicians alone cannot 
end intolerance: Political action can never replace an 
ethical consensus within a society. 

His choice of words was unusually frank. Many of his 
critics were demanding such plainspokenness months ago. 

The special parliamentary session Kohl spoke to was 
prompted by the May 29 firebombing murder of five Turks in 
Solingen. 

The chancellor said his government would draw up 
legislation easing a 1913 citizenship law once used by the 
Nazis to justify persecution of foreigners. That law 
essentially determines citizenship by whether someone has 
German blood. It is seen as an obstacle to the integration 
of foreigners. 





Kohl also proposed legal changes that would allow 
preventive detention of extremists, ban a modified 
‘*‘Hitler salute’’ used by neo-Nazis and give federal 
investigators greater povwers. 

But the opposition Social Democrats doubted the 
chancellor’s ideas would do much to end attacks on 
foreigners by the radical right. 

The Social Democrats say racists attacks cannot be 
combatted with legislation alone. They argue that Germans 
need to fundamentally change their attitudes toward 
foreigners and that all immigrants should have a right to 
German citizenship. 

Kohl is being forced to take action by daily attacks 
that have followed the Solingen killings. Critics accuse 
him of being too lenient with extremists, of allowing 
Germany’s image abroad to be tarnished. 

‘*After World War II, Germany regained global respect 
it had lost,’’ Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel told the 
Bundestag. But Kinkel said even Germany’s allies ‘‘are 
beginning to have doubts about the Germans. ’’ 

Kohl said prosecutors last year investigated more than 
12,000 reports of extreme-right crimes, mostly 
misdemeanors such as defacing property with swastikas. 
Some 2,200 of those reported crimes were acts of violence. 

Kohl said about 700 people were arrested for far-right 

1@£ =t ear. 


Parliamentarians’ speeches during Wednesday’s session 
mirrored nationwide uncertainty over how to deal with 
xenophobia and the persistent attacks. 

Anti-foreigner sentiments are turning up not just 
among disoriented youths, but also among lawyers, doctors, 
professors and other professionals. 

Intellectuals and artists are trying to win Germans’ 
sympathy for foreigners but their pleas frequently find 
little resonance. 

Many Bundestag deputies echoed Kohl in calling 
intolerance in German society an important source of the 
violence. 

Johannes Rau, leader of the opposition Social 
Democrats, said ‘‘young perpetrators of violence don’t 
fall from the sky. They are the children of our society.’’ 

Kohl said his government may allow dual citizenship 
for Turks. Of 6.4 million foreigners living in Germany, 
1.8 million are Turks. 

Many Turks are interested in becoming Germans only if 
they can keep their Turkish citizenship, which is 
prohibited by the 1913 law. 

The government is apparently focusing on Turks because 
of pressure from Ankara, which sees Turkish immigrants in 
Germany _ many of whom have lived here for three decades 
as being treated like second-class citizens. 

The government’s commissioner for foreigner issues, 
Cornelia Schmalz-Jacobsen, said Kohl should make it easier 
for all foreigners to get German citizenship. 

‘*This newly announced readiness to do something for 
Turks in Germany can create disadvantages for other groups 
who have also lived in Germany for a long time,’’ she 
said. 

(tp-fb) 
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“New Arson Fires in Germany< 

‘Eds: SUBS grafs 5-7 pvs with death toll eight, reflecting 
discovery of two more bodies< 

“By ARTHUR ALLEN= 

‘Associated Press Writer= 

BONN, Germany (AP) _ Summer is almost here, and it’s 
burn season in Germany, with new arson attacks by 
neo-Nazis reported every day. The latest arson victims: 
Italians and Moroccans. 

Since the May 29 firebombing that killed five Turks in 
Solingen, more than 100 attacks have been recorded by 
right-wing radicals. The violence that had tapered off 
during the winter is increasing, as it did during the warm 
months in 1991 and 1992. 

Early Tuesday, arsonists torched a house in Tiengen, 
in southern Germany on the Swiss border, police said. Two 
of its 21 Italian residents were hospitalized with shock. 
Police later arrested two youths but gave no further 
details. 

In Wegberg, near the northern city of Duesseldorf, 
firebombs were thrown into a house where a Moroccan family 
lived. Two women and four children living there escaped 
unharmed. 

A fire at a homeless shelter for Germans and 
foreigners in the town of Siegberg killed eight people and 
injured seven, but police said the blaze could have been 
accidental and they didn’t think right-wing radicals were 
responsible. 


Police arrested a 53-year-old resident in whose room 
on the third floor the fire reportedly broke out. 
Prosecutor Barbara Gassmann-Alef said right-wing 
extremists would be questioned ‘‘because ve can’t rule out 
that an outsider was involved. ’’ 

The 49 residents at the city-run shelter included a 
seven-member Turkish family and five Portuguese and 
Spanish citizens. 

A frustrated Chancellor Helmut Kohl, battling charges 
of insensitivity for his failure to attend any of the 
memorials for the Solingen victims, denied that Germans 
were xenophobic. 

*‘*The violence that is described as the product of 
German xenophobia has quite another cause. All of Europe 
is experiencing an increase in violence,’’ Kohl said, 
blaming it on economic troubles and wayward youth. 

In his speech to a forum of his Christian Democratic 
Union, Kohl defended the law he pushed through parliament 
last month to shut the door on most asylum-seekers. 

Ninety percent of the 450,000 people who entered 
Germany last year under the former law, which allowed any 
foreigner to seek protection here, were economic migrants, 
Kohl said. 

He pointed out that Germany had accepted 300, 900 
refugees from Croatia and Bosnia _ far more than any other 
nation _ and had the same right as any other state to 
control its immigration policies. 
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“Berlin Turks Strike To Protest Anti-Foreigner Violence‘ 
“Eds: UPDATES with quotes from another Turkish figure in 
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“AP Wirephotos Available < 

“By LARRY THORSON= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

BERLIN (AP) _ Turkish businesses closed for an hour 
Friday to protest anti-foreigner violence, and backers 
claimed a historic first organized strike for more rights 
in Germany. 

With signs mourning the five Turks who died in 
Solingen and the three Turks who died in Moelln, several 
hundred people rallied in the Kreuzberg neighborhood where 
shops were closed from noon to 1 p.m. in a sign of Turkish 
economic power. 

The head of the League of Immigrants from Turkey, 
Ertekin Ozcan, told the crowd that continued second-class 
status was scandalous for “previous guest workers who 
have settled here and become a firm component of German 
society.'? 

He demanded punishment of neo-Nazi criminals, easier 
naturalization and anti-discrimination laws with 
““targeted advancement of minorities.’’ 

Ozecan later told The Associated Press that the strike 
in Kreuzberg “‘is unique, and we will do this elsewhere in 
Germany.?? 

The May 29 arson attack that killed two Turkish women 
and three Turkish girls in Solingen led to a week of 
rioting in the Ruhr Valley city. That was the first 
sustained violent response to an attack on foreigners, and 
now Turks, who with 1.8 million people are the largest 
minority in Germany, are taking first organized steps to 
demand more political rights. 

Taner Aday, spokesman of the Solingen Appeal, a new 
umbrella group of immigrants’ organizations, said he has 
called on all such groups to take action. He said Turks 
Should withdraw all their money from banks for a day to 
show their economic strength, and he hoped to see big 
national demonstrations. 


ave to show we will give no peace until we get 
civil rights,’’ Aday said by telephone from Duisburg. 
‘?monymous callers, he said, have told him, *“*You will be 
torched.’’ 

Meanwhile, police were investigating an arson attack 
late Thursday at a refugee shelter in Darmstadt in 
southwestern Germany. No injuries were reported, and the 
fire was put out before doing much damage. 

In Baden-Baden, police arrested a 17-year-old rightist 
who stomped on a homeless man, seriously injuring him. The 
homeless, as well as refugees, resident foreigners and 
leftists, have been targets of rightist violence since 
German unification in 1994. 

In a related action, the state of Bavaria announced 
the banning of an extreme rightist group called National 
Block, which was said to have 35-48 members who follow an 
aggressively racist program and deny that the Holocaust 
occurred. 

Many businesses in the Kreuzberg neighborhood, which 
has a high foreign population, observed the strike. 

Some mostly German radical groups passed out leaflets 
urging a tax boycott, and their members shouted 
anti-establishment slogans as Berlin’s economics minister, 
Norbert Meisner, spoke in support of the Turkish~organized 
strike. 

Meisner said he favored changing Germany’s citizenship 
laws to permit easier naturalization and double 
citizenship to give voting rights to those who aren’t 
ethnic Germans. 

He also warned against using violence, though some in 
the crowd said their rage at recent arson attacks on Turks 
was such that they were ready to fight. 
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“BC-Germany-Violence, 2nd Ld-Writethru ¢ \ 

“Two More Houses Attacked: Kohi Defends His Move te Stay Away ¢ 

“Eds: UPDATES in Sth graf with 1@ youths going on trial < | 

“By NESHA STARCEVIC= 

“Associated Press Writer= | 

FRANKFURT, Germany (AFD —§ Chancellor Helmut Kohl said Monday he 
| 
| 





stayed away from memorial services for five Turks killed in neo-Nazi 
Violence because he did not want to be jeered in front. of television 
cameras. 

The frank statement, which appeared to put political image 
Considerations ahead of solidarity with the victims, was bound to | 
stir up a new round of criticism of the embattled government chief. 

There were no signs the round of viclence would stop, following 
the May £29 murders of the five Turks in Solingen. 

Arsonists attacked two more houses where foreigners live, causif 
no major injury or damage. Four young Turks tried to set fire to the | 
office of a conservative political party, in retaliation for the 
attacks on their compatriots. 

In Luebeck, 1@ rightist youths aged between 15 and 19 went on 
trial charged in two Ffirebombings of shelters for asylum-seekers in 
September. There were no injuries. 

One of the accused is Michael Peters, who is also charged with 
murder in the arson deaths of three Turks in November in the | 
northern town of Moelln. 

Molaiticians debated whether the rightist viclence is organized, | 
or the result of drunken, disenchanted individuals. | 

Germany’s ZDF television network noted that chief prosecutor 
Alexander von Stahl confirmed that one of the four Solingen suspects 
apparently was a member of an extreme rightist political party. 

“Just two days ago, von Stahl said there was no indication tha 
one of the suspects belonged to an extreme rightist ornanization,’' 
the network noted. 

Investigators are scrambling to find out just how widespread th] 
neo-Nazi sentiments are in Germany. 

In an interview with the SAT 1 cable channel. Kohi said the 


Germans could not be ‘‘ngenerally accused of hate of foreigners.’’ 
Defending his decision not to attend the memorial service, Kohl] 
saids ~’I am not the one in Germany who needs to catch up on 


sympathy for the Turks.” 
He said going to the service would have caused some groups toa 
heckle hin. 
“I Know which pictures go around the worid and which not. That] 
why I know how I have to act,’’ said Kohl, referring to the 
television coverage of the Solingen aftermath. He was wideiy 
Criticized for skipping last week’s service. 
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“Turkish President Concerned Over Renewed Attacks In 
Germany ¢ 

ANTALYA, Turkey (AP) _— President Suleyman Demirel on 
Sunday expressed concern over the renewed attacks against 
Turks living in Germany, Anatolia agency reported. 

“*T think the aim is to harm the friendship between 
Turkey and Germany,’’ Demirel told reporters in this 
Mediterranean coastal city where he is vacationing. 

On Saturday _ a week after the killing of five Turks 
in a rightist arson attack in Solingen _ similar attacks 
were made on a Turkish home in the western city of 
Hattingen and a Turkish restaurant in the southern city of 
Konstanz. German police were suspecting of neo-Nazi 
violence in both attacks, which caused damage but no 
injuries. | 

“*It is being ... understood that this is not simple a 
incident. There is a great animosity behind it,’’ Demirel 
Said. 

A Turkish Foreign Ministry statement also said that 
the latest attacks in Germany showed that “‘there is no 
time left to waste to take the necessary measures (by the 
Germany government) to assure the safety of the lives and 
properties of our citizens in Germany.’’ 

There are 1.8 million Turks living in Germany. They 
started immigrating to Germany in 196@s as guest workers. 
Demirel said the Turks did not make their way into 
Germany by force and they made great contributions to the 

German economy. 

Demirel also called for restraint and said the Turks 
should be very careful against provocations. 

The killings at Solingen sparked a week of riots and 
protests, and led to the nationwide demonstrations on 
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“BC-FEATURE-Germany-Foreigners, 6773< 
“Foreigners in Germany: Outsiders for Life< 
“By TERRENCE PETTY= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

COLOGNE, Germany (AP) _— Restaurant owner Abil Dal 
sells gyro sandwiches in in a neighborhood that seems more 
like Istanbul than Cologne. Turkish vegetable stands line 
the streets and women shop in Muslim head scarves. 

Dal recently telephoned a German real estate agency to 
inquire about buying another restaurant. The agent asked 
him where he was from. 

“*I said Turkey,’’ Dal said. ‘*He said he wasn’t 
interested and hung up.’? 

The Cologne neighborhood symbolizes a disturbing fact: 
If you are an immigrant in Germany, you could be an 
outsider for life. Or a victim of neo-Nazi violence. 

In the past 18 months, nine Turks were among the 26 
people killed by neo-Nazis across Germany. 

The two worst attacks were on Turkish families who 
have been in Germany for a long time, and not against the 
more recently arrived asylum seekers. A Turkish 
grandmother and two Turkish girls burned to death in a 
firebombing in Moelln in November, and five Turks died 
April 29 in an arson fire at Solingen. 

On March 9, a neo-Nazi held a gas pistol to the head 
of a middle-aged Turkish man in Muelheim-Ruhr and pulled 
the trigger three times. The gun misfired, but the man 
died of a heart attack. 

Of the nation’s 86 million people, about 6.5 million 
are non-German, mainly from Turkey, the former Soviet bloc 
and Africa. | 

A big wave came in the 196@s, when there were more 
jobs than Germans to fill them and the government invited 
Turks as “*guest workers."’ 

The fall of communism brought an even greater rush of 
immigration, finally prompting Germany to impose severe 
restrictions. 

Although some Turks in Germany are poor, many have 
good jobs with companies like Ford, Siemens and Bayer. 
Others are wealthy entrepreneurs. 

But financial comfort is no protection against racism. 

Many Germans in Dal’s neighborhood resent the Turks, 
and find it hard to compete with the industrious 
immigrants. 


*“*Look down this side street over here,’’ said Hermann 
Heinrichs, a veterinarian. **There are hardly any Germans 
,chere anymore, and the ones remaining vote for the 
Republicans,’’ an anti~foreigner party. 

Gigdem Yildizbas has lived in Germany for 28 of her 38 
years. She said her father arrived in 1964 to a warm 
welcome by the Germans, found work in a furniture factory 
and sent for his family a year later. 

Mrs. Yildizbas and her husband earned enough money 
over the years to buy a house and a restaurant. They have 
many German friends, and even feel a little bit German, 
but bigotry always lies in wait. 

Three years ago, they were locking for an apartment. 

‘*T can pass for a German,’’ Mrs. Yildizbas said, 
“But my husband has jet-black hair. One landlady told me, 
“Your husband is a foreigner. Sorry, you can’t have the 
apartment.?7’ 

Mrs. Yildizbas has a simple solution: Make it easier 
for immigrants to become citizens. She figures that would 
put them on a par with native Germans and provide some 
political muscle. 

Germany’s citizenship law, which dates from 1913, is 
based on blood and was used by the Nazis to justify 
persecution of foreigners. Citizenship is granted only to 
immigrants who prove German descent or pay fees and wait 
iS years. 

The law keeps most immigrants from voting or holding 
civil service jobs. 

Only about 1,560 Turks, in a population of 2 million, 
become citizens each year. 

“*This is not right. We pay German taxes,’’ Mrs. 
Yildizbas said. 
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“Tens af Thousands March, New Attacks Aimed at Turks, 
Clashes with Police< 

“Eds: Adds more details on Solingen riot< 

“By TERRENCE PETTY= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

SOLINGEN, Germany (AF) _ Tens of thousands of 
protestors took to the streets across Germany on Saturday, 
venting their anger and sorrow over the neo-Nazi slayings 
of five Turks a week ago. Police fought running battles 
with bottle-throwing troublemakers at a huge rally in 
Solingen. 

And as the protesters marched, suspected right-wing 
radicals set fire to a Turkish home and a Turkish 
restaurant elsewhere in Germany, causing fears that 
neo-Nazi violence in this country will only worsen. 

Folice said a Turkish mother and five children between 
ages 3 and 16 narrowly escaped as a fire erupted at the 
home in Hattingen, which isn’t far from Solingen. The 
family climbed out a window. 

The mother was awakened by one of her children, and 
Saw a young man fleeing the scene. No one was injured but 
the house was reduced to a charred shell. 

Right-wing extremists are also believed to have set 
fire to a Turkish restaurant in Konstanz, a popular 
vacation spot on Lake Constance. Several German students 
living above the restaurant escaped without injury. 

Twenty-six people have died in neo-Nazi violence 
during the past 18 months, and hundreds more have been 
injured. 

At a loss for answers, German politicians are 
scrambling to contain the unrest at home and damage to the 
country’s image abroad. 

Earlier Saturday, chief federal prosecutor Alexander 
von Stahl announced charges against three young men in the 
firebombing murder of the five Turks in Solingen. The May 
29 crime is reunited Germany’s most deadly neo-Nazi 
violence to date. 

Yon Stahl said charges of murder, attempted murder and 
arson were filed against a teenager and two men in their 
early 20s. A fourth teenager had already been charged. 

Those killings sparked a week of riots and protests, 
and led to the nationwide demonstrations on Saturday. 

Police spokesman Gustav Heyer said 15,8088 people 
demonstrated in Solingen, but protest organizers put the 
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Downtown Solingen, still trying to recaver from riots 
most of last week, was crippled by Saturday’s massive 
march. 

» the demonstration started peaceful, with thousands 
marching into the city from five different points. Turks 
and Germans walked side by side. Some protesters had 
children with then. 

The protesters shouted ‘Nazis Out,’? ‘“‘Fight Back 
Against The Nazis,’’ and **Black And White, Unite And 
Fight,’’ and carried a mock coffin bearing the names of 
victims who have died in neo-Nazi violence. 

The demonstrators swarmed into a sprawling parking lot 
for a rally. 

But the rally site quickly became a battlefield. 

Turks belonging to the extreme-right Gray Wolves 
fought with leftist Turks and hard-core German leftists, 
with both sides using sticks and stones as weapons. 
Someone in the mob fired a starter pistol into the air. 

Police with helmets and riot shields moved across the 
parking lot. Hundreds of bottles, stones, beer cans and 
other objects were hurled at the officers, whoa rushed 
their assailants and chased them away. 

Authorities said 15 police officers and four 
demonstrators were injured. One protester was hospitalized 
with stab wounds. One person was arrested. 

The unrest continued into the night, as about 366 
Turkish demonstrators marched through Solingen shouting 
nationalist slogans. Riot police marched alongside, trying 
to keep them from smashing windows. 

Nost store fronts were boarded up to protect windows 
that weren’t broken last week. 

Speakers at the Solingen rally blamed Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl for violence against foreigners, saying he has 
been too soft on right-wing radicals. 
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Behind the protests that followed the Solingen 
firebombing lie a complicated and often contradictory mix 
of emotions that shape what is called the **second 
generation’? of Turks in Germany. Their parents came here 
as laborers, and earned a reputation as hard working, 
quiet and grateful for the chance to live here. They 
almost never mixed in politics, and many are shocked to 
see the assertiveness that their children are beginning to 
show. 

‘“"My father is worried because I’m giving interviews 
and making public statements about what happened in 
Solingen,’* said Zehra Cirak, who came to Germany as a 
3-year-old in 1963 and has become a prominent 
German-language poet. ‘*He’s afraid something might happen 
to me, and he would like me to stay quiet. But my 
generation feels that we have a right to participate in 
every aspect of German life. We aren’t as timid as our 
parents.?? 

Miss Cirak was able to obtain German citizenship 
several years ago. The application procedure took nearly 
two years, and fees totaled about $866, but she was 
finally successful because she fulfilled the strict 
criteria set by German law and immigration rules. 

Between 1977 and 1998, the last period for which 
statistics are available, about 13,060 Turks were granted 
German citizenship. Most had either been born here or come 
as small children, and had attended German grammar 
schools. They had to show that they had mastered the 
German language, had never been in trouble with the 
police, and had steady jobs and permanent residences. 

But even some who fulfill these qualifications are 
turned down. Immigration officials have considerable 
leeway, and can reject applicants without giving detailed 
explanations. 

Ozgur Bozkurt, 26, a student who came here at 8, is 
among the lucky ones who has obtained German citizenship. 
But his 77-year-old sister, who was born in Berlin, is 
considered a foreigner. 

‘“*I feel that she has been the victim of a racist 
attack,’’ Bozkurt said. *‘She is stamped as an outsider, 
even though she speaks perfect German and feels completely 
at home here. 


‘People of my generation are caught between two 
cultures. Our parents identify with Turkish culture, but 
we don’t. We’re in the middle. We don’t feel really 

~Turkish, but Germany doesn’t want us.”’ 

Neither Bozkurt nor anyone he knows has ever been 
physically threatened, and although he prefers not to walk 
alone through certain neighborhoods after dark, he rarely 
feels uncomfortable or endangered. Worse than the threat 
of being attacked, he said, is the discrimination he and 
others who do not look like typical Germans endure at the 
hands of government officials. 

‘“The police are the worst,’’ he said. “‘If you go 
into a police station to ask for something, they 
automatically assume that you’re some kind of criminal. 
You see the same thing when you go into a housing office 
or a welfare office. The way they treat you is completely 
different from the way they treat people they consider to 
be ‘real Germans.’ 7? 

Bozkurt’s father came to Germany in 1972 to work as a 
machinist at a Siemens plant. After a few years he moved 
to a smaller company, where his fellow workers have 
elected him their union shop steward. 

‘*Ninety percent of us came here with the idea that we 
would go back to Turkey after a couple of years,’’ the 
elder Bozkurt said. *“*But we brought our families here, we 
got used to living in an orderly and disciplined society, 
and we began to like going out to the theater and concerts 
and films. We earn good money. Our kids don’t feel 
especially Turkish. The appeal of going back begins to 
fade. I may go back after I retire, but not before.’’ 

Although almost all of the Turks who came here in past 
decades were laborers, the **second generation’? has 
produced a group of sophisticated intellectuals who are 
pressing Germany to change its policies toward residents 
whe have foreign backgrounds. Several are now campaigning 
for a new law that would allow Turks to be granted dual 
citizenship without the obstacles that now exist. 
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-GERMANY’S YOUNG TURKS SAY ‘ENOUGH’ TO THE BIAS< 
8 jm< 

“By STEPHEN KINZER=6¢ 

*c.1993 N.Y. Times News Service=68¢ 


BERLIN — A 22-year-old Berlin woman who is pursuing a 
degree in business administration reflects one of 
Germany's greatest resources and, at the same time, one of 
its most troubling challenges. 

She is bright, articulate and opinionated, and looks 
forward to a productive career that will be both lucrative 
and socially responsible. But although she was born and 
raised in Berlin and has never left her homeland except 
for vacations, she remains an outsider, viewed 
suspiciously by many Germans and with outright hostility 
by some. 

The woman, Senay Kocadag, is the daughter of Turkish 
immigrants. Her birth here did not entitle her to German 
citizenship, as birth in the United States entitles a 
person to American citizenship. And the application for 
citizenship that she filed more than a year ago is 
languishing somewhere in the bureaucracy. 

“Of course it’s frustrating,’’ Miss Kocadag said as 
she reflected on the difficulties of living between two 
worlds. *“*‘I'm completely at home here, and when I visit 
Turkey I feel like a foreigner. But this society doesn’t 
want to recognize me or accept me as German.’’ 

Hundreds of thousands of Turkish workers were invited 
to Germany in the 196@s and 197@s, and their labor helped 
make this country one of the world’s economic titans. The 
sons and daughters of these migrants are now emerging as a 
new class, no longer truly Turkish but not fully welcome 
in the land that they consider home. 

There are more than 1.8 million Turks among Germany’s 
8G million people, making them the country’s largest 
minority. Two-thirds have lived here for at least a 
decade, and of those, nearly 359,000 have been here for 
more than 20 years. Their largest and best-established 
community is in Berlin, where 146,886 live and work. 

But German law and custom, which is based largely on 
principles that date from the late 19th century, make it 
very hard for Turks or other foreigners to obtain German 
citizenship. An ethnic German who lives in Russia and has 
had no contact with Germany for generations is entitled to 
citizenship almost automatically, as is a child or 
grandchild of Germans living in Africa or South America. 
But applicants with no German blood face a hast of 


obstacles, even ey have lived their whole lives here. 

For years this anomaly posed no great problem to 
Turkish workers here, because most never stopped thinking 
of themselves as Turks. They sent money to relatives at 
home, returned regularly to visit their native towns, and 
had little or no interest in becoming part of German 
society. 

But the sons and daughters of these “‘guest workers’’ 
are now coming of age, and the experience of growing up in 
Germany has made them quite different from their parents. 

Their growing assertiveness was illustrated after the 
firebombing in Solingen last Saturday, which left five 
Turkish women and girls dead. Groups of young Turks, 
joined by Germans who support them, rampaged through the 
streets for several nights, breaking shop windows and 
smashing parked cars in an unusual display of outrage. 

Like many children of Turkish parents here, Miss 
Kocadag thinks the violent protests were justified. 

‘*When I saw the TY pictures, I thought, ‘Thank God, 
finally people are reacting,’ °’ she said. “*This is the 
only way we are ever going to be noticed or taken 
seriously. The candlelight processions and petitions 
haven’t produced results. 

‘*Suddenly people are talking seriously about our 
situation here. That isn’t because of the bombing. It’s 
because we’re finally saying that we're fed up. If you’re 
positive, you never get anything. Nothing happens in this 
country without pressure from below.’’ 

Although there were periodic outbreaks of violence 
against foreigners in both East Germany and West Germany, 
the current wave began after the two nations were unified 
in 1998. According to police statistics, assaults by 
rightists led to 17 deaths in 199%9e. 

Many Germans came to believe that tensions would ease 
if the country’s liberal asylum law was tightened, and 
Parliament responded to their pressure last month by 
adopting a more restrictive law. But the Solingen attack 
came less than a week later, making the five Turks who 
died there the first fatalities of 1993. 


(STORY CAN END HERE. OPTIONAL MATERIAL FOLLOWS) 
nn 
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‘Tens of Thousands March, New Attacks on Turks¢ 

“Eds: LEADS throughout to KESTORE dropped word ‘officials’ 
in @nd graf, UPDATE with details of Solingen rally; SUBS 
&th graf pvs, “A 16-year-old...’ with 2 grafs to eliminate 
garble. No pickup< 

“With AMN-Germany-Suspects, Bjt< 

“AP Photos MEE1@1,S0L102< 

“By TERRENCE PETTY= 

“Associated Fress Writer= 

SGLINGEN, Germany (AP) _ Tens of thousands of people 
took to the streets across the nation Saturday to protest 
the killing of five Turks as suspected arson attacks 
revived fears that neo-Nazi violence would spread. 

Federal officials rushed to investigate a fire at a 
Turkish house in the western German city of Hattingen. 
Another investigation was under way at a heavily damaged 
Turkish restaurant in the southern city of Konstanz. 

Folice said a Turkish mother and five children between 
the ages of 3 and 16 narrowly escaped the flames in 
Hattingen by climbing out a window at the back of the 
house. 

Folice said they are seeking a young man seen leaving 
the scene by the mother, who was awakened by one of the 
children. Mo one was injured, but the house was gutted, 
police said. 

In Konstanz, several German students living above the 
burned out Turkish restaurant also escaped without injury, 
police said. 

Police suspect arson in both attacks. 

Twenty-six people have died in neo-Nazi violence 
during the past 18 months, and hundreds more have been 
injured. 

Earlier Saturday, chief federal prosecutor Alexander 
von Stahl announced charges against three young men in the 
May 29 killings of the five Turks in Solingen. Von Stahl 
said the three _ a teen-ager and two men in their early 
24s _ would face charges of murder, attempted murder and 
arson. A fourth teen-ager was charged earlier. 

The killings at Solingen sparked a week of riots and 
protests, and led to the nationwide demonstrations on 
Saturday. 

In Solingen, more than 6,666 demonstrators marched 
into the city center shortly before noon. The crowd later 
swelled to about 15,600, police spokesman Gustav Heyer 
said. Organizers claimed 34,@@@ took part. 


Several demonstrators carried two mock coffins draped 
in black cloths. 

Speakers at a rally blamed Chancellor Helmut Kohl for 
violence against foreigners, saying he has been too soft 
on right-wing radicals. A manifesto read at the rally 
demanded authorities ‘‘finally take action against all 
racist and fascist organizations.’’ 

During the rally, Turks belonging to the extreme-right 
Gray Wolves fought with leftist Turks and hard-core German 
leftists, with both sides using sticks and stones. Many of 
the protesters hurled bottles and rocks at the police. 

The rally was in chaos for a half hour until police 
chased their assailants away. 

Germany’s all-news television channel n-tyv reported 
there were numerous injuries. Heyer said he knew of only 
three demonstrators hurt. 

Most store fronts were boarded up to protect windows. 
Signs on the windows read “‘No Hate _ No Violence’’ in 
German and Turkish. 

The unrest continued into the night, as about 366 
Turkish demonstrators marched through Solingen shouting 
nationalist slogans. Riot police marched alongside. 

Folice in Nuremberg estimated that between 4,898 and 
53,8966 people joined in an anti-Nazi protest, and in Munich 
about 6,808 people gathered in the city’s Marienplatz 
square in front of the city hall. 

Another 6,980 demonstrated in the southern city of 
Augsburg, and about 1,56@ anti-rightist protesters 
gathered in the northern port city of Hamburg, police 


said. e 

In the Bad Langapalna in the eastern state of 
Thuringia, police said @bhout 380 people demonstrated. One 
banner read *‘‘Moelln and Solingen _ Ethnic Cleansing the 
German Way.?’ 

Moelin was the site of an earlier neo-Nazi arson 
attack on a Turkish home in northern Germany in November 
that killed a Turkish grandmother, her niece and 
granddaughter. 
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BC~Turkey~Germany-Kurds 

“Turkey Reacts to Germany on Aid Suspensiont 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — Turkey on Friday reacted angrily to the 
suspension af military aid by Germany, rejecting charges that 
German-supplied weapons had been used to guell Kurdish unrest. 

The Foreign Ministry said statements by German officials were 

‘based on wrong or inaccurate press reports. °’ 

Dieter Vagel, spokesman for German Chancellor Helmut Kohl, on 
Thursday said the Turkish military was suspected of using arms 
supplied last year from East German stockpiles. 

According to official figures, 37 people were killed and 125 
were wounded in southeastern Turkey when security forces cracked. 
down on Kurdish guerrilias. Media reports put the death toll at at 
least 50. 

Bonn’s move followed a report by the German television network 
Sat-1 that German~-supplied armored cars had been seen fighting the 
insurgents. 

German Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher called on the 
Eurcpean Community to condemn Turkey's use of force and pledged to 
take the matter to the Conference on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe. 

‘““We find it strange that political personalities of friendly 
and allied countries can make statements not corresponding to the 
facts or historical ties of Friendship between our countries without 
acquiring correct information through diplomatic channels, ©’ the 
Turkish Foreign Ministry said. 

The statement said Turkey was a democratic state of law and it 
was out of question for it to attack its own citizens. 

“Turkey, if @ way required-of a democratic state of law, has 
prevented a terrorist organization which has killed thousands of 
innocent people in recent years from launching armect Attacks anew 4” 
the statement said. 

The statement apparently referred to the Kurdish Labor Party 
(PKK), which is outlawed in Turkey. The guerrilla group has been 
fighting since 1984 for an independent state in the 
Kurdish-dominated southeast. 

In a semi-veiled criticism of what iS Seen in Turkey as a German 
backing to Kurdish separatism, the statement said ‘“‘We expect all 
the members of the free world to refrain from acts which amount to 
protection of terrorism. ’’ 

Germany is home to about 1.7 million Turkish workers, about a 
quarter of whom are ethnic Kurds. 
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“BC~Turkey~Germnany-Kurds¢ 
“{Msg&é&& Rome for handing) < 
“Turkey Reacts to Germany on Aid Suspensiont 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — Turk@y on Friday reacted angrily to the 
SUSperision of military aid by Germany, A principal NATC ally, for 
alleged use of supplied weapons against the Kurds. 

After a cabinet meeting which lasted into @warly Friday, the 
foreign ministry rejected the charges that German-supplied equipment 
had been used to quell the Kurdish unrest, attacking statements by 
German officials ‘‘based on wrong or inaccurate press reparts, ° 

Dieter Vogel, spokesman for German Chancellor Helmut Kohl, on 
Thursday said the Turkish military was suspected of using the arms 
supplied last year from the East German stockpiles against the Kurds 
in bloody clashes that marked the Kurdish spring festival last 
wee i earicl . 

According to the official figures, 37 people were killed and 125 
were wounded in southeastern Turkey when security forces cracked 
down on separatist riots in several aaa dade Media reports put the 
death tall at at least 50. 

Bonn ’s move followed a report by German television network Sat-1 
that German~-supplied armoured cars had been seen fighting the 
rioters during the unrest. 

. German Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher demanded the 
European Community to condemn Turkey’s use af force on the Kurds and 
pledged to take the matter to the Conference oan Security and 
Cooperation in Europe. 





“‘We find it strange that political personages of friendly and 
allied countries can make statements not corresponding to the facts 
or historical ties of Friendship between our countries without 
acquiring correct infarmation thraugh diplomatic channels, ‘’ 
retorted the Turkish foreign ministry statement. 

The statement said Turkey was a democratic state of law and it 
was Out of Question for it to attack its own citizens. 

“Turkey, in a way required of a democratic state of law, has 
prevented a terrorist organization which has killed thousands of | 
innocent people in recent years from launching armed attacks, taking 
advantage of the (Kurdish) Novruz festival,’ the statement said. 

‘*In doing this, it has taken care to comply with all the 
provisions of the bilateral military assistance agreement it has 
concluded with Germany,’ it stressed. 

In @ semi-veiled criticism of what is seen in Turkey as a German 
backing to Kurdish separatism, the statement said “‘We expect all 
the members of the free world toa refrain from acts which amount to 
protection of terrorism.‘ 

The tensions between Turkey and its traditional European ally 
was quick to reflect on press headlines and commentaries. 

““Tf you don’t (give), you don’t,’ banner headlined Hurriyet. 

“"“Genscher, who said nothing when (Iraqi leader) Saddam Hussein 
ruthlessly massacred poor Kurdish civilians im Halabja (in 1988) 
with chemmical weapons it bought from Germany, who showed mo : 
particular haste in sharing the hatred of the world when rag 
invaded Kuwait, «.who persisted in his silence when Saddam attacked 
the Kurds with his Last remaining planes after the Gulf war, the 
same Genscher who sees himself as anather Rismarck, the foreign 
minister of a country which could defeat terrorism by executing the 
Baader-Meinhof gang members in their prisan without trial...now sees 
Turkey aS an instrument for cleaning his country from all the sins 


and dirt of the past,’° wrote Hurriyet’s popular commentator - 
Ertugrul Ozkok. 
, Hans Declares War on Turk@ey,’* read the banner headline of 


Liberal newspaper Milliyet which published a similarly critical 
commentary. ** | 
“(pga 
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“BC~Germany~-Defense Scandal, 3rd Ld« 

“Eds. Updates with Kohl picking Ruehe as new defense minister 
“By TERRENCE PETTY= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

RONN, Germany (AFP) — Defense Minister Gerhard Stoltenberg 
resigned Tuesday after an escalating scandal surrounding the illicit 
shipment of 15 Leopard tanks to Turkey. 

Stoltenberg told a news conference that he had turned in his 
resignation to Chancellor Helmut Kohl and that Kohl had accepted. 

Kohl said he was recommending to President Richard von 
Weizgsaecker that Volker Ruehe be named the new defense minister. 

Ruehe, 49, 165 the secretary-qenerai of Kohl's conservative 
Christian Democratic Party. The chancellor’s recommendatian ta 
Weizgsaecker 15 expected to receive automatic approval. 

On Moanday, Stoltenberg fired one of his top aides for Letting 
the tanks get through to Turkey despite a parliamentary freeze on 
the weapans. 

Stoltenberg said at the time he himself had no intention oF 
stepping down, but a day later he was gone. 

The scandal, Sth graf, as before 
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“BC-Germany-Defense Scandal, ist Ld-Writethrut 
“Government Sources Say Defense Minister Stepping Downs 
“Ede: Adds background, byline 
“By TERRENCE PETTY= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

BONN, Germany (AP) —§ Germany's defense minister resigned Tuesday 
because of an escalating scandal surrounding the illicit shipment of 
i5 Leopard tanks to Turkey, government sources said. 

& day earlier, Defense Minister Gerhard Stoltenberg fired one of 
his top aides for letting the tanks get through to Turkey despite a 
parliamentary freeze on the weapons. 

Stoltenberg said at the time he himself had no intention of 
stepping down despite intense pressure to do so, 

But government sources, speaking on condition of anonymity, said 
Stoltenberg has decided to quit. 

The scandal is one of the most serinus affairs to hit the German 
military establishment in recent years. 

Surrounding it is German pressure on Turkey to improve treatment 
of its Kurdish minority. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s government Last week ceased all arms 
shipments to the NATO ally, alleging Turkey had used German-supplied 
Weapons against the Kurds. 

But even before then there were calis in Bonn to end the arms 
deliveries, oe have been occuring since 1964. 

Parliament's budget committee last November froze funds for the 
delivery of is Leopard tanks to Turkey because of alleged attacks on 
Kurdish civilians. 

But the German company responsible for refitting and sending the 
tanks was apparently never told of the conmittee’s decision, and the 
equipment was sent. 

Stoltenberg on Monday said that Wolfgang Ruppelt, No.4 official 
at the ministry, had taken respansibilty far the LLLICTE shipment 
and that he was going into ‘‘@early retirement. 

Relations between Turkey and Germany have plummeted over the 
suspension of arms shipments. 

Turkish President Turgut Ozal has charged that ever since 
unification, Germany has been meddling im other nations’ affairs. 
Ozal also said that ‘'Hitler’s Germany did the same thing. ’’ 
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“BC-Turkey-German 
“bermany Poised to Restart arms Supplies to Turkeys 

ANAARG, TuUrKey (AF? — Turkey and Germany have exchanged Letters 
on resuming Bonn’s military assistance, which was suspended in 
fiarch, Foreign Minister Hikmet Cetin said here Tuesday. 

bermany Stopped the aid on the groungos that Turkey had used 
berman arms against Kurdish demonstrators in southeastern Turkey. 

At least 30 Kurds were reported Kilied in clashes with security 
forces in southeastern Turkey in demonstrations which marked tie 
March 23 Kurdish spring festival. Turkey accused the separatist 
Kurdish Labor Party of instigating the clashes. it denied using 
perhan arms against civilians. 

Uther European Community countries Gid not foliow Bonn’s lead 
and the United States said Turkey s fight against separatist 
insurgents was justified. 

Since the mid~i¥oUs, Turkey has received arouno dirs 3 pilLion 
in military equipment from Germany. 

C@tin Said he stresseqa the importance of the Turkish~berman 
friendship tea both countries in the Letter he sent to Kiaus Kinkel, 
his German counterpart. 

He did not reveal the content of Kinkel’s Letter. 

State-owned Turkish television said Cetin s Letter was expected 
tO De Submitted to the German Farliament on wednesday to pave the 
way for the resumption of the aid. 

Turkey & Foreign Ministry spokesman, Fernat Ataman, said the 

military assistance had been a main sunpject in recent talks here 
with Dieter Nastrup, a ranking German Foreign Ministry official. 

He Said Officials told Kastrup that Turkey had not deviated from 
the terms of the military assistance agreement. 
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“BC-Germany-Turkey< 
“Report: Pressured By U.S., Germany To Lift Arms Embargo On Turkey< 

BONN, Germany (AP) — Under pressure from the United States, 
Germany plans to lift its arms embargo against fellow NATO member 
Turkey, a newspaper reported in its early Wednesday editions. 

Germany suspended all weapons shipments to Turkey two months 
ago, charging that Ankara was using the arms against minority 
Kurds. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s government said at the time German 
arms could only be used to defend Turkey from outside aggressors, 
such as Iraq. 

Die Welt, a respected Bonn-based conservative daily, reported 
that Turkey and Germany have reached an agreement that “is 
supposed to permit resumption on the German side of NATO defense 
assistance and armaments cooperation. ~ 

At the same time, said the newspaper, Turkey would be ~ obliged 
not to use German weapons against autonomy-striving Kurds in their 
own country. ~~ 

The agreement was reached last week during talks in Ankara 
between the Turkish government and Dieter Kastrup, a top aide to 

reign Minister Klaus Kinkel, the newspaper said. 
ys ~*Bonn was under pressure from NATO, which in this case was 
especially influenced by the United States,°° the newspaper said. 

According to Die Welt, Washington had urged the ~*resumption of 
defense assistance’° for the ~“most important pillar’°~ in southern 
Europe. 
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-ALMANYA- 

—-FEDERAL MECLIS DISISLERI KOMISYONU, 
TURKIYE “YE SILAH SEVKIYATININ 
SERBEST BIRAKILMASINI KARARLASTIRDI 


BONN (A.A) - Federal Alman Meclisi Disisleri Komisyonu, 
Turkiye’ ye Nato yardimi CerCevesinde yapilmakta olan silah 
sevkiyatinin serbest birakilmasini kararlastirdi. 

Komisyonun bugunku toplantisinda, Turkiye’ye silah sevkiyati 
konusu genis bir biCimde ele alindi ve komisyon uyelerinin Cogunluk 
oylari ile Turkiye’ye karsi surdurulmekte olan silah ambargosunun 
kaldirilmasi yonunde karar alindi. 

Federal Hukumet Sozcusu Dieter Vogel, bugun Bonn’da duzenledigi 
basin toplantisinda, Disisleri Komisyonundan geCen soz konusu 
kararin, Savunma ve ButCe Komisyonlarinda da gorusuldukten Federal 
Bakanlar Kurulu’na sevkedilecegini aCikladi. 

Bu arada, Meclis Disisleri Komisyonu toplantisindan sonra basin 
mensuplarinin sorularini yanitlayan Komisyon Baskani Hristiyan 
Demokrat Parti (CDU) Milletvekili Hans Stercken, bugun alinan karar 
uyarinca, Turkiye’ye silah sevkiyatinin ~"“teorik”~© olarak yarindan 
itibaren baslayabilecegini soyledi. 

Stercken, konunun bugun Savunma ve ButCe Komisyonlarinda 
gorusulecegini ve gorusmelerin sonucunun Disisleri Komisyonu’ nun 
almis oldugu karar dogrultusunda gerCeklesmesinin beklendigini 
bildirdi. 
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“BC~Turkey-Germany< 
“UAPWe for turnaround, Rome occupied with Pope? < 
“German Foreign Minister bays Turkey Wot Ready For EC Membership 

ANNARA, Turkey (AP) — Turkey’ s observance of human rights is 
improving but would nor yet permit the country tO be accepted to 
Fula membership in the European Community, berman Foreign Minister 
Wiaus Kinkei Said froncay. 

Ending the first visit by a German foreign minister in @ight 
years, Winkel toid reporters that the iz EC governments hoped 
eventually to welcome Turkey to membership. Turkey has held 
associate EG membership since ié3., : 

Tne domestic situation in Turkey means the country stili has a 
long way to go to full EC membership, Kinkel said. 

Turkish Foreign tiinister Hikmet Cetin had said during a dinner 
With Ainkel Sunday that Ankara hoped Germany Wili back Turkey s 
application For Full membership, pending since “L987. 

Kinkel met with Cetin and Premier Suleyman Demirel during a: 
two-day visit billed as an attempt to mend relations that plunged 
early this year after Germany imposed an arms embargo on its WATO 
aliy. Germany complained that Turkey had used imported berman 
WEAPONS On Kurdish protesters. The arms embargo has since been 
Lifted. 

The berman visitor also met with tne head of Turkey s human 
rights organization, Nevzat Heivaci, and heard reports that Turkish 
aUtTHMOrities sametimes tortured suspects by beating the soles of 
their feet or using water jets and electric shocks, German diplomats 
Saic 
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| German Foreign Minister Visits Turkeys 
“Eas: UPDATES with comments< 

ANIKARA , _ Turkey LAPD _ Turkey and barnany continued to mend 
relations Sunday with a visit by bermar Foreign Minister tiaus 
Kinkel, and Turkey & top dipiomat asked for bermany to pack its 
European Commun i ty membership pid. | 

Turkish Foreign Trinister Hikmet Cetin called tor bermany s | 
support during a dinner With KinkeL, WhO began a two-day state visit 
here on SUNCAY » | 

TUKEY, aN associate member of tne EC since i¥é3, applied for 
FULL memobersmip in 1987 put the L2-member group has sheived tne 
aAppLication, saying Turkey Was NOt ready to integrate aconomicaliy 
and sOCiaiiy. Tne EL is to Grop trade barriers Later this year toa 
CPeATe a UNIfled Evuro-market. 

Ninkel noted earlier that there were ne@eariy two milion jurks in 
bermany and that a bermany WETNOUT TUPKS WILL be unthinkaole. 

“+ the TUrKS Leave the Ford automobile factory Wilt Nave to 
shut Gown, he said, an apparent reference to the Large numbers af 
Turks. in bermany $ work force. 

Kink@i S visit 15 seen as an attempt to warm ties after bermany 
Lifted an arms embargo on Turkey, its NATO ally, Which had been 
imposed because Turkey allegedly used imported berman weapons on 
Kurdish protesters. 

Last month, Kinkei and Cetin exchanged Letters ailowing tne 
resumption of aig. 
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msa& rome (german svc note) 
“BC~Turkev-German« | . 

“Turkev Deolores Germanv Over Illeaal Activities of a Fuagitivet 
ANKARA,. Turkev (AP) Turkey on Friday exoressed anoer that a 
Turkish Muslim fundamentalist fucitive was allowed to continue his 

illeaqal activities against Turkev freely in Germany. 

Celalettin Kaplan. the Turkish Muslim fundamentalist. fled to 
Germany im 1980s and organized thousands of Turkish workers Livina 
in Germanv to ficaht for the establishment of an Islamic state in 
Turkev. Turkey strinoed of Kanlan fram his Turkish nationality. 

Turkish media refer Kaplan with his nickname “‘the black voice’’ 
to svmboLlize his qoals on Turkey. 

A footace from a recent demonstration led by Kanlan in Germanv 
was shown on Turkev’s private Show-tv earlier this week. [t showed 
thousands of Turks. who gathered at a closed-stadium recitina verses 
from the Muslim holy book Koran and vowina to onursue their cause 
until victory. 

Foreian Ministry snokesman Ferhat Ataman said Turkev was 
saddened bv the fact that Kanlan. whose activities were also banned 
in Germany. was allowed to lead such a meeting. 

Kanlan sunporters broucht a nunnpet of Turkev’s founder Kemal 
Ataturk to the meetino hall and broke it into pieces. the tv showed. 

‘*“We have learned with reoret that the bust of Turkev's Founder 
and areat leader Kemal Ataturk was broken at a meetina which took 


oOlace in a friendly and allv country (Germanv).’‘ Ataman said. 
““We have brovaht the matter to the attention of the German 
embassy. We will nursue it closely.’’ Ataman added, 


Ataturk reduced the role of religion in this overwhelminalyv 
Muslim mation in 1920s. establishina a secular reaime. 

Turkev’s relations with Germany have been sufferina from 
setbacks latelv. 

Germanvy imposed a temporarv arms embarcdo on Turkev. its NATO 
allv. last sorina. charagina that Turkev used donated German weapons 
to Fiaht Kurdish rebels. 

The tensions resurfaced last month over alleonations that a 
German~-Ssuoplied armored car dranded a Kurdish rebel to his death. 

Germanv allows Turkev‘’s illegal Kurdistan Workers Party. PKK. to 


Maintain offices in Bermanv desoite ohbtections from Turkev. 
“(za)d< 
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“BC-Turkev-Germanv« 

“Turkey and Germanv Seek to Improve Relations* 

ANKARA. Turkev CAP) German Defense Minister Volker Ruehe said 
Tuesdav that Turkev had furnished assurances German~-suonlied arns 
would mat be used acainst seoaratist Kurdish rebels. 

Endinoa a 24-hour official visit. Ruehe told a news conference 
that a committee would be set uo to “‘avoid misunderstandinos.’ 
Relations between the two countries came under strains in March over 
Turkev's allened use of German weanvdns in the battle against Kurdish 
rebels. 

‘We are in aoreement that if the German arms are used in 
Turkev'’s fioaght with (Kurdish ) terrorism. it will not have a 
positive effect on our relations.’ ’ Ruehe said. 

But he said Germanyv resocected Turkev’s riaht ta fidght terrorism 
in leaqitimate wavs. 

Despite recurrina complaints aver the alleged misuse of weanons. 
Ruehe made clear Germanv would keeo providina military aid to Turkev 
in the comina vears. This will include 46 Phantom i@ets to be oiven 
over the next two vears. he said. 

Turkish Defense Minister Nevzat Avaz said Ruehe was told no 
German arms had been used against the Kurdish rebels in southeastern 
Turkev and in northern TIrao. ‘‘We have not used them, we wild not 
use them. ° Avaz said. 

Germany imonosed a temporaryv arms embarono on Turkev. its N&TO 
allv. last Sorina. charaina that Turkev used donated German weavons 
to fiaht Kurdish rebels. 

The tensions resurfaced last month over alleaations that a 
German-suoolied armored car had dracaqed a Kurdish rebel to his 
death. 

Turkey said the victim was already dead and the armored car had 
heen called to draa the bodv awav for fear of boobv traos. 

Turkev's illegal Kurdistan Workers Party. PKK. has been fighting 
for self rule in southeastern Turkey since 1984. Its armed units 
operate mainilv from their bases in northern Iraq. The PRK violence 
has claimed about 5.500 lives so far. 

About 5.000 Turkish trooos launched a massive military offensive 
in northern Irada to crack down on the Turkish Kurdish rebel bases 
last month. 

Germany allows the PKK to maintain offices in Germanv despite 
the obiections of Turkev. Ruehe said the riaht of free exoression 
had been aQquaranteed by the German constitution. 
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“BC-Turkev-Germanvs 
“German Citizen Charged with Helmnina Kurdish Rebels« 

DIYARBAKIR. Turkev (AP) ® state security court prosecutor 
charaed a German citizen with working in cooneration with Turkev’s 
illegal Kurdish oraqanization., accordina tao an indictment released 
Thursday .« 

The German citizen. identified as Stefan Waldbera was arrested 
two weeks aaqo after he crossed -into Turkey from northern rac. He 
was Aallegqediv in possession of illenal Kurdish documents. 

The indictment said Waldbero was working as a messenoer for the 
Kurdistan Workers Party. PK. 

PAK has been Ffiohtina for self-rule in southeastern Turkev,. ft 
operates mainiv From bases in northern Trac. 

The Turkish army launched a major militarv offensive to crack 
down the PKK bases in northern I[raa twa weeks aaa. 

The Germanv embassv said Walcdbern was an @lectrician and worked 
AS A Karte-time tioqurnalist for radio statians. 

Waldbera gaid in his ore-trial testimony he would be usina the 
PKK documents and the cassettes for his radio work. accordina to the 
indictment. 

Waldbera faces a tail term up to 10 vears if convicted. 


The trial is @exmnected to start by the end of the month. 
“Czar 
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“BC-Turkev-Neo-Nazi Attack<é 
“Turkev Reacts Sharolv over Killina of Turks< 

ANKARA,. Turkev (AP) ~ Turkish newsnaners on Tuesday reacted 
harshiv over the killino of three Turkish nations in a firebomb 
attack in Germany. 

The newspaners devoted most of their first pages to the attack 
under almost a common banner of “**The Nazi Violemce.’* 

The Istanbul dailv Millivet used a red swastika before its 
headline to svmbolize the origin of the attack. 

Millivet‘’s chief columnist Altan Ovmen wrote that the German 
government carried a creat resconsibilitv to orevent the growina 
danger of “‘identifvina racism with Germany.’ ’ 

Ovmen said it would be possible only if the German authorities 
Vioorouslv fouaht against the racist arounos. arrestina and 
prasecutina them ranidiv. 

Radicals firebombed two west German anartment houses early 
Mondav. killing two Turkish women and a jOQO-vear-old girl in the 
Village of Moelin. near the Baltic Sea. 

The firebombina followed a weekend of other attacks and battles 
between nea-Nazis and radical leftists in Germany. 

& foreiagn ministry statement said on Wednesday that Turkev 
summoned the German Ambassador Jurcgen Oesterhelt to the ministryv on 
Tuesdav and relaved the ‘‘deen arief’'’ felt bv Turkev over the 
incident. 

The statement said the attack occurred desoite the fact that 
Turkey had warned German authorities against racist attacks aimed at 
foreianers,. and reauired that effective measures should be taken. 

The German ambassador was told that Turkev exnected the sneedv 
capture and ounishment of ‘these inhuman criminals and the moral 


and material indemnification of their survivors.’ the statement 
adcdecl. 

Turks make up Germanv’s largest foreianer ponulation. About 1.5 
million Turkish nationals. mostiv “’’oauest workers.’ ‘ live in 
Germany « 

“(zare< 
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“BC-Germanv-Riaghtist Arrest. 2nd Ld-Writethrut 
“Prosecutors Arrest Susoect in Moelin Firebombinat 
“Eds: UPDATES with more arrests in another case. osronosals to 
tighten laws. a rightist aroun to be bannedse 
“By NESHA STARCEVIC= 
“ASSOcIiated Press Writer= 

FRANKFURT. Germanv (AP) Authorities said Thursdav thev had 
arrested a oossible susvect in the firebombina that Killed three 
Turkish residents. and said he was a member of a neo-Nazi terrorist 
arOUD » 

The Chief Federal Prosecutor’s Office said 25-vear-old Michael 
Peters and 10 other oe@oole were being investigated for foundina and 
belonainoa to a ‘‘riahtist terrorist‘’ aroun. 

In a Statement. the Karilsruhe-based office said the remainina 10 
were Known to the authorities. but it did not release their names. 
Peters was taken into investigative custody Wednesday on the 
susoicion of attemnted murder and arson in two cases and one count 

of breachina the peace. 

He and the other 10 are suspected of foundina a aroun which 
imtended to oursue ite “‘riahtist extremists and xenoohabic aqoals’ ’ 
theouoh vidlence. esoecially arson. aaqainst foreianers Livina in 
Germany, the statement said. 

‘"“Members of this aroun are currentlv under investiaqation to 
determine whether thev were alsa resvonsible for the Nov. 23 attack 
im Moelin.’'’ the statement said. 

It said Peters was from the village of Gudow. 13 kilometers (& 
miles) south of Moelin. where a Turkish woman and two Turkish girls 
died in a fFirebombina earlv Monday. 

The victims were a Si-vear-old Turkish woman. her 10~-vear~-old 
GQranhddauahter and a 14-vear-old visitina relative. The woman. Bahide 
Arslan. belonged to a Turkish familv that had lived in Moelin for 25 
Years. Her daranddauohter had been born in Germany. 

The ovolice were alerted to the fire bv a caller who signed off 
With ~““Heil Hitler.‘ ~ 

More than 1.700 riahtist attacks have been revorted in Germanv 
this vear. with 16 veoole killed. 

But the Moelin firebombina added a new dimension to the wave of 
Violence because it was directed at lona-time residents. and mot at 
Fecentiv arrived asvium seekers who have borne the brunt of previous 
attacks. 

Chief Federal Prosecutor Alexander von Stahl announced on Mondav 
that his office was takino over the investigation of the murders in 
Moelin, because phere was evidence the riahtists were mot ordinarv 
criminals but were seekina to overthrow German democracy, 


The Karlsruhe office had been responsible for huntina down > 
_ heftist terrorists in the 1970° and 1980s. 

The office has been criticized for not takina much action durina 
the recent soiralina wave of extreme criahtist attacks adqainst 
foreianers and Jewish taraets that have stunned Germanv and the 
wor Le . 

Authorities have said thev plan to crack down on riahtist 
extremists. but another incident was reoarted Thursdav. Late 
Wednesdav. assailants threw a firebomb at a sports hall housina 14 
asvlum seekers in Neustadt. near Hanover. 

The firebomb never ianited and no one was intured. nolice said. 

In the northern state of Brandenbura. npolice announced the 
arrest of two teen~maae skinheads suspected of dousina a man with 
Gasoline and settina him ablaze on Nov. 7. The Sil-vear-old victim 
died of his indupries. 

Riohtists also ransacked a refucee home in the villace of 
Struvenhera. and a 3O-vear-old man was arrested after marchina 
through the town of Naven shoutino “Heid Hitler’’ and *'Foreioners 
Out.’ Brandendbura oolice said the man resisted arrest and intitured 
several officers before he was overwhelmed. 

German television and the newsnaoer Berliner Moraennoast said 
Interior Minister Rudolf Seiters olanned to ban a riahtist extremist 
organization by the end of the week. The ministry delcined to 
Comment . 

Lawmaker Johannes Gerster said the Christian Democrats and the 
Christian Social Union. two members of the aovernina coalition. 
planned to pronase tougher laws to fiaht neo-Nazis in December. 

He said snecial mationwide pvnolice wnits eauinoed with 
helicapters should be set up to intervene as soon as riahtists 
annoear at a scene. 

The prosecutor ’s office statement said Peters and his aroun are 
suspected in three other arsan attacks on refuaee homes in northern 
Germany in Sentember. 

One oF the attacks was in Peters’ home Village of Gudow. No 
inturies were reovoorted in the attacks. 

Meanwhile. Foreian Minister Klaus Kinkel said he would attend a 
memorial service at a Hambura mosaue Fridav for the three Turks 
killed in Moe@liin. 

Their bodies were to be flown later to Turkev for burial. ’ 

Turkish communitv leaders in Germany have also urged Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl to attend the service. 
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“BC-Germanv-Griefé 
“With Germanv-Riahtists<¢ 

-*10.000 Join in Memorial Service for Three Turks Killed in Neo-Nazi 
Attack< ‘ 

“AP Wireohoto Available« 

“By NESHA STARCEVIC= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

HAMBURG, Germany (AP) Hanife Hoeke stared at the flasc~draned 
coffins with the bodies of three felllow Turks. and she shuddered 
with fear. 

Too distant from her native Turkev after 21 vears in Germanv. 
and suddenilv feelina threatened in her adooted homeland. Mrs. Hoeke 
feels she’s oot nowhere to ao. even though she’s married to a 
German. 

*“*Until now I have lived well in Germany. Now I am afraid that 
the attacks will camtinue. At home in Turkev I feel as a foreianer, 
Here I am a foreianer,. What can I do and where can [I an?.’’ she 
Said. 

Mes. Hoeke. a slight. Si-vear-old woman with four dauvohters. was 
amona mare than 10.000 maurners. overwhelminalyvy Turks but also 
Germans and other foreian nationals. who came for a memorial service 
Fridav for the victims of reunited Germanv’s worst neo-Nazi attack, 

Bahide Arslan. 51. her aranddauahter Yeliz Arslan. 10. and her 
14-vear~-old niece Avse Yilmaz. a visitor from Turkev. died when 
suspected neo~Nazis threw firebombs into their apartment buildina in 
Moelin. 40 kilometers (25 miles) @east of Hambura. earlv Mondav. 

Authorities have arrested nine neo-Nazis susnected in a series 
of arsons and are investiaatina whether the arouo is also involved 
in the Moelin attack. 

Mrs. Arslan had lived in Germanv for 25 vears and her 
Oranddauahter was born in this. country. That was the messace the - 
mourners wanted to tell their German neighbors, 

‘*Yeliz 10 vears old. Born here. burned here.‘* said ane larae 
banner carried by a aroun of Turks. | 

‘*T was born here. I arew up here. I ago to school here. Mv onlv 


quilt is that I am a Turk.’ said another ooaster. carried around her 
neck bv Mrs. Hoeke’s &8-vear-old dauohter-Pina. 
*“*! didn’t sleeno for two niahts.’’ Mes. Hoeke said. *‘We live on 


the second floor and I was afraid thev would throw a firebomb into 
our apar tme oh 


Another Lona-time resident said she was afraid for her 
18-vear-old son. who was born one vear after the family arrived in 
GerMaAnva - 

**T have no words to describe how I feel. Mv feelinas are so 
strona and mv words are so weak. °° gaid Alive Yurtsever. a 
43~-vear-oOld social worker, 

The memorial service was held in @& workinoa-class Hambura 
district of red-brick apartment buildinas. from which neiahbors 
peered at the crowd. 

Hamburoa’s 68.000 Turks closed their businesses and their 
children staved away from school in mournina. Flaas on official 
buildinoas flew at half-staff. 

Because the mosque was so small. the service was comducted 
Outside by an imam. who read from the Koran usina a bullhorn. Men 
Draved on tcaroets, others used their coats to kneel on. 

Foreian Minister Klaus Kinkel. Labor Minister Norbert Bluem and 
Deowty Parliament Sopaker Renate Schmidt were amona German officials 
who came to the service. Chancellor Helmut Kohl staved awav. despvite 
calls bv some Turkish leaders and German ovoliticians for him to 
attend. | 

Bluemn received anolause when he said the cqovernment would carrv 
on the fiaht against “this new barbarisn, °° 

‘We want no old Nazis. we want no new NWazis. we don’t want anv 
Nazis at all.‘'’ Bauwuem said. ‘“*‘Let us stav aqood neiahbors. that’s the 
best renlyv to the violence.’ 

More than 1.6 million Turks are Germany's laraest for@ian agroaun. 
Manv were recruited to work in labor-short Germany in the. eariv 
19605. and thev heloed achieve the countrv’s economic miracle. 

At the end of the service. the coffins. draoed in red Turkish 
flaos with the white star and crescent. were carried high for 
several blocks by wailina men through the Flac~carrvina crowd. 

Weeping relatives of the victims accompanied the coffins. which 
were taken to hearses that took them to the airoort. The victims 
will be buried in Turkev. 

The dav of observances ended with a ralilv in front of Hambura'’s 
city hall. where Foreian Minister Kinkel was boned bv a crowd that 
had swellled to 20.000. Several eoqas were also thrown at him. but 
nissed., 
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“BC-Turkeav-Neo~Nazi Victimest 

“Bodies of Attack Victims Arrive in their Hometownt 

CARSAaMBA, Turkev CAP) Hundreds of mournina Turks oaid their 
last resvects Saturdav to the three Turks killed by a neo-Nazi 
attach in Germanv as the victims’ bodies arrived in their hometown. 
the Turkish néws adencv Anatolia reoorted. 

The bodies were flown to Turkev after a memorial service in 
Moella. near Hambura Friday. 

Bahide Arslan. Si. her oranddauohter. Yeliz Arslan. 10. amd her 
14-vear-old niece. Avse Yilmaz. a visitor from Turkev. died when 
suspected neo-Nazis threw firebombs early Mondav into their 
anoartment. 

Holdinoa the framed pictures of the victims. peonle in the crowd 
carried banners which denounced the neo-Nazis. Anatolia said. 

Avsee VYilmaz’s mother Fatma fainted as her dauahter’s body was 
brought inside her house to remain until Sundav’s funeral service. 
it added. 


‘‘How shall I bear this nain? Those who killed mv daucqhter are 
not human beinas.’ ° she cried. 

There are 1.6 million Turks in Germanv. who started settlina 
there followina a Jdabor-shortace ir Germanv in the early 1960s. 

The latest attack has been Linked to Germanv’s resuraent 
right-wina which claimed 16 Lives this vear. 

The Germar aqovernment banned a rioght-wina extremist aroup called 
the Nationalistic Front an Friday. 
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“BC~Germanyv-Grief< 

"With Germanv-Riohtists* 
“10.000 Join in Memorial Service for Three Turks Killed in Neo-Nazi 
Attack¢ 

"AP Wirenhoto Available 

“By NESHA STARCEVIC= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

HAMBURG. Germanv (AP) Hanife@ Homeke stared at the flago-draned 
coffins with the bodies of three fellow Turks. and she shuddered 
With fear. 

Too distant from her native Turkev after 21 vears in Germany. 
and suddenly feelina threatened in her adonted homeland. Mrs. Hoeke 
feeld she’s ant nowhere to go. even thouah she’s married to a 
German . 

*“*Until now I have Lived well in Germanv. Now I am afraid that 
the attacks will continue. At home in Turkev I feel as a fore@ianer. 
Here I am a foreioner. What can I do and where can I ao?.’’ she 
Said. 

Mes. Ho@eke. a sliaht. Si-vear-old woman with four dauohters. was 
amona more than 10.000 mourners. averwhelminalv Turks but also 
Germans and other ftoreian nationals. who came for a memorial service 
Friday for the victims of reunited Germanv’s worst neo-Nazi attack. 

Bahide Arslan. Si. her aranddauwohter Yeliz Arslan. 10. and her 
14-year-old niece Avse Yilmaz. a visitor from Turkev. died when 
suspected neo-Nazis threw firebombs into their apartment buildina in 
Moelin. 40 kilometers (25 miles) east of Hambura. earlvy Mondav. 

Authorities have arrested nine neo-Nazis susnected in a series 
of arsons and are investinoatinon whether the aroun is also involved 
im the Mo@elin attack. 

Mes. Arslan had Lived in Germanv for 25 vears and her 
granddauahter was born in this countev. That was the message the 

fut hard wanted to tell their German neiohbors. 

**Yeliz 10 vears old. Born here. burned here.’*’ said one larae 
banher carried bv a aroun of Turks. 

‘*~ was born here. I arew un here. I ao to school here. Mv onlv 








guilt is that I am a Turk,’’ said another pnoster. carried around her 
neck by Mrs. Hoeke’s &-vear~-old daughter Pina. 
*“*E didm’t sleen for two miahts.’’ Mrs. Hoeke said. *‘‘We Live on 


the second floor and I was afraid thev would throw a firebomb into 
Qur apartment. °’ 

Another Lona-time resident said she was afraid for her 
18-vear~old son. who was born one vear after the familv arrived in 
GernrnanvV « 


‘*T have mo words to describe how I feel. Mv feelinos are so 
strana and mv words are so weak.’ said Alive Yurtsever. a 
43-year-old social worker. 

The memorial service was held in a workino;-class Hambura 
district of red-brick apartment buildinas. from which neiahbors 
pneerecd at the crowed. 

Hamburo’s 68.000 Turks closed their businesses and their 
children staved awav from school in mourning. Filaas on of ficial 
buildinos flew at half-staff. 

Because the mosque was so small. the service was conducted 
outside by an imam. who read from the Koran usina a bullhorn. Men 
craved om carpets. others used their coats to kneel on, 

Foreian Minister Klaus Kink@l. Labor Minister Norbert Biluem and 
Denoutv Parliament Speaker Renate Schmidt were amono German officials 
who came to the service. Chancellor Helmut Kohl staved awav. desoite 
calls bv some Turkish leaders and German ooliticians for him to 
attend. ¥ e 

Bluem received annolause when he said the government would carrv 
on the fight against “’this new barhbarign. '‘ 

‘“*We want no old Nazis. we want no new Nazis. we don’t want anv 
Nazis at ail.’ Bluem said. ‘‘Let us stav aqood neiahbors. that’s the 
best reniv to the violence.‘ 

More than 1.6 million Turks are Germanv’s laraest foreiaon aroun. 
Manvy were recruited to work in Labor-short Germanv in the earilv 
1960s. and thev heloed achieve the country’s economic miracle. 

At the end of the service. the coffins. draped in red Turkish 
flags with the white star and crescent. were carried high for 
several blocks by wailing men throuch the flaq~-carrvina crowd. 

Weeoina relatives of the victims accommanied the coffins. which 
were taken to hearses that took them to the airoort. The victims 
Will be buried in Turkev. 

The dav of observances ended with a rally in front of Hambura’s 
citv hall. where Foreian Minister Kinkel was booed bv a crowd that 
had swelled to 20.000. Several enus were also thrown at him. but 
missed. 
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“BC-Germany-Rightists,0575< 

“Germany Bans Neo-Nazi Group, Memorial Service for Turks< 
“Eds: Recaps previous< 

“AP Photos DUS103,HBG106< 

“By MAUD S. BEELMAN= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

BONN, Germany (AP) — The government cracked down on 
Germany s growing neo-Nazi threat by banning a right-wing 
extremist group called the Nationalistic Front. 

Interior Minister Rudolf Seiters said Friday's ban on 
the group was effective immediately. Afterward police 
searched more than 40 houses of leading members of the 
Nationalistic Front in eight states, including North 
Rhine-Westphalia, where the group is based. 

The action came as thousands of mourners held a 
memorial service in Hamburg for three Turks killed Monday 
in a firebomb attack on their home. The attack has been 
linked to Germany’s resurgent right-wing. 

Sixteen people have been killed in nearly 1,800 
right-wing attacks in Germany this year. 

~“We don’t want old Nazis, and we don’t want new 
Nazis. We don’t want any kind of Nazis. We want 
democracy, © Labor Minister Norbert Bluem said in an 
emotional address outside Hamburg’ s mosque. 

Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel also attended the 
memorial and a rally later in front of Hamburg’ s city 
hall, where he was booed by some in the crowd that had 
swelled to 20,000. Several eggs were tossed at him, but 
missed. 

An official at the federal criminal police, Germany s 
equivalent of the FBI, said the Nationalistic Front was 
banned ~ strictly because of its political philosophy. ~ 

Federal prosecutors said there was no link between the 
Nationalistic Front and Monday’s attack that killed the 
three ethnic Turks. 

However, the federal prosecutor’s office in March said 
it was investigating Nationalistic Front leader Meinolf 
Schoenborn and 13 other members for founding a 
~“right-wing terroristic organization. § 

According to the 1991 report from the Office for the 
Protection of the Constitution, Germany's anti-terrorism 
unit, the Nationalistic Front had about 130 members. 

Seiters notified Schoenborn that the Nationalistic 
Front was immediately dissolved and biaet its yEeoperhaees 
would be confiscated. —ee ‘ v 


né said the group's “~goal was to eliminate the basic 
democratic order” in Germany and that it followed the 
political aims of the Nazis. 

In addition, the Interior Minister claimed Schoenborn 
had begun to build a * “nationalistic task force’ ~ for 
actions against foreigners. 

The Nazi Party has been banned since 1949, and the 
Interior Ministry may outlaw any organization it 
determines is spreading Nazi propaganda. Violations of the 
ban carry penalties of up to five years in prison. The 
Nationalistic Front was founded in 1985. 

The German government has come under intense criticism 
for not attacking its right-wing extremists with the same 
Vigor used to quell left-wing terrorists in the 1970s and 
“80s. But it was not clear how much of an effect Friday's 
ban would have on roving neo-Nazis. 

Since World War II, about 250 groups have been banned 
by the government on grounds they posed violent challenges 
to Germany's constitutional order. In addition, two 
political parties _ a far-left Communist party and a 
far-right party _ have been outlawed by the courts. 

Earlier Friday, the federal prosecutor’s office said 
Cight teen-agers had been arrested, in addition to ra 
20-year-old man whose arrest was announced Thursday, for 
membership in a right-wing extremist group that allegedly 
set fire to refugee shelters in northern Germany . 

The group was also being investigated for possible 
ties to Monday’s firebombing of the Turkish family’s home 
in Moelln, near Hamburg, the prosecutor’s office said. 
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“PM-Germany-Turks-Funeral, Bjt, 0670< 

“10,000 Join in Memorial for Three Killed in Neo-Nazi 

Attack< 

“By NESHA STARCEVIC= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

HAMBURG, Germany (AP) — A Cabinet minister, who joined 

tthe 10,000 mourners at a service for the» three victims of 

reunited Germany’s worst neo-Nazi attack, vowed the 

government would fight the resurgence of rightist 

violence. ‘ 

The German government, which has come under intense 
criticism for not quelling neo-Nazis, on Friday banned. an 
extremist group and announced several arrests in 
investigations into right-wing violence. 

At the memorial service Friday, Labor Minister Norbert 
Bluem was applauded when he said the government would 
carry on the fight against “this new barbarism. 

~“We want no old Nazis; we want no new Nazis, -we don't 
want any Nazis at all, ° Bluem said. 

Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel also attended Friday's 
memorial service. 

But Chancellor Helmut Kohl stayed away, despite calls 
by Turkish leaders and German politicians to attend the 
service for Bahide Arslan, 51, her granddaughter Yeliz 
Arslan, 10, and her 14-year-old niece Ayse Yilmaz, a 
visitor from Turkey. 

The three died when suspected neo-Nazgis threw 
firebombs early Monday into their apartment Moellin, 25 
miles east of Hamburg. 

Mrs. Arslan came to Germany from Turkey 25 years ago, 
and her granddaughter was born in this country. 

Most of those at the memorial service were Turks. More 
than 1.6 million Turks are Germany's largest foreign 
group. Many were recruited to work in labor-short Germany 
in the early 1960s. 

**Until now I have lived well in Germany. Now I am 
afraid that the attacks will continue. At home in Turkey I 
feel like a foreigner. Here I am a foreigner. What can I 
ado and where can I go?°° said one mourner, Hanife Hoeke, 
51, who has lived in Germany 21 years. 

Mrs. Hoeke’s 88-year-old daughter, Pina, carried a 
poster that read: ~"“I was born here, I grew up here, I go 
to school here. My only guilt is that I ama Turk.” ~* 

The memorial service was held in a working-class 
Hamburg district of red-brick apartment buildings, from 
which neighbors peered at the crowd. 

Because the mosque was small, the service was 
conducted outside by an imam, who read from the Koran 
using a bullhorn. Men knelt on their coats or carpets to 
prayed...» | F 
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“BC-Turkev-Neo~-Nazi Victims 
““Theousands Attend Funeral of Three Relativest 

CARSAMBA. Turkev (CAP) Chantina *‘*‘down with skinheads’’ and 
‘“‘death to murderers. °’ a crowd of thousands turned out Sundav for 
the funeral of three Turks who were killed in a firebomb attack on 
their home in Germanv. the Anatolia news agnencv revorted. 

Four Turkish aqovernment ministers and a German embassy official 
attended the ceremonv in this Black Sea town. the Turkish agcencvy 
Said. 

Vahide Arslan. 51. her dauahter. Yeliz Arslan. 10 and her 
14-vear-old niece. Avse vilmaz. a visitor from Turkev. died wher 
suspected neo-Nazis attacked their house last Monday at the northern 
German town of Moelin. 

Several oarliamentarv denuties also came to the funeral in the 
Victims’ hometown. 

“Down with Nazis’’ and **Downm with Hitler’’ were other cries 
that resounded as the crowd followerd the flao-draned coffins to the 
cemeterv. Anatolia reported. 

Burnina German flags were thrown from some houses on the wav. 
the agercv said. 

‘Germanv has not reverted to Nazi Germany. and will never do 
sO. °° Yowed Hans Joera Haber. the scolitical counselor of the German 
embassv. addressinon the funeral ceremonyv in Turkish. 

Akin Gonen. the Turkish state minister and aqovernment sookesman. 
said ‘‘This vear will ao down in history as a black vear.’‘ 

He said the attack was particulariv saddenina since it occurred 
at a time when the borders were Losino their imoortance throughout 
the world. 

*“*But the stern reaction of the German oneonle has partly 
Lesssened our agrief.’° Anatolia quoted Gonen as savina. 

Mehmet Batalli. another state minister. reneated Turkev’s calls 
for the adootion of all necessarv measures for the recurrence of 
such attacks. 

The bodies were flown in from Germamnv on Saturdav ettar a 
ceremony in Hambura at which German officials also censured the 
Violence bv riaht-wina extremists taraqetina the foreianer 
nooouLlati-on. 

There are 1.6 million Turks in Germanv. who started settlina 
there toa address the labor shortades of the boom vears of 1960s. But 
their alien customs. Islamic reliaqion and resistance to chance makes 
them stand out and thus become taraets for increasina violence as 
Germanv' s economic arowth slows. 

The latest attack has been Linked to Germanv’'s resurgent 
riaht-winda violence blamed for 16 deaths this vear. 
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“BC-Germany—-Rightists,0540< 

“Explosives, Weapons Found in Raids On Banned German 
Rightist Group< 

“Eds: Recaps previous< 

“AP Photos HBG101,FRA1,2,3,4,5< 

“By LARRY THORSON= 

“Associated Press Writer=- 

BERLIN (AP) .. Police raided dozens of homes of 
right-wing extremists across Germany and found explosives, 
weapons and neo-Nazi propaganda, officials said. Tens of 
thousands demonstrated peacefully in over 20 German cities 
Saturday to protest violence against foreigners, though 
trouble erupted during a march in Moellin, where three 
Turks died when their home was firebombed on Monday. 

In Jerusalem, an Israeli Cabinet minister proposed 
that Israelis and world Jewry not travel to Germany if the 
German government fails to crack down on neo-Nazis. 

~““We have a moral right as a nation, if not. a moral 
obligation due to our experience, to warn the world and 
tell the honorable German government to take matters into 
their hands,°* Israeli Education Minister Shulamit Aloni 
told Israel army radio. 

Aloni said she will ask Israel’s Cabinet on Sunday to 
demand Germany take immediate steps against right-wing 
extremists or face the travel boycott. 

The head of the opposition Likud faction in Israel’s 
parliament, Moshe Katzav, said Israel should cut 
diplomatic ties with Germany if immediate steps are not 
taken to curb neo-Nazis, Israel radio reported. 

Many Germans and people in other countries have been 
outraged by far-right violence that has left 16 dead in 
almost 1,800 attacks this year. The worst attack happened 
in the northern town of Moelln, near Hamburg, when the 
three Turks were killed. 

The bodies of the three were flown home Saturday. 
Hundreds of mourners, some holding banners denouncing 
neo-Nazis, gathered as they arrived in Carsamba, Turkey, 
the Turkish news agency Anatolia reported. 

The police raids involved homes of members of the 
Nationalistic Front, which the government outlawed Friday. 

The banning of the group, which has not been: linked to 
the Moelln firebombing, was intended ~ "as a clear sign to 


| - other rightist groups,“ said Interior Minister Rudolf... 
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“BC-Germany-Arrest ¢ 

“Suspect in Connection With Murder of Five People Arrested 
in Turkey < 

HAMBURG, Germany (AP) _— A man being sought in the 
shooting deaths of five people on News Year’s Eve in 
northern Germany has been arrested in Turkey, a newspaper 
Said Thursday. 

The Turkish Huerriyet newspaper said S@-year-old Fehim 
Ince, who resided in the city of Braunschweig and caught a 
flight to Turkey last Saturday, had been arrested in the 
city of Adana. 

Ince is wanted in Germany in connection with the New 
Year’s Eve shooting deaths of Willi Schiel, 8, his 
Bi-year-old wife Meta, their daughter Renate, 35, her 
42-year-old woman friend and the friend’s 18-year-old 
daughter. 

The five were found dead at Schiel’s house at the 
northern town of Ahrensboek, about @@ kilometers (le 
miles) north of Luebeck on Saturday. Investigators say the 
35-year-old Shiel daughter was a former boyfriend of Ince. 

Folice in Luebeck, who investigated the case, 
confirmed they had been notified of Ince’s arrest by 
Turkish authorities. 

According to Huerriyet newspaper, authorities in 
Turkey have said that Ince has admitted involvement in the 
murders, and officials plan to try him in his homeland. 

Huerriyet is sold at newsstands in major German 
cities. 

Turkey has a death penalty for murder, while the 
maximum sentence in Germany is life in prison. 
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*BC-Germany-Rightists Indicted, ist Ld-Writethru ¢ 
“Twa Kightists Indicted in Deaths that Outraged Nation< 
“Eds: AMs; UFPDATES with more details< 
“By NESHA STARCEVIC= 
“Associated Press Writer= 

FRANKFURT, Germany ‘(AFD — Two rightist extremists were indicted 
Monday in the firebombing deaths of three Turks that galvanized the 
nation inte a public offensive against neo-Nazi terror. 

The two men are charged with three counts of murder, attempted 
murder and arson, following the attack on a building in the northern 
German town Moelln, according to Germany’s chief federal prosecutor. 

The firebombing was the deadliest in more than 2,2@@ acts of 
Violence against foreigners in the past year, in which 17 people 
died. 

Though rightist attacks have dropped in number in recent weeks, 
the country is still plagued by occasional outbreaks of 
anti-foreigner violence. 

Folice reported that a Yugoslav asylum seeker was beaten up by 
least two Germans over the weekend after leaving a discotheque in 
Essen. The man suffered severe head injuries and witnesses told 
police the Germans had been shouting anti-foreigner slogans before 
the attack. 

The Moelin attack last fall killed a Si-year-old Turkish woman 
who had been a longtime resident in Germany, her 16-year-old 
daughter and her 14-year-old niece. 

The Nov. 22 firebombing outraged the nation, triggered a 
government crackdown on neo-Nazis and led to huge, nationwide vigils 
against hate of foreigners and anti-Semitism. 

Some view the reaction as a turning point that helped to quell 
weeks af neo-Nazi rampages that had started in late August. 

The Federal Prosecutor’s Office in Karlsruhe said Michael Feter 
25, and a 19-year-old man who was identified only as Lars C., were 
indicted in the Moelln arson, which also injured five people. 

In addition, they were charged with attempted murder and arson 
another firebomb attack in Moelln that injured nine Turks. If 
convicted, they could get life sentences. 

Feters was also charged with attempted murder and arson in two 
other cases outside Moelln, which is about 46 kilometers (25 miles) 
east of Hamburg. 


A statement by the prosecutor's office said the full identity o 
eLars C. was being witheld because he would be tried under juvenile 
law. German news media have identified him as Lars Christiansen, 

Meters was arrested on Nov. 84, while Christiansen was arrested 
on Mov. 2&6. They are being held in prison while awaiting trial. 

The prosecutor's statement said the two men allegedly decided t 
attack a foreigners’ residence, ‘“‘apparently influenced by the 
anti~foreigners disturbances in Rostock.’’ 

Authorities in the Kaltic coast city of Rostock were forced ta 
evacuate a shelter for asylum seekers after five days of riots by 
neo-Nazis whe repeatedly firebombed the building. A man was 
sentenced last week to @ 1/2 years in jail for his role in the 
riots, which started on Aug. 22. 

The chief prosecutor’s statement said Peters and Christiansen 
went on an arson spree late Nov. @2, first allegedly firebombing a 
building in Moelin in which nine Turkis were injured, and then 
setting off the fatal blaze in another building. 

The two allenedily called police and the fire brigade to report 
the blazes, ending each call with **‘Heil Hitler,’? the statement 
Said. 
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“BC-Germany—-Diplomat Slain < 
“Folice Kill Armed Turkish Diplomat After German Slain< 

HAMBURG, Germany (AP) -- Police shot a Turkish diplomat to de 
early Thursday just moments after he allegediy killed a young German 
man on a Hamburg street, authorities said. 

Ali Mangaogiu, 41, was the local Turkish consulate’s attache 
social and religious affairs and was a prayer leader in a Hamburg 
mosque. The 24-year-old Hamburg man was not identified. 

Turkish Premier Suleyman Demireld immediately denounced the 
diplomat’s slaying as ancther example of German violence against 
Turkish nationals, the largest minority group in Germany. 

But there were still several missing pieces in the wild seque 
of events that resulted in the twin killings. 

Hamburg police said three plainclothes detectives on patrol h 
two shots fired at about 2 a.m., then found Mangaoglu crouched over 
the body of the wounded German. 

Folice alleged that Mangacgiu pointed a revolver at the 
approaching officers, and that one of them then shot the diplomat in 
self-defense. 

Folice said that the wounded German suddenly sprang to his fe 
during the confrontation, ran a few steps and then fell over dead. 
Mangaoglu died later at a Hamburg hospital. 

The bloody confrontation will not help the bruised relations 
between Germany and Turkey. Turks, invited to Germany as guest 
workers in the 196@s, are frequent targets of German scorn. 

A neo-Nazi firebombing of a home in the west German city of 
Moelln in November killed a Turkish grandmother and two littie 
giris. The crime that drew worldwide condemnation. 

Demirel, speaking to reporters in Ankara, the Turkish capital 
drew a link between Thursday’s shootings and the arson attack. 

““Again there are attacks targeting cur citizens in Germany, 
deplore and strongly condemn all such attacks,’’ he said. 

In Bonn, Turkish Ambassdor Onur Oeymen expressed his ‘‘deep 
dismay’’ and demanded a full investigation. 

He speculated that the German must have attacked Mangaocglu fo 
the deeply religious diplomat to use his gun. He said all Turkish 
diplomats carry weapons because of terrorist threats. 

(mf) 
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“BC-Germany~-Murder-Verdict< 

‘Slaying Of Foreigner Brings Life Prison Term 

STUTTGART, Germany (AP) _ The first murder trial since 
the beginning of a wave of anti-foreigner violence in 
Germany ended Thursday with a guilty verdict and a life 
prison sentence for a man who beat a foreign worker to 
death with a baseball bat. 

Six other defendants were convicted at the same time 
and received punishments up to nine years in prison for 
the slaying in July 1992 of Sadri Berisha, an ethnic 
Albanian from Kosovo in former Yugoslavia. 

Berisha was one of 17 people killed during 1992 in a 
wave of rightist violence. Another murder trial is to open 
Monday in Schleswig, where two young Germans could get 
life sentences for the arson attack that left three Turks 
dead in the town of Moelln near Hamburg last November. 

Prosecutors in some cases of fatal rightist violence 
have not even been able to bring manslaughter charges. But 
the full force of murder charges was brought in the death 
of Berisha, who was asleep at home when a gang broke in, 
beat him fatally and seriously injured his countryman 
Sahit Elezay. 

Chief Judge Hans-Alfred Blumenstein said in Stuttgart 
Regional Court that the seven defendants were not 
organized neo-Nazis, but were ‘‘hooligans’’ ruled by blind 
hatred of foreigners learned while drinking together. 

The main defendant, Thomas Wede, 25, led the gang out 
*‘*to beat up Polacks,’’ the judge said, and the result was 
the chance attack on Berisha because the door to his 
residence happened to be open. Wede kicked in the door to 
Berisha’s upstairs room and beat him with a baseball bat. 

The judge said the gang had drunk beer to excess and 
listened to ‘‘skinhead’’ music and recorded speeches by 
Nazi dictator Adolf Hitler before heading out on their 
fatal mission. 

(1t) 
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*BC-ANALYSIS-Germany~-Arson, 0563< 

‘Despite Crackdown, New Law, Germany Can’t Stop Attacks on 
Foreigners< 

“An AP News Analysis< 

“By ARTHUR ALLEN= 

“Associated Press Writer= 

BONN, Germany (AP) _ After banning rightist groups and 
passing a law that in keeping foreigners out is meant to 
keep violence in check, Germany seems to have run out of 
answers for halting neo-Nazi attacks. 

The monstrous firebombing of a Turkish apartment 
building, the deadliest attack by rightists since German 
reunification, has awakened the country to the fact that 
the violence that seemed to climax last fall has actually 
continued and may even be getting worse. 

Outraged Turks marched in Solingen, Frankfurt, Berlin, 
Bonn and other cities Sunday, and the Turkish government 
issued an unusually sharp statement demanding German 
measures to stop the violence. 

While promising to deal harshly with those responsible 
_ ho arrests have been announced yet _ Interior Minister 
Rudolf Seiters offered no new government measures to 
battle the violent right. 

*“*With 6.4 million foreigners in Germany, it’s not 
only up to the police to be watchful, it is a task for all 
of society,’’ he said. ‘‘Society must be vigilant.’’ 

He said he found it ‘‘true, and deeply shattering’ ’ 
that the steps he took in December _ banning three 
eo-Nazi groups, hiring new police _hadn’t been enough. 

After the firebombing of a Moelln apartment building 
last November, hundreds of thousands of Germans marched in 
candlelight parades. The country was proud of itself, and 
the attacks seemed to decline. 

After 500 rightist attacks in September, there were 
only about 150 in January. But the violence seems to be 
seasonal _and there were 6790 attacks through April 1993, 
compared to 470 in the same period the year before. 


Johannes Rau, governor of North Rhine-Westphalia 

state, emerged shaken from a visit to the blackened 
, apartment house where five Turks, including two little 
girls, died. 

He said he wasn’t sure how to stop the skinhead 
violence, since it would continue while there was hatred 
inside their heads. 

The Turkish government and the opposition Social 
Democrats have pressed for a change in the German 

citizenship law, saying Turks and other foreigners will 
feel more welcome _ and perhaps be treated less like 
outsiders if they can vote and hold German passports. 

Solingen officials were criticized for failing to see 
the attack coming. Earlier in the month, two mosques and a 
Turkish supermarket were firebombed, but police did not 
begin a probe of radical rightists. 

‘*‘We didn’t know for certain that these were attacks 
by far-rightists,’’ said Mayor Bernd Krebs, a member of 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s party. ‘‘They could have been 
attacks among the Turks themselves. ’’ 

Turkish citizens in Solingen were beside themselves 
with rage. At one point Sunday, a group of 15 or so 
protesters, with police escort, began marching down a main 
street shouting, ‘‘We want blood! We want blood!’’ 

‘““If I weren’t a peaceful man, maybe I’d go somewhere 
and buy a machine gun and use it,’’ said Kavak Omer, a 
37-year-old metalworker who has lived in Germany for 21 
years. 

‘*For most of my life this has been the most beautiful 
city in Germany. But now it’s the ugliest city.’’ 

A < 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Arthur Allen reports on Germany for The 
Associated Press. 


® GRA = 5 








frud 288 int parf 
‘BC-Germany-Foreigners Killed 
“4Government Offers Reward For Killers of 5 Turks< 
*ABy TERRY PETTY= 
‘Associated Press Writer= 

SOLINGEN, Germany (AP) _ The government offered a 
100,900 mark (dirs 60,900) reward Sunday for evidence 
leading to the arrest of the right-wing radicals who set a 
fire that killed four Turkish sisters and their visitor. 

Turkish representatives and leaders of the political 
opposition said the violence pointed to the need to 
integrate foreigners into German society, to keep them 
from becoming objects of hate attacks. 

A Social Democratic leader said the party would push 
for a law giving the 6 million longterm foreign residents 
in Germany _ among them 1.8 million Turks _ the right to 
German citizenship. 

About 400 Turks held a nightlong vigil around a 
bonfire in front of the burned out apartment house where 
their compatriots died. The men danced around the fire and 
some threw in their shirts, as a symbol of solidarity with 
the victims. 

After dawn, as wreaths were heaped on the sidewalk in 
front of the house, the victims’ belongings were laid out 
in an unlabeled exhibit of hate crime: A charred metal 
tray with a stack of molten plastic diapers; scorched 
bedsprings and chairs; two small dolls. 

Federal police spokesman Rolf Hannich said ‘‘a large 
quantity’’ of evidence had been collected, and said he 
hoped the reward would speed the investigation. 

He would not confirm a report in the Bild am Sonntag 
newspaper that police were searching for a 15-year-old 
neo-Nazi. Neighbors said right-wing kids frequently 
gathered in the grassy meadow behind the house to drink 
beer and shout their support for the Third Reich. 

Youths with shaven heads, wearing bomber jackets and 
jackboots, were seen fleeing the house as it exploded into 
flame before 2 a.m. Saturday. 

The victims included four sisters between 5 and 27 
years of age, and a 12-year-old visitor from Turkey. A 
severely burned 7-month-old baby girl was reportedly close 
to death. 

Turkish Ambassador Onur Oymen said in a radio 
interview that Germany was not doing enough to fight 
violent right-wing groups and should ban them all 
immediately. 





*‘*But these problems can’t be solved by police alone. 
There’s a lack of information in the population about our 
“contribution to Germany. Many of us came here at Germany’s 
. adnvitation, we helped build this country. ’’ 

Oymen said even Turks born in Germany ‘‘are made to 
feel like second-class citizens.’’ He called for double 
citizenship rights for longtime residents. 

‘*If we had the right to vote we could pressure the 
politicians to do something,’’ said Ali Guch, 23, who has 
lived in Germany since he was 11. ‘‘Otherwise they’1ll 
never listen to us.’’ 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl said during a visit to Turkey 
two weeks ago that he might support double citizenship, 
but that foreign residents given it would have to choose 
one nationality or the other after five years. 

It is difficult _ and expensive _ for anyone without 
proof of German ancestry to get citizenship in Germany. 

At the same time, the country’s 1949 constitution 
allowed any foreigner to seek political asylum in Germany. 
But that right was taken away in a vote of parliament last 
week. Most asylum-seekers will be turned back at Germany’s 
borders after the law goes into effect July 1. 

During the debate on asylum, the opposition Social 
Democrats tried unsuccessfully to also change the 
citizenship law. 

Herta Daeubler-Gmelin, a party leader, said Sunday she 
hoped the violence at Solingen would move conservative 
deputies to accept double citizenship. 

‘*There’s no direct connection to what happened in 
Solingen, but this could be a symbolic sign that 
foreigners are welcome here,’’ she said in a telephone 
interview. 

Some conservatives, however, said the attack only 
showed the need for greater police powers. 

*“*Society must be more vigilant,’’ said Interior 
Minister Rudolf Seiters. ‘‘We need a social compact 
between state and citizens against anyone who thinks he 


can take violence into his own hands.’’ 93 
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‘BC-Germany-Foreigners Killed, ist Ld-Writethru, 0538< 
‘Government Offers Reward For Killers of 5 Turks< 
‘Eds: UPDATES with protest, details on investigation, 
surviving girl, new quotes. Fixes style on byline. < 
“By TERRENCE PETTY= 
‘Associated Press Writer= 

SOLINGEN, Germany (AP) _ Thousands of people took to 
the streets Sunday to demand justice for the deadliest 
anti-foreigner attack since German unification. 

News reports said police detained a teen-ager linked 
to neo-Nazi groups in the attack that killed five Turks on 
Saturday. Rolf Hannich, spokesman for the federal 
prosecutor, said a number of rightists were being 
questioned but none was a prime suspect. 

The government offered a 100,000 mark (dirs 60, 000) 
reward for evidence leading to arrests. 

A 12-year-old girl and four sisters, the youngest 5 
years old, died in the fire. The oldest sister, 
27-year-old Gulsun Ince, jumped to her death from a 
burning window, her 7-month-old girl in her arms, while 
firemen struggled unsuccessfully to get a net under her. 

The baby, Guldane, suffered broken bones and trauma 
but was expected to survive, Hannich said. A badly burned 
iS-year-old boy was in grave condition. 

Turkish leaders in Germany called for a change in the 
laws that make it hard for foreigners to win citizenship 
even if they were born in Germany. An opposition leader 
said the party would push to change the lav. 

‘*This could be a symbolic sign that foreigners are 
welcome here,’’ Herta Dauvebler Gmelin of the Social 
Democrats said by telephone. 

Unlike the hundreds of thousands of asylum-seekers who 
have come to Germany in recent years, most of the 1.8 
million Turks in Germany have deep roots. 

‘*We have our own homes here, we go to German schools, 
but we’re still outcasts. We want to be treated like 
everyone else,’’ said Ali Guch, 23, who came to Germany at 
age il. 


‘*If we had the right to vote we could pressure the 
politicians to do something,’’ he said. ‘ ‘Otherwise 
,they’1l never listen to us.’’ 
e About 2,000 Turks took part in two marches through 
., Bollingen, one led by Muslim religious leaders, the other 
- by leftists and Turkish Kurds, who also protested 
repression of against Kurds in southeast Turkey. Police 
kept the two groups apart. 

Turkish men and women had huddled all night around a 
bonfire in front of the burned out, two-story apartment 
house where their compatriots died. 

After dawn, as wreaths were heaped on the sidewalk in 
front of the house, belongings from the victims were laid 
out in an unlabeled exhibit of hate crime: a charred metal 
tray with a stack of molten plastic diapers; scorched 
bedsprings and chairs; two small dolls. 

At Pentecost services, German pastors collected money 
for the survivors. 

Earlier in the month, two mosques and a Turkish 
supermarket were firebombed in Solingen. Skinheads had 
been gathering in the grassy park behind the apartment 
house to drink beer and shout their support for the Third 
Reich. 

‘“*Why didn’t the police do something about them?’’ 
asked Mehmet Yildiz, leader of the 7,00@@-strong Turkish 
community. 

Youths with shaven heads, wearing bomber jackets and 
jackboots, were seen fleeing the apartment house as it 
exploded into flame before 2 a.m. Saturday. 


30-5-1993 








Turkey’s acting Premier Erdal Inonu and seven other 
Turkish Cabinet members were also present at the ceremony, 
attended by about thousand people. 

“ The mourning villagers voiced anger and despair. They 
said the attacks were aimed at the foreigners to scare 
them out of the country. 

‘*These attacks are to open jobs for the east 
Germans,’’ said Adnan Kose. 

‘*The Germans welcomed those who went there 30 years 
ago with bands, now they are sending us back their 
ashes,’’ Recep Kaymak, a relative of the victims said. 

Mustafa Temiz, who returned to his hometown after 
living in Germany 21 years as a factory worker, said he 

r pelaneaiony to the purchase of the house that was 

rebombed. ‘*‘But, later I handed over my share to the 
Genc family, whose three members died in the attack and 
came back home,’’ he said. 

*‘*I could no longer stand the skin-heads and their 
threats, ’’ Temiz added. 

There are 1.8 million Turks in Germany. Turkeys began 
settling there to address the labor shortages of the boom 
years of 1960s. 

German Chancellor Helmut Kohl assured Turkey during 
his visit here last month that every necessary measures 
would be taken against the neo-Nazi threat. 

‘*‘He gives assurances here and then this attack 
happens. This is hypocrisy,’’ Recep Yurteri, another 
villager, said. ; 

The bodies will be buried in Mercimek village. 

Mercimek, some 10 kilometers (6 miles) from this town 
is a poor village with a population of 750. About 100 
villagers from Mercimek immigrated to Germany in 1960s as 

@<* workers. More than half of them later returned to 

rkey, village officials said. 
“(za)d< 
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“BC-Turkey-Germany-Violence< 

“State Funeral Held For Arson Attack Victims< 
“By SELCAN HACAOGLU= 

‘Associated Press Writer= 

TASOVA, Turkey (AP) _ Turkish and German officials 
called for restraint Friday at a tense state funeral for 
e Turkish victims of a rightist arson attack in Germany. 

A few hundred demonstrators chanted anti-Nazi slogans 
and carried banners which read ‘‘Death to neo-Nazi 
Bastards,’’ ‘‘Hitler’s Pigs,’’ and ‘‘Kill First, Apologize 
later. 

Just before the start of the funeral, the protesters 
burned two Nazi flags. 

German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel, who headed a 
German delegation at the ceremony, addressed the crowd 
while protests echoed in the background. 

Kinkel said the Germans would never forgive those 
responsible from the attack which he described as a 
**‘shameful violence. ’’ 

Two women and three girls died in the firebombing 
attack in Solingen, Germany, last week. It was the 
deadliest attack in a surge of neo-Nazi violence that 
erupted after German reunification in 1990. Unemployment 
and economic hardships in former East Germany have 
increased right-wing sentiments. 

Three Turks were killed in a similar attack in the 
orthern German city of Moelin last November. 

President Suleyman Demirel, speaking at the ceremony, 
called for calm, saying Germans should not be held 
responsible for the attack. 

Kinkel assured the crowd that the German government 
would do its utmost to provide a safe life to the 
foreigners. 

Four German suspects are under arrest in connection 
with the attack. 
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